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-Police have launched a' third 
j. ^major investigation into alle- 
gations of sexual and physical 
abase in children's homes in the 
* North-west, this time on 
Merseyside where a team of de- 
tectives is hying to trace 3,000 
** former residents of the homes, 
to The Merseyside investiga- 
tion, centred on 15 children's 
■"* homes and covering allegations 
|r stretching back over the last 20 
- years, comes hard on the heels 
of. inquiries into widespread 
“ abuse in homes in North Wiles 
and Cheshire. 

It will fuel claims that there 
was paedophile activity stretch- 
ing across the North-west and 
beyond in the 1970s and into the 
1980s, with children being 
moved between homes in the re- 
gion and abused systematically. 

A team of 20 detectives set 
up by Merseyside Police to in- 
vestigate the allegations of 
abuse which date back to the 
1970s are expected to work for 
at least the next 12 months on 
|be inquiry, which may be ex- 
tended to other homes. 

As The Independent revealed 
earlier this year, in neighbour- 
ing Cheshire nearly 4.000 for- 
mer residents of homes have 
bean traced by a special squad 
of detectives leading Britain's 
biggest investigation into insti- 
tutional child abuse. Several for- 
mer care workers have been 
jailed and the investigation is 
still under way. 

Across the border in Clwyd, 
half a dozen care workers have 
been jailed for offences against 
children, and a ;£6m judicial 






Catalogue of tragedy: The Independent's Christmas appeal will help victims of abuse. For details, see page 2. Picture posed by a model 


public inquiry into the scale of 
abuse at homes in North Mies 
is due to start in January. In the 
Clwyd homes about 100 young 
people were abused and at 
least 12 people have died in cir- 
cumstances related to their ex- 
periences in the homes. During 
the police inquiry more than 
3,000 statements were taken. 

The sheer size of the inves- 
tigations in the North-west, in- 


volving tracing or interviewing 
op to 10,000 people, wifl also re- 
new calls for a wider Royal 
Commission into what really 
went on made children's homes 
in the Seventies and Eighties. 

Parents of children whohave 
been abused in Cheshire have 
already called for such an in- 
quiry. “We don’t want ft to 
stop at North Mies. We want 
a public inquiry here too to 


show people what went on,” a 
spokesman said. 

Operation Care launched by 
Merseyside Police is the latest 
in a series of major inquiries into 
allegations of abuse dating back 
to the '1970s at children's 
homes.lt follows a smaller in- 
quiry by the force. Operation 
Van Gogh, which centred on an- 
other two homes and resulted 
in four separate convictions 


with sentences totalling 47 
years. 

Detective Superintendent 
John Robbias, who heads the in- 
quiry, said yesterday: “We will 
be tracing about 3.000 people 
are we are looking at 15-plus 
homes. 

“What we have found is that 
victims are now recognising 
that things had gone wrong 
and that people will now listen 


to them. There was a perception 
that years ago people would not 
listen to these sorts of com- 
plaints. Now we are listening we 
are getting people coming 
forward. 

"I have also been very proac- 
tive in getting people to come 
forward loo because we feel 
there is aneed to deal with this 
thing in its entirety, f invite vic- 
tims to speak with my officers 


Photograph: NSPCC 

by letter or by knocking on 
doors. We expect to interview 
more than 3,000." 

There have been claims that 
an organised paedophile net- 
work operated in the North- 
west in the Seventies and 
Eighties. But senior police 
officers believe it was more in- 
formal and haphazard. 

Jobs in children’s homes in 
those days were low-paid and 


Through the 
night shopping 
this Christmas 


So where is this depraved and 
violent diet? Not on my telly. 
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Glenda Cooper 

This Christmas you can go right 
. off your trolley. Two major su- 
permarket chains have an- 
nounced all-night opening in the 
_ final seasonal rush. For those 
who like to leave stuffing their 
basket to the very last moment, 
f Safeway and Asda are opening 
some of their stores all day and 
night up to Christmas Eve. 

It is Lhe latest move in a bat- 
. ■ tie between supermarkets for 
shoppers’ loyalty - following 
singles’ nights, pensioners' hap- 
py bourn and blokes' nights to 
help men panicking about what 
to buy partners for Christmas. 

A spokeswoman for Tesco 
said yesterday it was also con- 
. sideimg opening some of its 
stores for a non-stop shop, 
among other options. In fact, it 
is known that some of the larg- 
er Tesco stores in the South have 
already drawn up plans for 24- 
hour opening. 

Sainsbury, Somerfield and 
Waitrose have decided against 
. 24-hour opening, contenting 
themselves instead with ex- 
tended hours. A spokeswoman 
for Sainsbuty’s said that stores 
would be open until 10pm on 
the Monday: “We have experi- 
ence of all-night shopping in 
America but we didn't feci that 

there would be the level of cus- 
lomerdcmand to justify staying 
open all night in Britain.” 
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Safeway" s open all hours pol- 
icy is billed as a way of avoid- 
ing Christmas queues. Its stores 
in Brent Cross m north London, 
and Edinburgh will for the first 
tim e be open for more than 33 
hours - from 830am on Mon- 
day 23 December to 6pm on 
Christmas Eve. The first 50 
festive customers after mid- 
night will be given a free warm- 
ing cup of tea and mince pie. 

Asda, which started the trend 

by opening around the clock last 

year, plans to keep trading in 
four stores right up until mid- 
night strikes on Christmas Eve. 
The stores which will be open 
for 40 hours non-stop will be 
Oapham, south London; Ed- 
inburgh; Patchway in Bristol; 
and Watford. 


by Suzanne Moore 

Yesterday Virginia Bottomley, 
the Secretary of Stale for Na- 
tional Heritage, launched a 
four-point package to crack- 
down on explicit violence on 
television. 

This shouldplease those who 
have been salivating over “the 
dark and brutal side of televi- 
sion” for some time, although 
with its emphasis on violence 
rather than sex this is doubtful. 

Also doubtful is whether this 
ineffectual package will per- 
suade us that the Government, 
spurred on by the demands for 
a “moral revival" in the wake of 
the London headmaster Philip 
Lawrence’s murder and the 
Dunblane tragedy, is trying to 
reduce the general level of vi- 
olence in society. 

It is fadrly easy, after all, lo 
find a consensus around the on- 
screen representation of vio- 
lence. Most parents are far 
more concerned about scenes of 
violence than on-screen sex. 
although the two are always 
linked as if. they were equally 
objectionable. 

Right-wingers have been call- 
ing for a crackdown on "the 
degrading diet of sex, drugs and 
violence" that we feed our 
children. 

Note that violence comes in 
only at third place, after sex and 
drugs. This degrading “diet of 



Controversial kiss: Incest between brother and sister in Channel 4's Brookside 


sex, drugs and violence” is 
found, apparently, in the most 
popular of the pre-watershed 
programming — EasiEndcrs. 
The Bill and Brookside are sin- 
gled -out for particular con- 
demnation. — ' 1 

As always one has to wonder 
whether those who feel that our 
nation's youth is being cor- 
rupted by soap operas actually 
watch any of these programmes. 

Certainly children, unlike 
those who would save us from 
ourselves and from our televi- 


sions, appear to grasp that they 
are watching drama rather than 
documentary. 

The soaps are also, in their 
own way, intensely moralistic - 
promoting as they do the 
value notions of neighbour li- 
ness, and co mmunity and family 
life. 

The controversial incest sto- 
ryline at Brookside did not need 
to carry a government health 
warning: “Don’t try this at 
home, kids", because rather 
than in any way glamorising in- 


cest it has made it look relent- 
lessly dreary, with the siblings 
Nat and Georgia constantly 
arguing or crying while the 
lives of the rest of their family 
is destroyed. 

EasiEndcrs is also being per- 
secuted for the shooting of the 
character Ian Beale yet what has 
really upset the new moralists 
is not any kind of violence but 
the gay lass between Tony and 
Simon and the programme’s dis- 
cussion of HIV. 

Programmes that do contain 


violence, like Prime Suspect 
and Cracker , incidentally two of 
our finest dramas, are already 
shown after the watershed. 

Mrs Bottomley has voiced 
concern about the number of 
children wbo have television sets 
in their bedrooms yet surely this 
is a problem of parenting rather 
than broadcasting. 

Pressing for more rigorous 
observance of the watershed wiB 
do little to change the numbers 
of uosupervised children view- 
ing unsuitable programmes. 

Crimewatch and all those 
other crime reconstruction pro- 
grammes, 1 would suggest, are 
unsuitable viewing both for 
children and for discerning 
adults. 

Of course no one wants iheir 
children to watch scenes of 
gratuitous violence but on the 
whole the watershed is already 
being observed by broadcasters. 
Using bur fear of a violent so- 
ciety to try and censor some of 
the most socially responsive 
drama & irresponsible. 

The gratuitous linking of sex 
and violence only signals our 
own moral confusion as well as 
making an increasingly Illiber- 
al agenda. Unless we sever this 
link we will never have a grown 
up discussion about what it is 
that we are truly afraid of. 

It's rime we did but surely the 
place to do it is not in front of 
the children. 

Bottomless stick, page 7 


difficult to fill, and were often 
run in isolation from the main 
social services departments. 
Children were also frequently 
transferred between homes and 
the workers themselves regu- 
larly changed jobs. 

One detective involved in 
the North-west investigations 
said, “1 don’t think there was an 
organised and structured pae- 
dophile ring as it is commonly 
seen. It was people attracted to 
the work for the wrong reason 
and then networking. 1 inter- 
viewed a convicted paedophile 
in prison and he said the key was 
like-minded people. He told me, 
Tf I walk into a room 1 know’ 
within three minutes the peo- 
ple who think like me.’ " 

Earlier this year The Inde- 
pendent campaigned to improve 
conditions in children's homes, 
introduce better training pro- 
grammes for staff and for 
lighter controls on the activities 
of convicted paedophiles, some 
of whom had found it easy to 
move around the homes. 

The Government subse- 
quently ordered a national in- 
quiry into the systematic sexual 
and physical abuse suffered by 
hundreds if not thousands of 
young people. It also an- 
nounced plans for a national 
register of convicted sex of- 
fenders, including an index of 
paedophiles. 

While a largest police in- 
quiries have been launched in 
the northwest, there have been 
other scandals involving homes 
in Leicestershire, Islington, 
north London and other cases 
have emerged in Norfolk, Here- 
ford and Worcester, Essex and 
Berkshire. 

How you can help, page 2 
Leading article, page 13 
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Leah’s drug warning 

Leah Betts, the teenager from 
Essex who died after taking ecs- 
tasy on her 18th birthday last 
year, was advised by her best 
friend to take only half the 
tablet which claimed her life, a 
court was told. Page 3 

Secret life of judge 

One of Australia’s most res- 
pected former judges, David 
Yeldham, who committed suicide 
last month, had confessed to a 
secret life of paying men for sex 
in public lavatories. Page 11 
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Cap’n bails out frantically as boat drifts 


significant shorts 


r Major’s hebdomas 
JWhombilis may be over, 
bur he will hardly be 
rejoicing. Last week - as 
lightning cracked around the 
rigging - his ship was buffeted 
by storms of such ferocity that 
spars cracked, sails were rent, 
and salt water pouied into die 
heads. But above the raging 
of the howling winds coaid be 
heard the metallic and 
monotonous sound of one 
lone voice shouting orders tp 
the crew. “Splice the 
mainbrace! Batten down the 
hatches! The position is 
perfectly clear!”. 

Lashed to the main-mast 
(albeit involuntarily, courtesy 
of his thoughtful first and 
second mates) Cap’n John 
sang bis song of defiance in 
the teeth of a whirlwind. 'Who 
could noL have a grudging 
a dmir ation for his tenacity? 



There tuasihe good 
ship Tory ' aU 
tattered sails and 
battered planks, 
but everything was 
eerily calm 


But there is something 
worse than a storm at sea, 
and that is the quiet 
afterwards. At least the 
ocean-tossed mariner in the 
storm’s eye is still somehow at 
the centre of things, capable 
in some small way of 
controlling events. When the 
giant waves subside and the 
wind drops, he becomes quite 
powerless, destined to drift in 
os damaged boat until thirst, 
hunger or miraculous rescue 
supervenes. 

Yesterday, at Prime 
Minister’s Questions, we 
enjoyed few of the previous 
encounter's histrionics. There 
was the good ship Tory, all 
tattered sails and battered 
planks, but everything was 
eerily calm. Tony Blair circled 
lazily in a spanking new motor 
boat and called over to the PM 
through his loud bailee. Did 


Cap’n Major agree with Sir 
Leon Brittan (Tbry grandee 
and Euro rommlssioneir) that 
Tbtydwisitms on Europe were 
“damaging Britain's 
negotiating position?” 

The problem for the PM 
was that if he simply replied 
“yes", then the obvious answer 
would be for him and his party 
to bugger off. So he tried 
suggesting that (a) “when the 
House of Commons is divided 
on any issue”, Britain's 
position was weakened (a silly 
analysis, since this has never 
happened and we have still 
won two wodd wars) and (b) 
“what also weakens it is that 
many of the socialist 
governments in Europe are 
expecting an easy ride” were 
there a Labour government 
(that is everyone expects the 
Ibries to burner oft soon and 
will not take him seriously). 


Parliament was 
misled about 
Gulf syndrome 


Christopher Bellamy 
and Ian Burrell 

The Ministry of Defence mis- 
led Parliament over the use of 
organophosphate pesticides by 
British troops in the 1991 Gulf 
war, the Government admitted 
yesterday as it announced two 
new studies into “Gulf-war ill- 
ness" which has affected almost 

1.000 British veterans . 

The studies, costing £l_3m 
over three years, wfl] involve 

12.000 service and former ser- 
vice personnel. They will try to 
find out whether ill-health is 
more prevalent among Gulf 
veterans than others and, if so, 
why, and to examine their rep- 
roductive health and any effects 
on their children. 

There will also be an inves- 
tigation into how the MoD 
came to tell Parliament that 
organophosphates were not 
used in the war. when in fact 
they had been employed on a 
large scale. 

Nicholas Soames, minister 
for the armed forces, told MPs 
that he was releasing the de- 
tailed programme of vaccina- 
tions offered to troops as 
protection against attack with 
biological weapons, such as an- 
thrax. botulinum toxin and 
bubonic plague. He added that 
he was appointing a new med- 
ical liaison officer with the US 
Department of Defense to gain 
as much information from the 
Americans as possible and 
avoid duplication of work. 

But British experts still do not 
believe there is a single identi- 


fiable “disease” or “syndrome” 
attributable to Gulf-war service. 
Yesterday, the Surgeon-Gen- 
eral, Vice-Admiral Sir Antho- 
ny Revel! and Professor Alan 
McGregor of King’s College 
London, chairman of the Med- 



Ni chol as Soames: Studies 
into Gutf-war illness 

ical Research Council's Advi- 
sory Committee on the Gulf 
war, referred to “Gulf-war ill- 
ness", but insisted this was 
merely a form of shorthand. 
"There is absolutely no evidence 
there is a single entity," Prof- 
essor McGregor said. 

The MoD also released part 
of its report on the use of 
organophosphate pesticides. 
The team found that incorrect 
answers had been given to par- 
liamentary questions on the 
use of these pesticides in 1994, 
and that the same wrong an- 
swers were repeatedly submit- 
ted in subsequent replies. 

Dr David Clark , the Labour 
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communications 


The Labour leader’s 
propellers churned their easy 
passage through the calm 
waters, the pilot adjusting his 
yachting cap and continuing 
thus, “could I just suggest to 
the Prime Minister that there 
is less dearwater between 
him, one part of his Cabinet 
and this side of the House 
than between him and most 
of his cram party?” And 
indeed Tony’s sleek prow did 
seem to be nudging the 
shivered timbers of SS Tory. 
“The position is perfectly 
clear,” mumbled the PM 
through cracked lips. 

When Mr Blair sat back 
down and turned his helm for 
Land, practically all that could 
be beard was the plaintive cry 
of the seagulls (Tbry Nigel 
Evans desperately talking up 
the threat of the minimum 
wage to his “beautiful” Ribble 


\fclley) and all that could be 
seen - in the sfc^pfe 1 of'I&eSa' 
Gorman (Tory Europhobe* 
BiBericay) - 

circling shark's fin. Was He ■ ■ / 
aware, bubbled Jaws- ■ " ‘ - . f./i 
menacingly, that a MORI poll ' 
in Essex showed that fif) per 
cent wanted am of Europe, -r 
gnash? Time fora 
referondum,surely? “What 
this country needs is a rational 
debate about Europe,” was 
Mr Major's best response. 

The most telling moment - 
of all, however, occurred 
wh en IgncmiB i J ones ^Labour, 

asSwhether £bou/d not 
now resign as Prime Minister. 

. “The ample answer”, said the. 
defiant Cap’n, "is NO!" 

And there was complete 
silence, save for the faint 
guigle of a vessel steadily 
shipping water. 


Former IRA 
terrorist to . 
meet MPs 

The former ERA terrorist 
Sean O’Callaghan, who has 
reformed and begun a 
campaign against his former 
commanders, is due to visit 


Explorer’s 
polar crossing 
in jeopardy 

.The attempt by Britih - 
adventurer Sir Ranulph 
Fiennes’s to become the first 
than to walk alone and 
- unsupported across the 


the House of Commons today Antarctic is in jeo 


to meet senior Tbry MPS. .. 

The backbench Northern 
Ireland committee believes 
Mr O’Callaghan will be able 
to provide a crucial insight 
into IRA thinking. He has 


because- he is suffering from 
kidney stones. 

Twenty-six days into the - 
journey. Flenses is said to be 
in excruciating pain and has 
been forced to halt. The next 


warned that a second ceasefire 48 hours will be crucial as he 
would be tactical to put the ' melts down snow to try to 


Government on the defensive, flush the stones through his 
and bring about a merger body. It is feared he may be 

between the SDLP ana Sinn forced to abandon the 

-Fein - enabling Geny Adams attempt, which was intended 
to outflank loon Hume and to raise £lm for the breast 
come to represent the cancer charity Breakthrough, 

nationalist community in the 
North- Mr Callaghan *5 

presence in the House will be- TKamoc fn oof 
seen by left-wing Labour MPs J.IUUIH5B LU gCl 

as justification for their T1A1X7‘ 

meeting last month with Sinn 

Fein leaders. Cohn Brown A British team has beaten off 

the challenge of 225 other 
entrants in an international 

‘Breakthrough’ 

on arthritis Thp Millennium Bridee will 


spokesman on defence, said 
that Gulf-war veterans had un- 
dergone “three years of unnec- 
essary suffering". Mr Dark said 
he had demanded a full epi- 
demiological study- like that an- 
nounced yesterday - three years 
ago, and that Mr Soames had 
written to him in February 1995 
saying it was “not appropriate”. 

The proposals were attacked 
by Dr Goran Jamal, an expert 
in the harmful effects of 
organophosphate pesticides, 
who said the study was “a waste 
of time”. 

Dr Jamal who is based at the 
Institute of Neurological Sci- 
ences, at the Southern Gener- 
al Hospital, Glasgow, said that 
scientists needed to discover the 
causes of the Gulf-war illness- 
es first and cany out the epi- 
demiological studies later to 
confirm their findings. 

“You are not looking for 
known Alnesses," he said, “you 
are dealing with a new phe- 
nomenon with a new collection 
of symptoms. They will make 
this study so diffused that it will 
be a total waste of time ” 

Earlier this month Dr Jamal 
resigned from the medical sci- 
entific panel advising three gov- 
ernment departments on the 
effects of organophosphates era 
human health because of the 
under which he was put 

Hilary Meredith, a solicitor 
representing around 1,000 vet- 
erans who are claiming com- 
pensation for illness suffered 
since the war, said the Govern- 
ment was now starting to back 
down but only “inch by inch". 






Stove Boggan 

Chief Reporter 

The Government’s handling of 
food safety was described as 
“appalling” yesterday as six 
more cases of E. coli poisoning 
were recorded in Scotland and 
a fresh - bur unconnected - out- 
break hit Lancashire. 

Faddy Ashdown, the Liber- 
al-Democrat leader, con- 
demned the Tories' handling of 
food crises, particularly BSE. 
and called for the introduction 
of an American-styie Food and 
Drugs Administration. 

There were no more deaths 
yesterday in central Scotland, 
where E. cnli food poisoning has 
claimed 10 lives, but the num- 
bers of those thought lo have 
been affected rose to 394. 

In Pendle, Lancashire, four 
children and two adults were 


confirmed as being infected 
with the E coli 0157 bacterium, 
according to the East Lan- 
cashire Health Authority. An in- 
vestigation was under way to 
discover the source. AD those in- 
fected. including two girls un- 
der four years of age, were said 
to be improving in hospital. 

As calls continued for a ju- 
dicial public inquiry into the out- 
break in Scotland, instead of the 
more formal and potentially 
limited fatal accident, inquiry, 
Mr Ashdown launched a bitter 
attack on the Government. 

The Liberal Democrat leader 
told the National Consumers' 
Council, in London, ibatprob- 
lems with food would continue 
as long as responsibility for 
food safety ana quality rested 
in the hands of the Ministry of 
Agriculture, which also repre- 
sented the interests of food 


How you can help heal 
the suffering children 


seen by ten -wing Labour mr 
as justification for their 
meeting last month with Sinn 
Fein leaders. CoBn Brown 


Nice touch: The Cambridge linesman at yesterday's Varsity rugby match honouring 
tradition by sporting a blazer. Match report, page 24 Photograph: Adam ButleoTK 


More food poisoning 
cases in Scotland 


producers. Labour, too, con- 
tinued to call for a public in- 
quiry, while Michael Forsyth, 
the Secretary of State for Scot- 
land, defended the fatal acci- 
dent inquiries given the task of 
examining the infection in La- 
narkshire. 

The fatal accident inquiry, an 
independent judicial hearing, 
wfll take place in public but it 
cannot sit while criminal pro- 
ceedings are being considered, 
or are underway. Its critics say 
its remit may be too limited. 

The remit of a second inquiry, 
by a Government-appointed 
group of experts, is to “exam- 
ine the circumstances which 
led to the outbreak _. and to ad- 
vise on the implications for 
food safety ana the general 
lessons to be learned." The 
seven-member committee is 
expected to report soon. 


Glenda Cooper 

Al the end of a year where The 


victims of child abuse scandals 
to be given a voice, we would like 
you lo support our Victims of 
Abuse appeal to help children 
whose lives hove been devastat- 
ed. 

Our Christmas appeal is in 
sqjport of projects nm by fix Na- 
tional Society for the Prevention 
Of Cruelty to Children, indudmg 
its helpline, and direct support 
to help children who have bear 
abused and to help prevent fu- 


ture abuse. The terrible toll of 
years of abuse suffered by more 
than 100 chfldren in Qwyd was 
first reported by The Independent 
and was the launch-pad for a 
campaign which event u ally won 
government actum to tighten 
standards in children's homes. 

But countless children's sto- 
ries have never beat beard. The 
NSPCC, Britain's leading char- 
ity specialising fn child protection 
runs over 120 projects through- 
out England, Wales and North- 
ern Ireland offering counselling 
and therapy to abused dhfldren 
as well as earning oat its own in- 


A 68-year-old American 
woman has become the first 
recipient of gene therapy to 
treat rheumatoid arthritis, . 
scientists said yesterday. 

initial results of the trial at 
the University of Pittsburgh 
Medical Center indicate that 
the insertion of a new, anti- 
arthritic gene into the patient 
was successful and the 
protein it codes for was being 
made in the cells of her 
diseased knuckle joint It is 
not known whether the 
protein wfll continue to inhibit 
the disease in the long term, 
but it is being hailed as a 
breakthrough which paves the 
way for a new approach. The 
disease affects about 600,000 
people in the UK. Liz Hunt 

Fur ban to 
be challenged 

Animal welfare campaigners 
are urging Sir Leon Brittan, 
tiie EU trade commisioner, to 
take a robust stand today 
when he is challenged by the 
Canadians over a ban on fur 


imports. 

Euror 


opean environment 


bridge. 

The Millennium Bridge will 
be London’s first new* river 
crossing for more than a 
century. It wfll link two of the 
capital’s most significant 
public spaces and buildings - 
St Paul’s Cathedral to the 
north and the area around the 
new Tate Galleiy of Modem 
Art and the Globe Theatre to 
the south - creating a new 
route between the north and I 
south banks of the river. 

The winning team is headed j 
by Foster & Partners 
(architects). Sir Anthony Caro 
(sculptor), and Ove Arup & 
Partners (consulting engineers). 

Caravaggio 
goes unsold 

An ofl p ainting, believed to b(,. 
Caravaggio’s first known 
canvas, foiled to reach its 
reserve price of £250,000 at 
auction in London yesterday. 
Dealers at yesterday's auction 
seemed unimpressed even 
though it was the first time 
that a work attributed to the 
Old Master bad come up at 
auction for over 50 years. The 
portrait, entitled Young Boy 
Peding Fruit, had been 


ministers last Monday rejected considered “lost" for 400 
a proposal that would have years. David Lister 


allowed continued trade in 

furs from countries using QA Ifplfl jn 

steel-jawed traps to catch live 1ICIU 

animals. The US and Canada nTlllFP ■ho|#|c 

are the main exporters. From 1 

1 Aprfl, customs officers wfll Police in Merseyside arrested 

have to implement a ban on 90 people yesterday in a string 

furs from 13 species, including of early morning raids as the 

beaver, sable and ermine, that latest phase of the Operation 

was originally planned for Bumblebee campaign against 


was originally planned for 
January 1996. Exports to 
Britain from the US and 
Canada are worth around 
£143m and £62m a year 
respectively. Stephen Goodwin 

Police accused 
over clashes 

Seven police officers were 
remanded on bail yesterday 
accused of a variety of 
offences arising from clashes 
with new-age travellers cm 
their way to a music festival. 

They were arrested after a 
Police Complaints Authority 
investigation into the 
treatment of people held 
during disturbances in 
Nortfawold Road, Clapton, 
east London, on 8 May, 1994. 
The officers were all based at 
nearby Stoke Newington 
police station and have been 
suspended from duty pending 
the outcome of the case. 


Bumblebee campaign against 
burglars. Stolen goods and 
drugs were recovered. 

Short shrift 
for new drink 

The drinks industry and a 
major charity rounded 
yesterday on a new product 
which is claimed can “convert 
alcohol faster” and help 
revellers stay sober despite 
indulging. They said there was 
no medical evidence to show 
Exit, a fizzy bitter lemon drink 
containing fructose and 
quinine, could speed the 
body's processes. 

Correction 

The photograph published on 
page 3 yesterday was of 
Westminster Cathedral, not 
the Brompton Oratory as 
stated in the caption. 
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vestigadons into allegations of 
child abase. 

The charily refies on donations 
for 85 per cent of its income. Ws 
wmito lilm you to contribute be- 
tween now and Christmas. Vhur 
mooey wfll go to help projects 
such as the NSPCOs freephone 
helpline which takes on average 
L300 calls a week, the London In- 
vestigation Team, which works 
with police and social services to 
investigate paedophiles and the 
Kaleidoscope project in New. 
castle which treats children who 
have abused others. 

Leading article, paw 13 
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|New measures will target clubland in attempt to check rising toll of drug casualties among young people 


advice 
to stop 
dance 



If 'A 


Charge Bain 

Cubs and drugs - the two have 
been inextricably linked since 
the 1980s, when ecstasy lit 
the fuse for an explosion of 
dance music and rave culture. 
According to government fig- 
ures, around one milli on tablets 
of ecstasy, known as the “bug 
drug” are sold in Britain each 
week. But there have been 
casualties: 100 ecstasy-related 
deaths in Britain over the past 
eight years. Yesterday, new 
guidelines were brought in to fry 
to cut the number of young peo- 
ple killed by the drug. 

The new measures, drawn up 
by the London Drug Policy 
Forum, an organisation funded 
by the Corporation of London 
amphe Home Office, urges 
London's 33 licensing authori- 
ties to work closer with nightclub 
owners and rave promoters to 
minimise the risks associated 
with the drug. 

lUnder the title Dance Till 
Dawn Safely, the campaign wiQ 
target the capital's 200 weekly 
dance events. The Forum hopes 
that every London borough will 
have the scheme in operation by 
this time next year and that 
local authorities across the 
country will follow in the capi- 
tal's footsteps within time. 

;The guidelines stress greater 
emphasis on reducing over- 
crowding and overheating in 


clubs, increasing the availabili- 
ty of drinking water and ensur- 
ing that all dubs have rest areas 
where clubbers can coo! down. 
The Code of Good Practice 
also includes the firm recom- 
mendation that all councils 
should set up registration 
schemes for door supervisors, 
making sure they are trained in 
recognising drug-related prob- 
lems and have no criminal 
record. 

At yesterday’s launch in south 
east London, Peter Rigby, the 
LDPFs chairman, said that the 
Forum was aware of the diffi- 
culty in preventing young peo- 
ple from taking drugs and that 
the over-riding purpose of the 
Code was to keep people safe, 
raise awareness and stop more 
young people from dying: 

“The best way to keep safe is 
to not to take any drugs at afl,” 
he said. 

“However, we live in the real 
world and at the moment we 
know that young people will take 
drugs. It is vital that we do all 
in our power to keep them 
safe.™ 

Mr Rigby said that marry 
dub owners believe that them 
dubs are not involved inthe rave 
culture and claim that mea- 
sures to reduce the risk of drug 
taking are unnecessary. 

“ wfe would counter this ar- 
-gument by pointing out the im- 
possibility of making any chib 






Closing tho doors: Sines the drug explosion in British dubs, there have boon caBs to srzMfic&te ecstasy from the rave scene Photograph; Rex Features 


■ According to government figures, 800,000 
young people in the UK have tried ecstasy. 

■ The Home Office estimates that 10 per cent 
of 14 to i9-year-oIds, have experimented with 
ecstasy and nearly half have been offered the 
dmg.\ 


■ Initially enjoyed by yuppies, file drug emerged 
in Britain in 1 982 from New York. 

■ It was originally an appetite-suppressant for 
German troops, patented in 1914. 

■ Chemical recipes for making ecstasy are now 
circulated on the Internet 


100% dreg free,” he said. 

“Even if dealing is eradicat- 
ed, dub-goers may still take 


son experience drug-related 
problems." 

The general consensus about 
the contents of yesterday’s 
launch was that the new mea- 
sures were merely re-iterating 
old concerns. However, the in- 
troduction of a door superviso- 


ry scheme was welcomed by 
council bosses and the police as 
a way ofcombating the growing 

ecswho de^io^u^ 16 
. The LDPFs policy adviser, 
AJyson Morlcy, said that the Fa- 
rum wanted to see bouncers 
from reputable firms without 
criminal records who are prop- 
erly trained in first aid and in 
recognising drug-related prob- 


lems. She said that metal de- 
tectors should be Installed to 
prevent weapons being bought 
in to clubs and that doormen 
should alert management of 
clubbers caught with drugs, log- 
ging the offence in an incident 
book which should be kept for 
a year. The news was welcomed 
by Superintendent Martin Jaudh 
of the Metropolitan Police's 
Chibs and Vice squad who said 


that rogue bouncers who deal in 
drags was a growing problem for 
the force: “We welcome the in- 
troduction of the measures.™ he 
said, “we have a very acute 
door supervisors scheme in op- 
eration at the present in the 
West End and stopping this 
sort of crime is crucial” 

Many leading London dub 
owners yesterday welcomed the 
LDPFs proposals as a way of 
producing a consistent stan- 
dard amongst the capital’s dubs 
which can only help to raise the 
tarnished reputation of the city’s 
rave scene. One leading night- 
dub owner Andy Martin, who 
coowns the up-and-caming Lin- 
ford Studios dub in south west 
London said the proposals will 
pull some of the less reputable 
dubs in to line. 

“The proposals are basically 


re-iterating a debate that has 
been raging for four years now, 
but anything that ensures the 
safety of the clientele should be 
welcomed and implemented,” 
be said. 

“Many of the reputable dubs 
in the city already have these 
policies in operation but I'm sure 
that many do not" 

Linford Studios is a classic 
example of a dub that runs a 
slick safety and security policy. 
Opened earlier this year, it has 
a resident nurse on site and op- 
erates a stringent security op- 
eration which indudes plain 
clothes bouncers roaming the 
club spotting potential drug 
dealers. 

“It is the only option in my 
opinion." said Mr Martin, “and 
there is no doubt that it makes 
people feel safer." 


Jury hears how Leah was ‘sorted’ with drugs 


Lfab Betts was warned about the ec- 
stasy tablet which claimed her life, a 
Turt was told yesterday. Her best 
friend, Sarah Cargill, told Norwich 
Crown Court she bad advised Leah 
to take only half the tablet. 

iMiss Cargill, 18, said she was con- 
cerned the tablet was stronger than 
thp ecstasy Leah bad experimented 
wftii before. But she said Leah swab 
lowed the whole pill and collapsed 
into a coma three hours later. Leah 
died after celebrating her IStfa birth- 
ddy at her parent’s home in Latch- 
iugdon. Essex, in November last 
year. 

The court has been told how she 


obtained the drug through a network 
of friends. A jury of six men and six 
women heard that Stephen Smith, 19, 
of Basildon, Essex, has admitted be- 
ing involved in the supply of the drug. 
But Steven Packman, 18, of Laindon, 
Essex, denies being involved in the 
supply of the drug. 

The jury was told how Leah and 
Miss Cargill had decided to buy ec- 
stasy for Leah's birthday party on 11 
November. Miss Cargill, of Basildon, 
Essex, had asked a college friend, 
Louise Yexley, 18, also of Basildon, 
if she could help. Miss Yexley had then 
asked her boyfriend, Mr Smith, who 
went to a nightclub in Essex with Mr 


Packman in the hope of finding the 
drug. He told the jury Mr Packman 
bought the drag from an unknown 
dealer at the nightclub, RaqueTs,the 
night before the party was due to take 
place. Miss Cargill said sbe and Leah 
each paid Mr Smith £2!L50 for a to- 
tal of four tablets. She and Leah took 
them around 8pm at the party on 11 
November. 

Miss Cargill sard that in the past 
she and Leah bad taken tablets with 
a dove moth on them but the ones Mr 
Smith brought had an apple motif Be- 
cause of that. Miss Cargill said, sbe 
advised Leah only to take half a tablet 
Leah ignored that advice and Miss 


Cargill also herself swallowed a whole 
tablet. Miss Cargfl] said it did not af- 
fect her any differently to previous 
tablets. Leah was also smoking 
canna bis at the party, she said. 

Miss Cazgfll said sbe and Leah 
started to experiment with drags in 
1995. They began with “things like 
cannabis", then took whizz, better 
known as amphetamine. They also 
tried LSD and on lour previous oc- 
casions took ecstasy. 

The court heard earlier bow Leah’s 
father Paul a former policeman, 
and stepmother, Janet, a nurse, spent 
most of the evening in their kitchen 
while the party was going oil 



H A T I 0 H A 

SOWINGS 



Late on they had gone to the bed- 
room to find Leah obviously UL Be- 
fore lapsing into a coma, she told 
them that she had taken an ecstasy 
tablet which bad been supplied to her 
by Mr Smitb. 

Miss Cargill told the jury she and 
Leah had visited Raquel's in the past 
but stopped after a row with a bar- 
maid. She said she and Leah had pre- 
viously bought drugs in the club and 
outside the dub. The court heard that 
Leah, Miss Caigill, Mr Smith and Mr 
Packman bad ail attended the same 
school - St Nicholas in Laindon. 

The trial was adjourned until 
tomorrow. 





Leah.- Warned by friend 


news 

Ritz 
tourists 
become 
the new 
poor 


Fran Abrams 

Political Correspondent 

The affluent tourists who pay 
£190 a night For a single room 
at the Ritz arc classified as the 
fourth most deprived group of 
residents in England, it 
emerged last night. 

Labour revealed that the 
Government is paring £24m a 
year in deprivation allowances 
"to West minster, which is home 
to both Buckingham Palace 
and the Houses of Parliament. 

And the money is not just 
paid on behalf of such well- 
heeled sight-seers. It also cov- 
ers commuters who work in the 
area hut who live elsewhere, in- 
cluding MPs and members of 
the House of Lords. 

The extra grants are meant in 
pan to cover the possibility 
that these needy groups of peo- 
ple might need to claim hous- 
ing benefit. It also pays for 
dteir use of parks and leisure fa- 
cilities and for the demands they 
make on the street-cleaning 
and rcfase-collection services. 

Ministers decided last month 
to continue the practice despite 
considering a plan which would 
have given councils a flat-rate 
sum to help them provide ser- 
vices to commuters and tourists. 

Opposition spokesmen have 
long complained that while 
Tory Westminster is classified as 
the fourth most deprived bor- 
ough in Britain for grant pur- 
poses, Labour Barnsley is still 
326th after IS pit closures. The 
revelation that these extra 
grants are paid on behalf of 
about 800.000 visitors as well as 
190,000 residents will cause 
further outrage. 

Frank Dobson, Labour's en- 
vironment spokesman, called 
the revelation a "fiddle". Be- 
cause 12 per cent of Westmin- 
ster residents lived in 
overcrowded accommodation, 
12 per cent of Ritz visitors 
earned overcrowding al- 
lowances for the borough, he 
said. “The government says 
Westminster is the fourth most 
deprived place, whereas Barns- 
ley is 326th. But there’s no 
Belgravia in Barnsley. 

“And when these self-same 
visitors visit Brighton, the gov- 
ernment assumes they are the 
32nd most deprived people. 
When they go to Norwich, it as- 
sumes they are the 62nd most 
deprived. It’s the same stoty all 
over the country ” 

Councillor Nick Markham, 
deputy leader of Westminster 
Council, said the attack was sim- 
ply an attempt by Labour to 
smear the borough because it 
was efficient and its council tax- 
es, which stood at £295 per 
head, were less than half the na- 
tional average of £600. 

“1 could get into a "lies, damn 
lies and statistics' debate and snr 
that for every rich tourist there 
is a poor asylum-seeker. We 
have far more of those than we 
have visitors to the Ritz. 
“This is just another one of their 
attempts to find a reason why 
we are more efficient." 
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Geraldine Coyle 

National Savings 

**Our FIRST Option Bonds 

COULD BE FOR YOU, as you can 
withdraw your money after just 
i2 months. They pay an attractive 
tax- paid rate of 4.8% pa (equivalent 
to 6 % pa gross) fixed for one year. 
05% pa tax-paid (6.25% pa gross) for 3 
Bond of £20,000 or more. At the end of 
the year you have the choice of either 
keeping your Bond at a fixed rate fer a 
further 12 months or cashing It in. You 
can invest from £1,000 to £250,000. 

Buy now using the application form 
in Your Money. Or for a full guide 
to our FIRST Option Bonds, 
freecail 0500 500 ooo, 24 hours a day, 
7 days a week." 
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THEMES OF THE DAY 


•Conservative, minority gavemment (Archie Kirkwood LDem. ; : 
Roxburgh and Berwickshire, Dr Lynne Jones Lab. Birmingham 
Selly Oak) : ’/'v 
•Violence or TV (Midhael ARsori, C.Selby) 

•Grammar schools (faddy Taylor, p. Southend E) 

•Recent MORI poll on Europe (Teresa Gorman, C. Bifierjcay) 


BLAIR’S ATTACK 


Blair began by sking whether .Major agreed with Sir Leon 
Brittari that Conservative dtvistons were weakening Britain's 
position in Europe. Major agreed that when the Commons was 
divided on any issue, “any negotiating posrtioq was weakened. 
He added that Socialist governments in Europe were waiting to 
take advantage of a Labour government after the election. ' 
Major appeared to tie grving credence to the idea of a Labour 
victory. '• 


Anthony Bevins 

Political Editor 

The tax burden is not only 
higher than it was when Labour 
left office in 1979, but also ex- 
ceeds the figure for 1974, when 
Harold Wilson led a minority 
Labour government, accord- 
ing to a Treasury brief on the 
BudgeL 

A remarkably partisan doc- 
ument, the brief says: “UK bur- 
den of tax and public spending 
[is] lower than almost any oth- 
er EU country, including Ger- 
many France and Italy.*’ 

But a table then shows that 


on the basis of provisional 
OECD data for 1995, while 
the domestic tax burden - at 
352 per cent of national income 
- is indeed lower than that of 
Germany (39.1 per cent), 
France (44.5 per cent), and 
Italy (41.8 per cent), it is still 
higher than it was 20 years ago. 

According to the OECD, the 
UK tax burden was 34.9 per cent 
in 1974, compared with 32.6 per 
cent in 1979, 34.1 per cent in 
1994, and 352 per cent last year. 

The Treasury’s own figures 
show the tax burden rising in- 
exorably between 1996-97 and 
2001-02 


The Budget brief has previ- 
ously been classed as a confi- 
dential document, but has been 
“unclassified” and made avail- 
able to The Independent fol- 
lowing a formal request for 
disclosure under the terms of 
the Government’s code of open 
government - and a successful 
appeal It is also to be made 
available on the Internet ' 
But the document that has 
been released this year is no- 
table for the omission of some 
of the more controversial data 
that could be used as ammuni- 
tion against the Government. 
One source said it had been “Q- 


letecF. The brief used to in- 
clude, for example, calcula- 
tions on the tax burden for the 
avenge family - including in- 
direct cases. But this year’s 
brief is restricted- to “tax as a 
percentage of earnings for a 
family on average earnings- In- 
come tax and National Insur- 
ance contributions.” - 

The Tfreasury is currently sit- 
ting on a pariiamentaiy question 
about die overall tax burden, in- 
ducting indirect taxes, put by 
Opposition Treasury spokes- 
man Alistair Darling before 
the BudgeL 

Summing up the Govern- 


ment tax record, the brief said: 

1 “Highest marginal rate is now 
40 per cent compared with 98 
per cent before 1978-79. Since 
L978-79 marginal tax races on 
earnings have fallen but mar , 
anal tax rales on spending 
nave risen. 

“Real take-home pay for a- 
family on average earnings 
should be £370 higher next 
year than ibis, after tax, infla- 
tion and earnings growth; over 
£1.100 higher than in 1991-92. 
This growth in living standards 
has been widely spread." 

Detailed -tables show that 
since 1978-79, when Labour 


.was. last in office, there has 
. been a “swing” of 5 percentage 
points horn direct tax on in- 
comes to indirect tax' on 
spending. 

The Uneasuty brief also con- 
tains a table from a Social Se- 
, entity analysis, “Households 
- Below Average Income”, show- 
. tog that while overall average 
disposable income has in- 
creased by 40 per cent in.real 
terms, after housing costs; bc- 
• -tween 1979 and 1993-94, ithas 
fallen by 13 percent for the bot- 
tom 10 per cent, according to 
“uncertain” Family Expendi- 
ture Survey figures. 


GOOD DAY.. 


...BAD DAY 


wv* 


Sir Teddy Taylor - On 

a day when the Enrosceptitism 
was to the tore again, he 
staggered everyone by asking a 
question about something com- 
pletely different - grammar 
schools. 



Archie Kirkwood . - 

Faced with the delightful potential 
of. first question on next week's 
minority government, Wr ; 
Kirkwood became too excited arid 
asked a hatting and ponderous 
90- warder. 


What looked like a Speaker's jest - no sooner had 
Major declared “the splits oh that side of the House: 
are seismic” and sat down, Betty Booth royd called out 
“Mrs Gorman". The Member tor Billencay stood up 
to personify the Tory rift. . 


On Budget changes to war pension administration: "Will 
the Prime Minister confirm that civil servants estimator 
that over and above any admi ni strati v e changes, 16,000 
war pensioners will lose out as a result of those 
changes?" Mr Major was not specific, but replied with 
a blanket denial that there would be any losers. 


Nigel Evans (C. Ribhle Valley) made the day's oblig- 
atory ‘my constituency is lovely; Labour wants to ruin 
if statement "My Rt Hon friend will know, because 
he has visited the Ribble Valley, that it is a beautiful 
part of England ..." he began. The question did not 
improve in the asking. 

Compiled by Ben Summers 


MPs protest 
at tortoises’ 
chilly deaths 


Fran Abrams 

Political Correspondent 

An alliance of 33 tortoise-loving MPs have 
protested to the Sweetish authorities after they 
froze L000 illegally imported specimens to 
death. The animals were destroyed despite 
offers from both the British-based Tortoise 
Trust and the SAS airline to cover the cost of 
returning them to Tadjikistan. 

The trust has now called for a boycott of 
Swedish goods until Oslo promises to deal 
more humanely with future cases. 

Tony Banks, Labour MP for Newham North 
East, has put down a Commons motion on the 
subject which has been signed by 32 other 
pariiamentaiy tortoise fanciers. 

A European Union import ban on 
Mediterranean tortoises has raised retail prices 
to between £90 and £130. As a result, 
smuggling is common and there have been a 
number of cases of “tortoise rustling”. 

Although the Swedish consignment was of 
Russian Horsfield’s tortoises, which can be 
imported, iL was impounded at Arlanda airport 
in Stockholm because its importer did not have 
the correct paperwork. 

The animals were kept in the airport for a 
week, during which time the Tortoise Trust, 
alerted through a tortoise-lovers’ Internet site, 
tried to persuade the authorities to repatriate 
them. But at the end of October they were put 
into a refrigerated container which killed them 
within a few hours. Jill Martin, who tuns the 
Tortoise Trust sanctuary in Wales, said: “We gpt 
the strong impression that there wasn’t really 
any intention of doing anything other than 
destroying them." 

The Swedish Charge d’ Affaires to London, 
Marten Grunditz, said there was no rescue 
centre in Sweden willing to take the animals, 
and they were not fit for transportation. 







// 
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Love and affection: Tony Banks with a friend in London Zoo’s reptile house yesterday; The MP has put down a Commons motion, 
signed by 32 others, protesting at the destruction of 1,000 tortoises by the Swedish authorities Photograph: David Rose 



Quangos fall to the 
cull but their cost§ 
just rise and rise 


Christian Wolmar 

Westminster Correspondent 

The cull of the quango, a long 
standing feature of government 
policy, has been successful in re- 
ducing the number of public 
bodies but has failed to limit 
their expenditure, with Gov- 
ernment wending on them in- 
creasing sixfold since 1979. 

Figures issued yesterday by the 
Cabinet Office show that there 
were L194 “non -departmental 
bodies" (NDPBs) on 1 April, 33 
fewer than a year previously. In 
fact, 96 quangos we re abolished, 
while 63 were created. 

So farewell the Physical Ac- 
tivity Thsk Force, the Nutrition 
Task Force, the Agricultural 
Dwelling House Advisory Com- 
mittee, Going for Green and tbe 
National Breastfeeding Work- 
tog Group. Several new town 
development corporations, the 
seven river purification boards 
and the London Residuary 
Body, which dealt with the re- 
mains of both the Greater Lon- 
don Council and the Inner 
London Education Authority 
have also been axed. 

Despite the Government’s 
reluctance to create any new 
bodies, enter the Local Gov- 
ernment Residuary Body* Ac 
Northern Ireland Commis- 
sioner for Protection Against 
Unlawful Industrial Action, the 
Scottish Water and Sewerage i 
Customers’ Council, Volun- 1 
tee ring Partnership and the 
Pensions Ombudsman. 

All bodies are subject to a re- 
view of their relevance every five 
years but this does not prevent 
tbe continued survival of bizarre 
sounding bodies, ranging from 
the Marshall Aid Commemo- 
ration Commissnn. which spent 
£ 1.44 m last year, the Wine 
Standards Board of the Vint- 
ners’ Company, which spent 
£456,000, and tile Secretary of 
State for Scotland’s (Electrici- 
ty) Fisheries Committee which 
has six members xml spends 
£3,000 per year. 

The trend has been that ad- 
visory bodies, which spend lit- 
tle, have %een axed but 


executive bodies, which have 
staff and spending powers, have 
increased their expenditure. 
Therefore, while the number of 
NDPBs has fallen from 2197 in 
1979 to 1,194 this year, spend- 
ing on them has increased from 
£3bn to£l8bn over that period. 

The definition of what bod- 
ies are included to tbe report is 
controversial While quangos 
have proliferated in education 
and health, such as hospital 
trusts and grant-maintained 
schools, the Government does 
not fodude the 429 hospital 
trusts or tire 100 health author- 
ities because these are local 
bodies with no national interest 

One area where the Gov- 
ernment’s policy appears to 
have been partly successful is in 
the increase in appointments of 
ethnic minorities and women to 
quango boards, promised bv 


quango boards, promised by 
John Major in 1991. Of more 


jonn Major in iyyt. ui more 
than 40,000 board members, 31 
per cent are women and 3 3 per 
cent from ethnic minorities. 


compared with 23 percent land 
2 per cent five yeans ago.The 
department with tbe best record 
on gender is the Home Office, 
with women comprising 41 .per 
cent of its 1 ,300 appointments. 
The Ministry of Agriculture, 
Food and Fisheries manages 
just 9 per cent of women from 
its 1,400 appointments. < 

The document shows .that 
many chief executives of these 
bodies earn more than £100,000 
a year. Andrew Foster, the con- 
troQer of the Audit Commission, 
which oversees the spending of 
local councils and the health ser- 
vice m England and Wales, is 
paid £140,841 a year while the 
chief executive of English Part- 
nerships earns £126,000. Other 
chief executives on six figure 
salaries include those beaditf. 
the London Docklands Devew 
opment Corporation (£ 1 1 2901 ) 
and tbe Victoria and Albert Mu- 
seum (£108.080). 

■ Public Bodies 1996 ; Sta- 
tionery Office, £14 50 
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I n a Harris opinion poll taken across the nation on 7th December, 14% of voters said that if 
they are not offered a full referendum on Europe, they would definitely consider voting 
for the Referendum Party, and a further 19% said they would probably consider voting for the 
Referendum Party. The 33% are drawn from all three major political parties. 
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Lottery handout 
fails to make up 
charity shortfall 


Earl’s folly shows off its finest features 


Uz Hunt 

Health Editor 

Medical research charities yes- 
terday received £6.7m of Na- 
tional Lottery money - about 
two- thirds of the average jack- 
pot - in the first round of pay- 
outs to the sector which claims 
it has been hardest hit by the 
weekly draw. 

The Association of Medical 
Research Charities acknowl- 
edged the grants as a “good 
start” but said the sum involved 
was disappointing. The largest 
grant announced yesterday is 
less than one thousandth of the 
biggesL single sum of lottery 
money awarded so far, £55m to 
the Royal Opera House. 

The overall income of more 
than 90 charities represented by 
the association fell by £21m 
(about 6 per cent) in 1995-1996, 
the first decrease in 12 years. 
The advent of the National 
Lottery is said to be a si gnifican t 
factor, particularly for the small- 
er organisations which rely on 
“small change” donations. 

A spokeswoman for the as- 
sociation said yesterday that re- 
strictions imposed on applicants 
for lotteiy funding had severe- 
ly affected the outcome. Ap- 
plications were limited to a 
single project rather than a 


programme of research. This re- 
sulted in the national medical 
research charities such as the 
Cancer Research Campaign 
and the British Diabetic Asso- 
ciation having to compete with 
local organisations for funding. 
“For the bigger medical chan- 
ties this is like choosing between 
Rwanda and Bosnia - do they 
seek funding for breast cancer 
or bowel cancer?” she said. 

Medical charities, especially 
the larger ones providing a 

Restrictions on 
applicants 
severely affected 
the outcome 


wide range of services in addi- 
tion to their research role which 
had previously been the recip- 
ients of lottery money, were ex- 
cluded from this round of 
applications, the spokeswoman 
added. “There is a case for the 
national charities being con- 
sidered separately in the fu- 
ture,” she said. 

Yesterday’s awards by the 
National Lottery Charities 
Board will fund research into 


asthma, cancer, liver disease, 
lung disease, rheumatoid arthri- 
tis, osteoporosis, stroke and 
head injury, and childhood 
meningitis. A total of 43 grants 
worth £6. 7m are for medical re- 
search, and 13 grants worth 
£1.9m are for social research. 

The largest grant of £542,772 
went to the Mental Health 
Foundation for research into the 
documentation and dissemina- 
tion of information for mental 
health service users on alter- 
native ways to live with the Al- 
ness. The smallest sum of 
£26,891 went to the Rehabili- 
tation and Medical Research 
Trust to investigate the devel- 
opment of pressure sores in 
people who use wheelchairs. 
Other organisations to benefit 
include the National Heart Re- 
search Fund, Research into 
Ageing, British Lung Founda- 
tion, and Tenovus, a breast can- 
cer organisation. 

One of the losers among the 
unsuccessful organisations ap- 
plying for funding was .the Zito 
Trust Set up by Jayne Zito in 
1992, after schizophrenic 
Christopher Qunis stabbed her 
husband Jonathan to death, it 
had applied for £85,000 over 
two years, and the rejection of 
cash puts the future of the trust 
in jeopardy. 



In the round: The team working on the glass canopy under the dome at lekworth 
House in Suffolk Onset) as the five-year restoration plan begins Photographs: John Voos 

I The National Trust 
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is giving 
200-year-old 
lekworth House a 
facelift, reports 

Stephen Goodwin 

The sound of breaking glass 
above a 7Uft-high scaffold sig- 
nalled the start this week of ma- 
jor renovation work at one of 
England’s more eccentric coun- 
try houses. 

lekworth House, near Bury St 
Edmunds in Suffolk, is a vast ro- 
tunda, with wings to either side, 
conceived by the fourth Earl of 
Bristol 200 years ago. The eari, 
who was also bishop of the 
wealthy see of Derry, wanted 
somewhere fitting to display the 
works of Renaissance art he was 
gathering on European tours. 

Inspired by the round house 
built by John Piaw on Belle Isle 
in Lake Windermere, Cumbria, 
he began work on the fabulous 
building -realty an oval -in 1795. 
But it was stAl a shell when he 
died in Italy in 1803 and his col- 
lections were captured in Rome 
during the Napoleonic wars. 

The glass canopy or "layUghf 
being removed this week 
screened off the never-finished 
upper floor horn the magnifi- 
cent entrance haQ and staircase 


below. It had become unsafe 
and is being replaced by opaque 
safety glass in a £63,000 restora- 
tion programme this winter by 
the National Trust, 

lekworth remained the home 
of the rich Hervey family, which 
amassed, further collections. 
There are fine English por- 
traits, Old Masters, silver, 
porcelain and furniture and is 
one of NTs premier properties, 
with 75,000 visitors a year. 

But lekworth has been as 
much a drain on the charity's 
funds as it was on the Herweys 
- heating alone costs £8,000 a 
year. The property passed to the 
trust in 1956 in lieu of death du- 
ties. The fourth marquess 
feared, with justification, that his 
successors would sell the col- 
lections. Last summer, the sev- 
enth marquess, John Hervey, 
raised more (ban £lm in an auc- 
tion of the contents of his apart- 
ment in the east wing. 

Replacing the layligfit is part 
of a five-year restoration plan. 
There are 270 panes of glass in 


the canopy, set in ornate plas- 
terwork. A clear panel wifi en- 
able visitors to look up into the 
dome. The entrance hall and 
staircase will also be repainted 
for the first time since 1968. 
Paint scrapes have revealed the 
colours com mi ssioned in 1827 by 
the earl- bishop's son, the first 
marquess. Instead of nonde- 
script Sixties emulsion, the hall 
will be a warm stone colour and 
there wQJ be painted marble de- 
tail on the columns in time for 
the spring reopening. 

■ A High Court judge yesterday 
rejected an attempt to prevent 
“executive-style” homes being 
built by the Prince of Wiles’s 
favourite property developer at 
Downe Hall, near BridporL 
DoreeL CG Fry and Son want to 
convert the Grade 2-list ed hall 
into five fiats and buQd eight 
houses with garages in the 18th- 
century landscaped grounds. M 
Justice Latham desorbed the had 
as “at one time a fine house” 
which bad fallen into disrepair 
with unkempt gardens. 



ALS& 





US 



§ 


EUR DR 






K 


ET&FU 



See Even More Of 

Moil ria 


! 







\ 





Mom. Imandmm 


PUBS 




I bln 


IS 







b 




ii 


m 


Whatever business or service you're looking for, locally or nationally, call Freepages. ffi&ppgg 
We're here to help 24 hours a day, 365 days a year and it won't cost you a penny. 

J ~ J maMw miuiin 

FREEPAGES ©0800 192 192 

http://www.freepaqes.cauk 


* 



..V'-v- 

m 

■■■ ■ 

Sftrhhha - 

vm*'- : M- : ‘ ' - : 

M certificate 
two volume 
video 
contains • 
sequences 
exclusive ; 
to video. - 




O 


AVAILABLE fftOH WH SfllTHMD All GOOD STOCKISTS- 


o© 










£^0 


THE INDEPENDENT * WEDNESDAY 11 DECEMBER 1996 


H 


news 



Heritage Secretary expresses concern to network chiefs, but a bigger threat hangs over the airwaves 
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Not such soft soap: Mrs Bottomley is worried about violence on shows watched by young children. Recent instances have included (left to right) a shooting in EastEnders and disturbing scenes in Cracker and Brookslde 

'Bottomley wields stick on TV violence 






'Marianne Macdonald 

iVMedia Correspondent 
— 

! ■ Virginia BoltomJey yesterday 
. stepped up her crusade against 
' violence on television, but tailed 
to win significant concessions 
from regulators. 

The Secretary of State for 
National Heritage announced 
new measures following a meet- 
ing with Sir Christopher Bland, 
chairman of the BBC, Sir 
George Bussell, chairman of the 


Independent Television Com- 
mission (ITC), and Lady Howe, 
chairwoman of the Broadcast- 
ing Standards Council. 

The s ummi t followed Mis 
Bottomley's demand last month 
that all three produced reports.- 
suggesting bow to reduce tele- 
vision violence. 

Yesterday the three agreed a 
four-point plan, but it appeared 
to promise little advance on ex- 
isting regulation. They pledged 
to “continue to ensure that 


programme makers maintain 
proper standards” and “firmly 
deal” with transgressions; edu- 
cate viewers about programme 
codes and the watershed; revise 
then codes of practice - apart 
from the BBC which has just 
done so - and explore bow to 
improve the signallin g of violent 
programmes on screen, on tele- 
text and in listings. 

Mrs Bottomley also pub- 
lished the results of a consul- 
tation exercise earlier this year 


into the V-chip, the device 
which can be installed inside 
television sets to blank out vi- 
olent or sexual programmes 
automatically. But her depart- 
ment's paper held out little im- 
mediate hope fbrthe V-chip in 
Britain. It said that there was a 
long way to go before it could 
be a useful tool, even if it 
proved feasible in the first place. 

It warned: “There was ... a 
degree of scepticism that the in- 
troduction of the V-chip was 


likely, at least in isolation, to be 
successful in addressing these 
concerns [about the levels of vi- 
olence and its effects].” 

Mrs Bottomley’s concern fal- 
lows a trend for crime shows 
and dramas to be less cwextly vi- 
olent but still, she thinks, un- 
healthy. She also believes that 
there is too much emphasis on 
crime on television generally. 

A mother-of-three herself, 
Mrs Bottomley wants more 
protection for children and in- 


formation for parents, and ar- 
gues that repeatedly seeing vi- 
olence must influence the ways 
people behave. 

After yesterday's meeting 
she said: “Violence on television 
is a cause for concern formally 
viewers. I share that concern. 
Statistics suggest that the 
amount of violence on our 
screens is decreasing and I wel- 
come that. 

“But even so. there are times 
when violence seems too promi- 


nent in the schedules, and this 
can be disturbing for many 
viewers, young and old.” 

Recently the BBCl soap 
opera EastEnders has been 
gripped by violence with the 
gangland shooting of Ian Beale, 
while Carlton's uvtticm Bridge 
got a formal warning from the 
ITC over a rape scene. 

Other programmes which 
have fallen foul of the increas- 
ingly restrictive climate indude 
The Bill (Carlton), Bmokside 


(Channel 4). and even the nor- 
mally anodyne Australian soup 
Neighbour* | BBC 1 ). 

Last night. Jack Cunningham. 
Labour's" heritage spokesman, 
accused Mrs Bottomley of 
trying to use television’ vio- 
lence In shore up her political 
credibility. 

He warned: "Virginia Bm- 
tomlcy s crusade on television 
violence is a fraud. She has had 
the chance to act and has con- 
sistent h' failed to do so.” 
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. . . as BBC tries to fend off 
Murdoch’s digital assault 
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Mathew Horsman 

Media Editor 

The BBC is mounting a last- 
ditch effort to prevent the cre- 
ation of what it fears will be a 
private monopoly in digital tele- 
vision controlled by the media 
mogul Rupert Murdoch. 

In response to today's dead- 
line for consultation on the 
Department of Tirade and In- 
dustry’s guidelines on digital 
television, the BBC will again 
call for mandatory licensing of 
the technology used to scram- 
ble and decode signals. 

The war waged against tele- 
vision violence by Virginia Bot- 
tomley, Secretary of State for 
National Heritage, is sure to be 
seen as wholly marginal when 
set against the crucial question 
of who will control access to the 
200-channel universe promised 
by the digital revolution. 

Mr Mmdoch, who controls 40 
per cent of the satellite broad- 


caster BSI^B, is the owner of the 
United Kingdom's only func- 
tioning “conditional access” 
technology used to drive set-top 
- boxes. The BBC fears that he 
will dominate access to the dig- 
pajstelgvision market, just 
^as he has controlled the gateway 
pay-television. 

The public-service broad- 
caster is expected to gain lim- 
ited support from the Labour 
Party, which is likely to call for 
a debate on the guidelines when 
they are published next week. 

^Barring a change of. heart 
from the Government ... we win 
be calling for a debate on the 
matter,” Geoff Hood, Labour’s 
spokes-man on trade and in- 
dustry, said yesterday. “We 
think these guidelines make 
more sense for a mature mar- 
ket, rather than for a new mar- 
ket [such as digital television].” 

The BBC is expected to argue 
that the DTTs guidelines, which 
provide for the regulation of 


conditional access through Of- 
tel the telecommunicatioos reg- 
ulator, fall well short of what is 
necessary to pre-empt a mo- 
nopoly. The BBC, which plans 
to launch as many as eight pay 
channels, wahis to be aide to op- 
erate its own subscription man- 
agement system, without going 
through the digital gateway con- 
trolled by Mr Murdoch. It is not 
convinced that the current 
guidelines will ensure access. 
The Government believes Ofte] 
can provide a level playing field 
for ah broadcasters. 

. ITV companies, represented 
by the ITV Association, are ex- 
pected to be less critical of the 
guidelines. All the same, the 
ITVA wifl today call on the DTI 
to ensure that broadcasters are 
able “to distribute tbeir own 
smart cards, and manage and 
authorise subscribers”. 

According to a source at 
ITV, “these guidelines are bet- 
ter than nothing”. He added 


that ITV companies expected 
competing conditional access 
systems to develop. However, if 
BSfcyB launches its digital satel- 
lite service next year, ITV fears 
Mr Murdoch could seize “‘first- 
mover'’ advantage.lt wifl argue 
that “if there fe i gomg to be a sinr,, 
gle proprietary conditional ac- 
cess system in operation, it is 
vital that broadcasters have a 
choice of suppliers at the sub- 
scriber-management level”. 

Channel S said it was relaxed 
about the regulations. A senior 
source said: “We believe the 
BBC is making unrealistic de- 
mands, and these have been 
sensibly ignored by the DTI.” 

Suggestions that BSkyB will 
delay the launch of its digital 
service have been discounted by 
insiders. However, it is under- 
stood that the award of con- 
tracts to make the set-top boxes 
will not be made until the reg- 
ulations have been approved. 

Business comment, page 17 
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LOW COST INTERNATIONAL CALLS 


Police foiled to find dead driver 


Michael Streeter 

A police force which “lost” a 
woman’s body after a road 
crash yesterday admitted that 
one of its officers had failed to 
find the scene of another fatal 
accident. 

The policeman, hampered 
by thick fog, unable to locate the 
spot where passing security of- 
ficers from the Ministry of De- 
fence had spotted a car in a field 
north of Bedford. 

It was only an hoar later, af- 
ter further information came in, 
that the vehicle was found with 


the body of 17-year-old Richard 
Horricks nearby. The car had 
been moved from its original 
site which suggests that the A- 
level student had been alive at 
the time of the first report. 

Yesterday, Ricbard's family 
was said to be “understanding” 
over the delay, after it emerged 
that he would probably have 
died from serious neck injuries 
even if found immediately. 

However, for Bedfordshire 
Police it brought back uncom- 
fortable memories of 18 months 
ago when two officers found an 
overturned car in a field and left 


a “police aware” sticker on iL 
The next day the body of Sally 
London, 40. was found by a pass- 
er-by, who saw an arm hanging 
out of the wreckage. The two of- 
ficers were dismissed but rein- 
stated six weeks ago on appeal. 

Yesterday, a police 
spokesman denied any similar- 
ity and said that there would be 
an internal management in- 
quiry into the incident last Fri- 
day but no disciplinary bearing. 

The original call reported the 
car abandoned in a field on the 
Tburleigh Road, near Share- 
brook, north of Bedford. But 


the responding police officer 
was not local and in the tfog in- 
stead searched the Tburleigh 
Road at Milton Nerest, two 
miles away. Unable to find it, 
and believing it was simply 
abandoned, he decided it could 
be looked for in the morning. 

Later, when a phone call from 
the public alerted police again, 
they contacted the MoD. “When 
the security officers returned to 
the scene, they found the car had 
moved 200 yards in the field, "the 
spokesman said. “The driver 
lad collapsed nearly and was lat- 
er pronounced dead” 
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Organic 
shoppers 
bottle out 
of going 
green 
all over 




committed to green consum- 
erism, buying' unleaded petrol, 
using- recycled products, and 
more likely to buy organic food. 

Recydeis and careful spend- 
ers (38 per cent) also act in an 
environmentally friendly way, 
although they do not usually buy 
green. Only the sceptics (26 per 
cent) do not buy products de- 
scribed as environmentally 
friendly because they are not 
convinced that “green” products 
are better for the environment. 

Launching the report, the 
NCC chairman David Hatch 
said: “Retailers tell us green 
products are not selling. They say 
that for many shoppers ‘green* 
... has come to sound cranky. 
However, our survey shows that 
the green consumer is alive and 
kicking [but) they can find nei- 
ther the products nor the accu- 
rate information they need." 

A MORI poll for Ark earii- 
er this year found that while 
tune out often respondents are 
very or fairly concerned about 
the environment, when asked 
what they would be prepared to 


give up, at least 90 per cent in- 
dicated that they were not pre- 
pared to go without basic items 
like a television or central heat- 
ing. Nearly a quarter said they 
would not be prepared to 
down on the use of anything. 

Reg Boorer, executive direc- 
tor of Ark, said: “As it appears 
that tiie majority of us have no 
intention of curbing our con- 
sumer instincts ... it places the 
onus firmly on designers, man- 
ufacturers and service-providers 
to redesign aD our goods and ser- 
vices in a fundamentally more 
sustainable manner." 

□ MORI interviewed a repre- 
sentative quota sample of 2,036 
adults aged 15-plus in Great 
Britain from 31 October to 5 No- 
vember 1996. AQ interviews were 
conducted in-bom e, face-to-face. 
Data bas been weighted to the 
known profile of the British 
population. The Ark Environ- 
mental Foundation can be con- 
tacted at Suite 640-643 Linen 
Hall 162-168 Regent St, London 
W1R 5TB. Ik): 0171439 4567. 

Leading article, page 13 


Hogg in new* 
attempt to 
lift beef ban 


Cofin Brown 

Chef Political Corespondent 


Douglas Hogg, the Agriculture 
Minister, is expected to seek 
Cabinet approval tomorrow for 
a bid to lift the European ban 
on British beef exports a move 
which could help to prop up 
John Majors Government un- 
til a general election next May. 

The first step in lifting the ban 
on beef exports was taken yes- 
terday by Mr Hogg with the an- 
nouncement of a massive 
computerised tracing system 
for 12 million cattle in England, 
Wales and Scotland. 

The traceability scheme, 
which will enable farmers to 
trace cattie from birth to death 
on a central computer system, 
is a key requirement of Franz 
Fischler, the European agri- 
culture commissioner, for 
agreeing to a partial cull of se- 
lected British herds. 

Mr Hogg is hoping to go to 
the next meeting of European 
agriculture ministers on Mon- 
day to appeal for the selective 
cull to be approved. That could 
hold out the prospect of the lift- 
ing the export ban on beef ear- 
ly in the New Year for cattle 
from Northern Ireland, where 
a traceability scheme is already 
in operation. Farmers with cer- 
tified BSE-free herds in Scot- 
land could follow later next year. 

The Ministry of Agriculture 
is on the alert for a statement, 
possibly tomorrow, if Mr Hogg 
secures the backing of the full 
Cabinet for the scheme. 

Mr Hogg has been fighting 
bard within Whitehall to over- 
come resistance to tbe selective 
cull,. proposed at the Florence 


summit. The Government then 
did a U-turn, arguing that the 
additional cull was not scien- 
tifically based- But the Gov- 
ernment is now poised to come 
full-circle by going ahead with 
the plan which could lead to an 
extra 100,000 cattle being 
slaughtered 

Michael Forsyth, the Secre- 
tary of State for Scotland, has 
been holding out for a scheme 
which would enable Scottish 
farmers to cash in on the liftioft 
of the ban. ^ 

There would be a big bonus 
for the Government, because 
the lifting of the ban would help 
to secure the support of the Ul- 
ster Unionists, on whose votes 
Mr Major will have to depend 
to avoid being forced to go to 
the country in an early general 
election. The Ulster Unionists 
have been pressing Mr Major 
hard to allow a partial cull to go 
ahead. Northern Ireland would 
be the first to qualify because 
it already has a sophisticated 
tracing system in place to com- 
bat cross-border fraud. 

The scheme announced yes- 
terday for the mainland will re- 
quire the agreement of the 
British farming industry, who 
are being asked to foot the bill 
for the running costs of £25m 
a year. Ministers believe they 
may object to tbe cost, but will 
regard ft as worth paying to get 
the ban lifted. 

Announcing the plan, Mr 
Hogg said in a Commons writ- 
ten answer “I recognise that this 
project is of great significance to'* 
the livestock industry. In order 
for the computerised system to 
be effective, ft wflj be essemia] 
to have the industry's support.” 
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The Social Worker 

By Ruth Silcock 

The news for you, the young man said* 
Is that you have to find 
A nursing home within a week. 

I hope that’s not unkind. 

Our hospital has no more beds. 

There’s no more room : and so 
lour mother with her mended hip, 
Unmended mind, must go. 

I have a list that you can take , 

With numbers you may ring 
And what the cost will be. I think 
That covers everything 
It's up to you. Tveworktodo. 

No time to lose. And so 
Remember, you have just one week. 
Your mother has to go. 


, many < _ 

xnaigmafised and' the unnoticed. Tta ^mYThTnrst of 
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Glenda Cooper 


Green shopping is “alive and 
kicking'' according to two polls 
released today, with consumers 
worried about the effect their 
purchases have on the envi- 
ronment. But shoppers are still 
reluctant to give up their tum- 


ble driers, televisions, cars and 
other creature comforts to en- 
sure a cleaner planet. 

An exclusive MORI poll for 
The Independent found that 
more than one in three people 
think that the planet will not be 
able to sustain the human race 
beyond the year 2100 if goods 


are manufactured and con- 
sumed at current rates. 

In the poll of more than 
2,000 people, commissioned by 
the Ark Environmental Foun- 
dation, just under half of con- 
sumers said they want goods to 
be redesigned in an environ- 
mentally responsible way. Only 


one in eight people felt that they 
could carry on as they are. 

Those aged 35-44 are most 
inclined to thinlc the planet 
will not be able to sustain the 
human race if goods are man- 
ufactured and consumed at 
current rates, with more than 
four in ten holding this view. 


Just under half of consumers, 
particularly those aged 15-34, 
want goods to be defined in an 
environmentally conscious way. 

The results mirror a new re- 
port from the National Con- 
sumer Council (NCC) which 
found that one m three con- 
sumers is committed to green 


shopping and one in five regu- 
larly buys green. The report 
identifies five type of “green” 
shoppers: affluent greens, 
young greens, recyclers, careful 
spenders and sceptics. 

Affluent greens and young 
greens (who together make up 
36 per cent of the population) are 
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‘elects’ its post-colonial satrap, a 
once bailed out by Peking 


Democrats need not apply is the 
r message in the run-up to July’s 
handover, writes Stephen Vines 


K~ 

I : .. Hong Kong - Britain formally 
r-; hands over power in Hong 
; Kong to China on 1 July but to- 
- 'day th e rea l shift in power wiB 
[ , be confirmed by selection of the 
| - first post -colonial head of gov- 
• : ernmenL 

, . More than ever before, the 
■ Governor, Chris Patten, will be 


More than ever 
before, the 
Governor will 
marginalised 


marginalised after Tung Chee- 
hwa, 59, a shipping tycoon, is 
anointed as Chief Executive. 

The selection has been some- 
thing of a farce, because China 
has dressed it up as an election, 
although Mr Tung was chosen 
- in Pekmg a year ago. 

Nevertheless, the 400 mem- 
bers of a body called the Se- 
lection Committee will cast a 
majority of votes for Mr Tung 
today. 

The two other “candidates*'. 
Sir Ti-Liang Yang, the former 
chief justice, and the business- 


man Peter Woo, w31 then grace- 
fuHy withdraw, declaring it has 
been a fair race. 

However, The process has 
been a success for Peking, anx- 
ious to persuade Tiong Kong's 
people that they are being giv-, 
en their first opportunity to . 
choose their head of govern- 
ment. 

But, despite efforts by the 
colony’s increasingly compli- 
ant media to portray the elec- 
tion campaign as a real race; 
there is evidence that the pub- 
lic have not been fooled: an 
opinion poll indicated that 56 
per cent of respondents believed 
the winning candidate had been 
chosen in advance by China. 

The farce wfl] continue, be- 
cause within days of the Chief 
Executive’s selection, the same 
400 hand-picked members of 
the committee making that se- 
lection will reconvene to “elect” 
the 60 members of a provisional 
legislature who wiD replace the 
Legislative Council, elected last 
year by the closest thing to 
universal suffrage Hong Kong 
has ever experienced. 

China also intends to soap all 
the other elected local-govern- 
ment bodies. 

In so doing it will begin the 



Changing the guard: Tung Chee-hwa (left), who is to succeed Chris Patten as chief executive of the territory 


new era of Chinese rule with a 
dean slate, deared of all the 
pro-democracy politicians who 
have consistently gained a lot of 
votes when genuine elections 
were held. 

Although China may not 
have convinced the public it is 
holding a genuine election, it 
has succeeded in lowering ex- 


An absent atheist’s 
money goes missing 


Rupert Cornwell 

Washington 


If every gre3t religion has its 
mysteries, so too now does 
anti-religion, at least in the 
United States. 

Fifteen months ago, Madalyn 
Murray O’Hair, head of Amer- 
ican Atheists Inc and the coun- 
try’s roost famous non- believer, 
vanished from her home in 
Austin Texas, along with her 
' younger son and an adopted 
grand-daughter who lived with 
her. What happened is a riddle 
which baffles her followers, the 
' media and the police to this day. 

This week the tale grew cu- 
riouscr still: According tc* a 

• Tfexas newspaper, $625,000 dis- 
appeared from the accounts of 
American Atheists and its sis- 
ter organisation United Secu- 

att larists of America at almost the 
' precise moment the three went 

missing. The paper further 
claimed that the money was “be- 

• lieved to be in the possession" 

■ of Jon Murray, the son who 

vanished with her. 

Back in September 1995, 

• everything still seemed rela- 
'■ lively straightforward. Aged 77 

and chronically ill with dia- 
betes, Ms O’Hair suspected 


she was not much longer for this 
earth. She had vanished, it was 
generally assumed, in order to 
keep those hated Christians — 
“Chnsters” as she called them 
- and their prayers away from 
any funeral she might organise. 

But as the months passed 
and no trace was found, other 
theories began to circulate. 
Maybe, some murmured, she 
had suffered the ultimate, nev- 
er to be admitted humiliation of 
a deathbed conveison. No more 
implausibly, perhaps she had 
been abducted by her Godfear- 
ing foes, especially numerous in 
the Bible Belt where she lived. 

After all had not Ms O’Hair, 
who led the challenge which re- 
sulted in the historic Supreme 
Court ruling of 1962 banning 
prayer in public in public 
schools, more recently taken 
aim at religious broadcasting ? 
Nowhere is that institution 
more entrenched than in the 
American South. Not for noth- 
ing did she refer to herself as 
“the most hated woman in 
America”. 

But if her possible demise 
could be explained, the contin- 
uing disappearance of her son 
and granddaughter could not 
Hence increasingly rumours of 


foul play, motivated by the mil- 
lions of dollars reputedly con- 
trolled by Ms O’Hair and her 
associates through American 
Atheists, which claims 40^X30 
followers, and its affiliates. Now 
comes news of the missing 
$625,000, fuelling speculation - 
denied by most of those who 
knew them - that the three am- 
ply absconded. Mexico is one 
favoured destination. Ifchiti and 
New Zealand are others. 

Belatedly WHliam Murray. 
O’Hair’s estranged elder son and 
a Christian activist has asked for 
a police investigation. In Tfexas 
of course, if there is no arrest 
warrant against a missmgpcisou, 
these things can take time: “It’s 
not against the law for an adult 
to disappear,” a police officer 
says, noting there is no evi- 
dence of criminal wrongdoing. 

Mr Murray though begs to 
differ. The trio was not the 
kind which merges into the 
background, he argues: “They 
are unusual- looking, unusual- 
sounding people, they were all 
obese, they were all foul- 
mouthed. if they came into 
your place of business you 
wouldn’t forget them.” Some- 
thing bad, he insists, must have 
happened. 


Saddam taps back into 
the world oil markets 


ft 




<!^ 


Patrick Cockbum 

’• People dan ced in the streets of 
Baghdad yesterday as Iraq 
pumped its first oil for export 
since sanctions were imposed 
when it invaded Kuwait in 1990. 
The official Iraqi News Agency 
said: “President Saddam Hus- 
sein pressed the button in 
Kirkuk’s Number One pumping 
station at 1 1-25 Baghdad time, 
declaring the return of Iraqi ou 
to the international market." 

The announcement was pre- 
mature. as a fault in the pump- 
ing-station in Kirkuk, in the 
heart of Iraq's northern oilfiekis, 
delayed for several hours the 
export of the first of 580, 000 
harrclsa day of crude ofl. which 


; pumped through Turkey 
oD port at DortyoL Iraq 


will be] 

to its oL r 

has been able to start exporting 
limited quantities after six years 
because -of the UN Security 
Councfl’s “oil-for-food” plan, 
under which Baghdad will ex- 
port $2bn of oil every six 
months. Under a UN-moni- 
tored scheme, the the money 
will be spent on food and med- 
icine for Iraqis, compensation 
for victims of the invasion of 
Kuwait and UN operations in 
Iraq. 

The US agreed last year to 
limited sales to relieve pressure 
on humanitarian grounds with- 
in the UN Security Council for 
the total lifting of sanctions. 
President Saddam initially con- 


* 



Doll ou^he barrels: Saddam Hussein restarting on 
wh -* — ’ a six-year break Photograph: AP 



sidered the monitoring of his ofl 
exports and the distribution of 
aid as an invasion of Iraqi sov- 
ereignty and delayed final 
agreement It is likely, howev- 
er, that the improved ration for 
20 million Iraqis will strength- 
en his regime. 

In giving the go-ahead for the 
plan, Boutros Boutros-Ghali, 
the UN Secretary-General, 
said: 'This is a victory for the 
poorest of the poor of Iraq, for 
the women, the children, the 
sick and the disabled." Unicef 
believes 4,500 children under 
the age of five were dying each 
month from hunger and disease. 

Li theory, complete lifting of 
sanctions will only come when 
a UN special commission veri- 
fies Iraq has no more weapons 
of mass destruction, but the US 
is likely to oppose this, to pre- 
vent frag regaining its previous 
economic ami political strengtb- 

The ofl price dipped slightly 
on news ot the Iraqi exports but 
world demand b expected to be 
strong enough to support the 
580,000 barrels a day it wfl] ship. 
Before the invasion of Kuwait, 
Baghdad exported three million 
a day. The cist crude pumped 
is to be bought by Tuirey. 

Some $132bn of each S2bn 
from sales will go for bumani- 

for goodsfoMfi-aqi Kurdistan. 
It is undear how this will be dis- 
tributed, as Kurdistan is divid- 
ed between Massoud Baizanfs 
Kurdistan Democratic Party 
and Jalhl ThJabani's Patriotic 
Union of Kurdistan, which have 
just fought a dvfl war. 

■V 




pectations of finding an inde- 
pendent-minded candidate to 
hold the top office. When the 
process of selecting the Chief 
Executive started, the public 
made dear its desire for the top 
post to be filled by either An- 
son Chan, the Chief Secretary 
and Deputy Governor, or Mar- 
tin Lee, leader of the Democ- 


ratic Party. Mr Tung scarcely 
registered in the public mind. 

Peking may be prepared to let 
Mrs Chan keep her present job 
but she is regarded as being loo 
closely connected with' the 
British to win the top post. As 
for Mr Lee, China secs him as 
a subversive and beyond the 
pale. Nevertheless, his col- 


league Szeto Wah has been put 
forward as the Democratic Par- 
ty’s candidate for the post in a 
propaganda exercise which has 
gathered 100.000 signatures. 

Mr Tung has risen in opinion- 
poll ratings because Hong Kong 
Ice to bade a winner and 
3 use he has displayed talent 
as a candidate. Able to look 


both cheerful and thoughtful 
while out and about on the cam- 
paign uafljic is taking a crash- 
course in learning how ordinary 
people live. 

Unlike many Hong Kong ty- 
coons, his story is not one of rags 
to riches but a background of 
considerable wealth originating 
in Shanghai. However, he was 
confronted with financial ruin 
in 1985, when the family’s Ori- 

ent Overseas shipping line in- 
curred debts of S2.6Sbn. China 
stepped tn to help Mr Tung in 
a complex corporate rescue 
plan which, say his critics, left 
him for ever in debt to the Chi- 
nese government. 

China's leaders got to know 
Mr Tung and liked what they 
saw. He was well connected in- 
ternationally, at ease in three 
Chinese languages and English, 
and has charisma and leadership 
qualities which have been 
demonstrated in the business 
world. 

Like the leaders in Peking, he 
is conservative and not an in- 
stinciive democrat, in spite of a 
decade working in America 
and university studies in Liver- 
pool His experience of politics 
has been gained bv serving on 
non-electcd Chinese-govern- 
mcni advisory bodies and in the 
Gov ernor's Executive Council, 
or cabinet, which he joined at 
Mr Patten’s invitation after he 
sought to include a pro-Peking 
representative. 

The big question about Mr 


Tung is: will he do what Peking 
wants, or will he, as be claims, 
stand up for Hong Kong’s in- 
terests? 

Although frequently asked, 
the question is naive. China sim- 
ply wfl] not tolcniic Hong Kong 
coming under the control of an 
ra dependent-minded leader. At 
most, it will allow a small degree 
of autonomy and permit the 
head of the Hong Kong gov- 
ernment io devise his own pre- 
sentation or policies. 

It is inconceivable that real 
power will he ceded to a new 


China simply 
will not tolerate 
an independent 
minded leader 


Hong Kong government. That 
is why there are reports of se- 
nior Communist PUrtv cadres 
being moved to the' border 
town of Shenzhen, and talk or 
restructuring the parly appara- 
tus in Hong Kong so that a sys- 
tem of control by political 
commissar* can be pul in place. 
The problem Mr Tung will face 
is that there are a number of 
competing Chinese power cen- 
tres keen to make their mark in 
Hong Kong. He may well he 
caught in the middle of a nasty 
power struggle. 
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Once it 
witnessed 



tyranny. 
Yesterday 
it saw the 
spirit 
peace 




Hope from despair The scene at the Sharpevflle massacre In March I960, m which 69 people were shot down by the South African police, and below Nelson Mand^aand^y^ 
Ramaphosa at yesterday's celebration to launch the country's new constitution 6 


Mary Braid 

Sharpeville 


Three decades ago they saw the po- 
lice roll into Sharpeville and open 
fire on a peaceful demonstration, 
murdering 69 black men, women 
and children and wounding more 
than 100 others. 

They survived a massacre which 
shocked the world and forced the 
African National Congress to aban- 
don half a century of humble re- 
quests and polite persuasion in 
favour of the AK47. It was fitting 
then that the survivors shared the 
platform in Sharpeville yesterday 
with President Nelson Mandela 
when he signed South Africa's 
new constitution, the final chapter 
in the country’s remarkable nego- 
tiated peace. 

But the thousands who came to 
dance and sing in the blazing sum- 
mer sun, under a canopy of um- 
brellas, were exorcising more than 
the massacre. They also put to rest 
the agreement which laid the foun- 


dations for it and countless other 
atrocities. For it was at neigh- 
bouring Vereeniging that the Boas, 
having lost their battle for inde- 
pendence, signed the 1902 peace 
agreement with the British which 
disenfranchised the majority black 
population. 

“That treaty laid the foundations 
of the majority’s suffering,” said 
WUi Moosa, the Constitutional 
Affairs Minister. But he told the 
crowd that this was the moment 
that “South Africans for 300 years 
have lived and died for”. 

Future generations would cher- 
ish the day. 

President Mandela linked the 
constitution directly to the sorrows 
and losses of the past. “Out of the 
many Sharpevilles which haunt 
out history was bom the unshak- 
able determination that respect for 
human life, liberty and well-being 
must be enshrined as rights beyond 
the power of any force to diminish,” 
he said. 

There was a moment's rilence for 


those who died in South Africa’s 
long revolution but from the mo- 
ment jazz legend Hugh Masakela 
began a musical plea to the ances- 
tors to celebrate, the sombre mood 
changed. “Man, this is one happy 
day,” declared a township woman, 
sashaying near the front “Ibis is 
one happy day." 

South Africa chose International 
Human Rights Day to pass into law 
one of the most liberal consitutions 
in the wodd. Approved by the Con- 
stitutional Court last week it was 
two years in the making. 

Since the euphoria of the first de- 
mocratic elections in 1994 the re- 
ality of everyday, down-and-tiirty 
politics has kicked in. The ANC is 
struggling with internal divisions, 
bom of personal ambitions and pet- 
ty jealousies. 

That was inevitable. But some- 
how Mr Mandela still floats above 
the grime. As he danced his inim- 
itable shuffle, he still wove his 
magic yesterday, a symbol of per- 
sonal sacrifice and what It can 


achieve. And the crowd loved him. 
Some say the old man has lost 


he is given to the dictatorial ram. 
But while yesterday’s airforce fly- 
past and the unveiling of the com- 
memorative plaque were too early. 
Mr Mandela, 78, and a little stiffer 
these days, was on cue and in 
sparkling form. 

His speech was run-of-the-mill 
but he charmed his audience. “1 
need hardly tell yon that this is a 
Speech my bosses drew up for me,” 
be said, before going off the cuff to 
relate a sdf-deprccatory story aboat 
the young and brash Comrade 
Mandela. Its message was ample; 
good men and women in every po- 
ll deal party had to guard against 
those who, .like the young Mandela, 
lacked vision and wisdom He made 
a general plea for national unity. 

For disunity he had only to look 
to bis own Cop brass. On his right 
sat Gauteng Premier Tbkyo 
Sexwale and Thabo Mbelri, presi- 
dent-in-waiting, recently involved 


in a bitter public dispute sur- 
rounding corruption alle^xtions. On 
his left was Cyril Ramaphosa, out- 
going ANC secretary general and 
overseer of the new constitution, 
who has opted fora business career 
after losing the bottle to succeed the 
President. 

As if internal power straggles 
were not enough, public expecta- 
tions are tough to rulfiL “The con- 
stitution is important,” said one 
man, even as the constitution was 
being signed “But it’s minor com- 
pared to jobs and houses." 

While the gloss may have chilled, 
the historic significance of the day 
stdl readied most people. As Mr 
Mandela and the ANCTs big guns 
left the platform a teenage boy bran- 
dished a poster of the mass funer- 
al which followed the Sbaipevflle 
massacre It Slowed scores of coffins 
in a long, neat line awaiting burial 

The boy thrust his poster for- 
ward. “Never again,” he mouthed 
quietly. Then a Bttle louden “New- 
er again.” 
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Former foes 
soothe old 
war wounds 


Germans and Czechs apologise after 
60 years. Adrian Bridge reports 


Czech government officials yes- 
terday confirmed that after 
two years’ negotiation, agree- 
ment had been reached with 
Germany on a declaration 
aimed at drawing a line under 
one of the last pieces of unfin- 
ished bosmess dating back to the 
wan the Sudeten Gaanan issue. 

Foreign ministry officials in 
Prague said that the Czechs had 
agreed to express regret over 
“injustices” that took place 
during the mass expulsion of 
more than 25 milli on Sudeten 
Germans after the war. 

German officials confirmed 
that Bonn was prepared to apol- 
ogise for the injustices suffered 
by the Czechs under the Nazis 
and to admit that the Nazi oc- 
cupation, which began with 
Hitler’s annexation of the large- 
ly German-sneaking Sudeten- 
iand in 1938, laid the foundation 
for the subsequent expulsions. 

“The German side ... is 
aware of the fact that the Na- 
tional Socialist polky of violence 
against the Czech people 
helped to create the bass for the 
post-war escape, expulsion and 
forced resettlement [of the 
Sudeten Germans],” states the 
declaration, which is set to be 
initialled neat week and formally 
signed by the Czech Prime 
Minister Vhdav Klaus and the 
German Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl in Prague early next year. 

"The Czech side is sony,'' the 
document continues, "that by 
the post-war expulsion, as well 
as by the forced resettlement of 
Sudeten Germans from then 
Czechoslovakia, by expropriat- 
ing and revoking citizenship, 
much suffering and iegustice was 

caused to innocent people.” ' 

The mutual apologies come 
almost 60 years after the infe- 
rno us Munich Pact that ceded 
the Sudeteniand to Hitler in a 
bid to satisfy his territorial am- 
bitions, and more than 50 years 
after the decrees which autho- 
rised the expulsion and often 


violent hounding of Sudeten 
Germans out of their homes. 

The Germans are long used 
to apologising for actions done 
m Ifftier’s name. And, alongside 
tie words, Bonn has pledged 
some 140m marks for a Czech- 
German Future Fund, akey aim 
of which wifi be to compensate 
Czech victims of Nazism. 

For the Czechs, however, it 
is a novel experience. Under 
Communism, the legitimacy of 
the expulsions - accompanied 
by mob- style lynchings - was 
never questioned, and even to- 
day many Czechs feel they were 

~ l j 
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gone 

Despite the apology the de- 
claration makes it dear that the 
validity of the expulsions will not 
be questioned and there win be 
no question of compensation fin 
those who were expelled. 

“Unlike the Germans we are 
only just beginning to digest our 
past," said Adam Cezny, a com- 
mentator on the weekly Ty- 
denik. “But while we can now 
bring ourselves to say sorry for 
some aspects of the expulsions, 
we could never accept a rever- 
sal of their legal validity." 

Representatives of the ex- 
pelled Sudeten Germans, most 
of whom settled in Bavaria, have 
fought to have the decrees de- 
ciai^illQ^LTheyye^^dapds- 

missed toe declaration and 
vowed to continue their fight for 
“justice” and the right to return 
to their former homeland. Al- 
though most of the expellees are 
now dead, annual Sudeten Ger- 
man rallies in Nuremberg attract 
crowds of more than 106,000 and 
the groups remain an impor tant 
political force in Bavaria. 

Most Czechs and Germans, 
however, hope the declaration 
will pave the way to a genuine 
reconciliation. Loo king ahead, 
the document stresses Bonn's 
whole-hearted support for the 
Czech Republic’s bid to join 
Nato and the Euijopean Union. 

■C 


Nato to issue 
Eastern bloc 
invitations 


Christopher Bellamy 

Defence Correspondent 


Invitations to Central and East 
European states to join the 
Nato alliance will be issued at 
a summit meeting in Madrid on 
8-9 July; Nato foreign ministers 
announced in Brussels yester- 
day Nato also confirmed it 
foresaw no need to base nudear 
weapons on the territory of 
new members, although the 
commnniqn6 stopped short of 
making a formal guarantee. 

Foreign ministers £rom 
Nato’s 16 nations were meeting 
at one of foe more important re- 
cent sessions of the North At- 
lantic Coundl (NAC) to fix foe 
date for tbesummit, discuss 
their relations with Russia and 
confirm arrangements for the 
Nato-Ied peacekeeping opera- 
tion In Bosnia. Today they are 
joined fay the Russian Foreign 
Minister; Yevgeny Primakov, in 
foe North Atlantic Co-operation 
Council (NACC) — “sixteen 
plus one”. 

Poland, the Czech Republic 
ainlHtmgary are foe most like- 
ly countries to be in the first 
wave to join Nato on or before 
its 50th anniversary in April 
1999- Slovenia and Romania are 
also candidates, though the 
former is more , likely, as it 
forms a land bridge between 
Italy and Hungary. 

The declarati o n on nuclear 

weapons will go some way to re- 
assuring Russia about Nato’s 
expansion, though Russia re- 
mains publicly opposed to it. 
With short-range nuclear mis- 
siles and artillery withdrawn 
from Nato Europe, and the in- 
creased reliance of Britain, 
france and the US on long 
range submarine- and air- 
launched unclear weapons 
there ts no military reason to 
put nuclear weapons into the 
territory of new Nato members. 

Nato repeated last week’s 
call from the London confer. 

«nce on Bosnia for foe local par- 
ties to implement last year’s 
Dayton peace agreement In 
fan. 'Western leaden feel they 
have dragged their feeton im- 


plementing anns-control pro- * 
visions and handing over in- 
dicted war criminals. Last! 
week's tandon conference thus : 
placed great stress on “coadi- : 
tionalrty” - making farther aid ' 
dependent on compliance. 

Nato also issued a statement L 
deploring the decision of foe : 
government in neigfabourhig 
Serbia to annul foe opposition . 
victories in recent munkipa] : 
elections. It called on the Ser- ; 
bian government “to respect the ; 
democratic win ofthe people by 
reversing that deaston”. 

The Nato meeting confirmed ■ 
that the 31,000-strong StabiH-j 
satioo Force, S-Fon which Will ! 
take over from the Peace Im- 
piemen tation Force, I-For,on 20 : 
December “wiD retain the same - 

unity of command, robust rules 

of engagement, enforcement ; f 
authority and status of forces 1 . 
that has made I-For a success”. , 

S-For “wiD contribute to a se- ; 
cure environment necessary 
for foe consolidation of peace 1 
by deterring oz, if necessary 
halting a resumption of hostil- 
ities. It will also provide time 
for political reconciliation and 
economic reconstruction to 
gain momentum.” 

Some 17 non-Nato countries 
had also said they would send 
troops to join S-Foc Nato safe 
the emphasis of international 
efforts “must continue to move 
fecn&siugftyto the civilian as- 
pects ofthe peace agreement”- 
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on the edge: Hit squads have IdRed some of Rio's street children, accused by shopkeepers of 'sullying the ne^hbourhoocrphotogtaph: Susan Griggs 

Brazil’s alleged child killers go free 



Phil Davison 

jjtin America Corespondent 

m a judgment which stunned Br azilian 
human-rights workers, a court yesterday 
acquitted three men, including two po- 
lice officers, of the 1993 massacre of eight 
children outside Rio de Janeiro’s Can- 
delaria cathedral The defendants were 
suspected of acting as “hit men" for 
shopkeepers who accused the children 
of shoplifting and "sullying the 
neighbourhood". 

In a bizarre 10-hour trial which ended 
in the small hours, it was the state pros- 
ecution, not the defence, which recom- 
mended acquittal in its summing up. 

In the words of one human- rights 
campaigner. Dr Yvonne Bezerra de 
Mello: “It could only happen in Brazil, 
and with' so-called justice like this, it 


probably wilL People are going to keep 
kflling." 

The ruling means only two of at least 
eight defendants named by eyewitnesses 
for the Candelaria massacre win serve 
time. And the two, although they con- 
fessed and were sentenced to longer- 
than-lifetixne terms, are reportedly still 


in a Rio nriHtaxy police barracks. With 
various reductions, troopers Marcus 
Vinicus Emmanuel and Nelson Cunha 
may be free within two years, or even 
earlier if they win pending retrials. 

Survivors said two carloads of well- 
known local policemen in civilian clothes 
pulled up outride the cathedral on the 
night of 23 July 1993. They palled out 
guns and opened fire on 70 children 
deeping on the pavement Six died on 
the spot, several were wounded and two 


were taken away and executed on the 
dry's waterfront 

ft was an open secret that local busi- 
nessmen had paid policemen in the past 
to move the children out of the area and 
beat (hem op. Many residents had backed 
a “clean up" campaign. After a newspa- 
per advertisement appeared with the 
headline "K3D a Child CriminaT, the ed- 
itor insisted it was not to be taken seriously. 

According to human-rights workers, 
the judgment made a mockery of pledges 
by President Fernando Henrique Car- 
doso to punish the country’s endemic po- 
lice brutality. “This is impunity," said Dr 
Bezerra de Mello, a millionaire's wife 
who spends her time looking after home- 
less children in Rio. “The court would 
not allow eyewitness survivors to testi- 
fy. And anyway, we couldn’t bring chil- 
dren survivors as witnesses because the 


police would have killed them. The 
prosecution was supposed to defend 
these kids. Instead, they defended the de- 
fendants." 

Dr Bezerra de Mello said she believed 
the prosecution must have made a deal 
with the defence. Prosecutors expressed 
little sympathy for the victims and at- 
tacked Dr Bezerra dc Mello personally 
for helping them. “They [the prosecu- 
tors] accused me of organising the kids, 
of encouraging them to do drugs." 

The key witness to the massacre, 
Wagner dos Santos, was shot and wound- 
ed the following year after identifying sev- 
eral of the massacre gunmen. Dr Bezerra 
de Mello smuggled him to Switzerland 
for his protection. He relumed to give 
evidence in the trial of VTnicus Em- 
manuel earlier this year but was forced 
to flee abroad again after further threats. 


Robert Matiken 

Sydney 

When David Ycldham. one of 
Australia’s most respected for- 
mer judges, committed suicide 
last month, the country was 
shocked. 

Yesterday, after weeks of ru- 
mours. some of the answers fell 
into place when a royal com- 
mission revealed he had con- 
fessed. hours before he died, to 
a secret life of paying men for 
sex in Sydney’s public lavatories. 

It was the latest in a litany of 
disclosures to come before the 
commission, which has spent 
two years investigating corrup- 
tion in the New South Wtles po- 
lice force. Yeldham's name first 
came up in October, when 
Franca Arena, an MP in the 
New South Wiles parliament, 
asked if he had received “pref- 
erential treatment" during the 
commission's investigation of 
paedophilia. 

Ycldham, 67, was a state 
Supreme Court judge for 16 
years before retiring in 1990. He 
was a QC, married with three 
children and lived in Hunters 
Hill, one of Sydney's most ex- 
clusive neighbourhoods. 

He publicly denied he was a 
paedophile and four days later 
gassed himself in his car outride 
his home. Yesterday it emerged 
he had been secretly inter- 
viewed by the royal commission 
twice in those four days. The 
commission released edited 
transcripts. “I'm bisexual, let's 
face it," Ycldham said on 31 Oc- 


tober. “I've got a wife add three 
children and four grandchildren 
and I love young children and 
I’m involved in children's char- 
ities. But I’ve never ever, nor 
would I ever, have any sexual 
conduct Kith anyone who is un- 
der 18. 1 mean, 1 abhor pae- 
dophilia. 1 can't help being 
bisexual. Thai's something i 
was bom with. 1 suppose." 

Police apprehended Ycld- 
ham at least twice after com- 
plaints were made about his 
behaviour in lavatories at two 
Sydney railway stations. In Dc- 

Questions raised 
on independence 
of Australian 
judicial system 

cember 1988, while still on the 
bench, he was found in a cubi- 
cle with another man. in 1 990. 
after he had retired, he al- 
legedly masturbated on a lava- 
tore stairway at another station. 

bio charges were ever laid 
against Ycldham. 

His care was handled not just 
by the ordinary police force but 
by the Special Brandi, whidi ap- 
pears to have let him off the 
hook. 

The questions now being 
asked about the affair are: Why 
was his flagrant public sexual 
conduct taken on by the Special 
Branch, whose role is usually 


confined to cases involving se- 
curity and extremist political ac- 
tivity? Did police not charge 
Ycldham because they expect- 
ed to extract favours from him 
in judgments from the bench? 
How much did his fellow judges 
know of his secret life? And. 
crucially, how independent is 
the Australian judiciary? 

In his interviews, Yeldliam 
admitted that he always paid 
money to men to have sex with 
him at stations. 

He maintained that he 
“could tell by looking" if one of 
his “encounters’ was under the 
age ol 15k 

On 4 November, he said: “I'm 
of course deep} y ashamed. " But 
he regarded his oflenees as 
■'relatively minor". 

The commission's interview- 
er asked him: “In terms of your 
(twn performance on the bench 
judicially, did it worry you that 
these people might blackmail 
you?" 

“Yes,” said the former judge. 

“Well, how did you cope 
with that fear of blackmail?’ 

“I think 1 just ... well 1, 1 
didn't think too murh about it, 
quite frankly." 

“And. with the ages of the en- 
counters then, at any stage be- 
tween 1*^74. when you went on 
the bench. am] as ai today. 1 pre- 
sume that you would never ask 
them their age?" 

"That's right," the former 
judge replied. “Never." 

Hours after thus interview. 
Yeldham returned home and 
killed himself. 


significant shorts 


icall for Timm* 
$eace talks 

Two East Timor human 
rights campaigners received 
; their 1996 Nobel Peace Prize 
! yesterday and immediately 
Icalled on Indonesia to open 
talks on a peace settlement in 
Ithe small Indonesian-ruled 
■territory. 

•^Carlos Belo a Catholic . 

fftorta,' aselt-exiled activist, 
^were handed their Nobel 
igold medals add diplomas in 
!> solemn ceremony in City 
JHali, Oslo, before several 
hundred dignitaries, 
including King Harald of 
Norway. The Nobel Commit- 
tee chairman Francis 
Sejersted, who presented 
the laureates with the 
£800.000 prize, said they 
were awarded “for their 
long-lasting efforts to achieve 
a just and peaceful solution 
to the 20-year-old conflict in 
East Timor". 

Reuter - Qsfo 


Mobutu plans 
return to Zaire 

.The President of Zaire, 
Mobutu Sese Seko, 
convalescing in France from 
cancer surgery, plans to 
return to his embattled 
I homeland next week, on of 
■his aides said yesterday. 
Mobutu's protocol chief, 
Bosco Cassoubia, said the 
exact day of his departure 
had not yet been decided. 

For over a month, 

Mr Mobutu has been 
recuperating from prostate 
cancer at his Riviera villa 
near Nice. He has been out 
of Zaire since August, and 
has watched from abroad as 
the central African nation 
struggles to contain a rebel- 
lion and a refugee crisis. 

AP- Rocquebrune-Cap-Martm 

Court rejects 
election appeal 

Yugoslavia's federal supreme 
court has rejected an_ appeal 
by the opposition Zajedno 
(Together) coalition to be 
reinstated as victors of 
municipal elections in 
Belgrade, the city election 
commission said. The 
decision appeared to exhaust 
the legal avenues open to 
Zajedno which has conduct- 
ed a campaign of demonstra- 
tions against what they say is 
election rigging by the rating 
socialist party of the Serbian 
President, Slobodan 
Milosevic. Reuter - Belgrade 

One fish brings 
in <£60,000 

Iranian fishermen caught a 
14ft, 500kg sturgeon with 
54kg of high-quality 
worth £60,000 off the east 
coast of the Caspian sea last 

week. Exports of rawer 

earned Iran nearly £30mm 

the year ending March twn. 
Reuter- Tehran 


swoop on blast 
suspects 

Reach police swooped on 
suspected Muslim militants 
yesterday, rounding up 15 
people in dawn raids across 
Paris a week after the 
bombing of a city train which 
killed four people. . : 

• Investigators said theraids 
targeted a network run by 
Ahmed Zaeui, thfeiorpaer 
European leader of Algeria’s 
Islamic Armed Gfoup tGIA). 
He was given a suspended 
four-year jafl sentence by a 
Belgian court in November 
1 995. Reuter - hois 

Austria hunts 
letter bombers 

A letter bomb sent to the 
step-mother of Austria’s 
interior minister is the work 
of the extreme-rightist group 
or individual responsible for 
five earlier series, a senior 
police officer said. , 

Chief Inspector Robert 
Sturm said toe letter bomb, 
whicb exploded on Monday 
while being examined by 
police, was “with certainty” 
made by the so-called 
Bayuvarian Liberation Front, 
the rabidly anti-foreigner 

group behind most of over a 
dozen letter bombs posted 
since December 1993. 

AP- Vienna 

‘Where Kim 
has visited’ 

In a sign that the North 
Korean leader, Kim Jong 0, 
is in firm control, a 
monument dedicated to him 
is being erected at the border 
village of Panraunjom, South 
Korean officials said. 

The stone monument 
commemorates Kim’s rare 
visit to the neutral village 
inside the demilitarised zone 
on 24 November. “This is 
where General Kim Jong D 
has visited” is inscribed os 
the monument: The 
monument dedicated to the 
junior Kim is another sign 
that he is ready to assume 
power formally, more than 
two years after bis father 
died, at age SLAP- Seoul 

Police beat off 
McWannabes 

Belarus police beat students 
with truncheons as they 

descended on the former 
Soviet republic’s first 
McDonald’s restaurant in 
Minsk, believing free food 
was on offer. 

About 4,000 people, many 
of them students keen to try 
their first “Big Mac", filled 
the central avenue of the 
capital as the fast-food giant 
celebrated opening its doors 
la a 100th country. 

Cheers mixed with 
screams as riot police set to 
with truncheons to stop them 
crashing their way into the 
restaurant. 

Reuter -Minsk 


NZ rival 
joins 
Bolger in 
coalition 


David Barber 

Wellington 

Maverick New Zealand po lit- 
eral, Winston Fteters, who vowed 
to oust the conservative National 
Party government in October’s 

NewZealand Frrstparty into a 
coahtion with it 

Mr ftetezs will be deputy to 
Prime Minister Jim Bol^r, who 
threw him out of his cabinet five 
years ago, precipitating his ex- 
pulsion from the National Party. 
He will also hold the new cabinet 
portfolio oflreasurer, giving him 
immense economic power, "in- 
cluding the right to write budgets. 

The decision marked an 
about-face by Mr Peters, who 
bitterly attacked Mr Bolger - 
Prime Minister for the last six 
years - during the recent elec- 
tion campaign, saying he was 
not fit to govern. The 50-year- 
old Maori courted controversy 
by criticising immigrants who be 
dawne d had no commitment to 
New Zealand. He denied that 
he was racist. 

NZ Fust’s 17 MPs, who bold 
the balance of power following 
the inconclusive election, took 
nine hours yesterday to decide 
to join the 44 National MPs in 



Winston Peters: Expelled 
from National Party 

the centre-right government 
rather than form a centre-left 
administr ation With the mam 
opposition Labour Party. 

Mr Peters and senior advis- 
es had spent almost eight weeks 
negotiating detailed coalition 
agreements with the Nationals 

and Labour before putting them 
before his MPs. The length of 
yesterday’s meeting indicated a 
vigorous debate, though Mr Pe- 
ters said the final decision was 
by consensus. He said the deci- 
sion was made in die interest of 
“the welfare and well-beii^ of 
all New Zealanders". 

The coalition will hove an 
overall majority of onfy one in 
the 12-seat House of Repre- 
sentatives, but are likely to be 
supported oh most issues by 
eight MPs of the right-wing 
ACT NZ party and the angle 
United NZ member. 

_ The National Party has made 
big concessions on economic 
policy, including deferring 
NZSl.lba (£400.000) tax cuts 
scheduled for next July. The cuts 
were a major plank of Nation- 
al's campaign policy, but NZ 
First wanted them delayed to 
fund increased spending on 
soda! policies, 

Jli 
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Mary Leakey was the world's 
most famous palaeolithic ar- 
chaeologist and finder of East 
African fossil homiBids. 

With her husband, the late 
Louis Leakey, and later fol- 
lowed by her son, Richard, she 
was responsible in large part for 
the success of the “family busi- 
ness 7 ' in enlightening the world 
about the origins of mankind in 
Africa and in particular in 
Kenya and her beloved Oldu- 
vai Gorge, Tanzania. Her doc- 
umentation of the stone tools 
from this she and the demon- 
stration of their cultural se- 
quence will stand as a testament 
to her academic achievement as 
long as people are curious 
about prehistory. In the popu- 
lar world she win be best re- 
membered by the discovery of 
numerous hominid fossils at 
Olduvai Gorge as well as the 
find of the fossil footprints at 
Laetoli, Tanzania, of man-like 
creatures who walked upright 
on two legs at least 3.6 milli on 

years ago. 

She was boro Maty Nicol 
into a world that was co mfo rt. 


ableyust before the Great War, 


her father was Erskine Nicol, 
the Scottish landscape artist, 
and her early childhood edu- 
cation was by a governess. Af- 
ter the war the family travelled 
in Switzerland and the South of 
France where they lived for 


many years. This early experi- 
md she 


ence never left her ana she 
spoke French fluently. As a 
child die visited some excava- 
tions near Les Eyries being 
conducted by Elie Peyrony, 
where she worked with the 
Abbe Lemozi at Cabrerets, de- 
veloped the artistic gift she got 
from her father by drawing 
stone tools and also helped 
with the excavations. Her great- 
great-great grandfather was 
John Frere, the first En gfcJiman 
to recognise that certain flaked 
flints were the work of man and 
were indeed stone tools. It 
could be said, therefore, that 
archaeology was truly in her 
blood. 

Her world was shattered 
when her father died suddenly 
in 1926 and the family returned 
to London, and she to a convent 
school and conventional society. 
Her rebellious nature asserted 
itself; she was expelled from 


school more than once. Her in- 
terest in archaeology was sus- 
tained although she never 

became a ffirmalWnrtent nr trwdr 
a degree. Indeed all her degrees 
from ail over the world were 
honorary doctorates. 

In the early Thirties die took 
part in digs supervised by 
Dorothy Liddell and through 
her met Gertrude Caton- 
Thomson. Caton-Thomson was 
a formidable figure in Middle 
Eastern archaeology who was 
based at Oxford and whose 
boohThe Desert Fayoum (1934) 
Mary was asked to illustrate. 
This was important enough but 
even more so was the fact that 
ft led to a meeting with Louis 
Leakey, the Kenyan archaeolo- 
gist who was making a name for 
himself academically. Louis 
Leakey left his first wife and two 
young children in late 1934 and 
by 1935 Mazy had joined him in 
ThrrernTfl; together they drove to 
Okbvai with her suitcase tied on 
to the back of the car. Thus be- 
gan an association with Olduvai 
that lasted over 50 years. 

Olduvai Gorge is an offs boot 
of the Great Rift Vhlley of East 
Africa that is about 30 miles 
long and cuts across the Seren- 
geti plain. Successive rainy sea- 
sons over time have cut the 
Gorge down to base rock. Hie 
overtying deposits are sequen- 
tial but faulted and contain nu- 
merous fossils of animals that 
lived in the area over the past 
two milli on years or so. It is a 
site rich in fossils, since the con- 
ditions for preservation seem to 
have been right, in that volca- 
noes nearby spouted alkalin e 
ash which, coupled with rain, al- 
lowed bones to fossilise. In ad- 
dition the exposures have 
revealed stone tools of a vari- 
ety of shapes and sizes. Coupled 


otary appointment bur at least 
gave them a home in the mu- 
seum bu nga low. Whenever the 
ch an ce arose in the dry season 
they went to Olduvai and col- 
lected fossils in quantity. Louis 
Leakey took the view in those 
days that the origin of man was 
to be found in Africa and not 
in Asia, as was commonly be- 
lieved following the finds cf Java 
Man ty Eugene Dubois and 

Ralph von Kbemgswald, and he 
was confident that one day the 
eviden ce wo uld be found. Af- 
ter one ortwo false starts he was 
proved right 

Of the two Mary was the 
meticulous painstaking, exca- 
vator andsearcherwfcfle Louis 
was restless, exuberant and in- 
tuitive- It was not until 1959 that 
their first important find was 
made. Thfe was the skull of a ro- 


that was complete bat for the 
jaw, and found in Bed i, the. 
lowest and oldest of the fossfl- 
iferous beds. It was found by 
Mary, because Louis was in bed 
with influenza. This was not the 


last time that Mary was the one 
big mid. This was 


the 


the animals in vast bends j 
joy of companionship, Mary 
Leakey was enchanted. Even af- 
ter 50 years the thrill of re- 
turning to Olduvai never left her 
and she communicated that ex- 
citement to all of those lucky 
enough to go there with her. 

From 1937 onwards Louis 
and Mary lived from hand to 
mouth, from grant to grant The 
Directorship of the Coryndon 
Museum in Nairobi (now the 
National Museum) was an hon- 


to make the big 

the real breakthrough; * the 
world of anthropology, which 
had not always treated Louis 
Leakey with respect, was stag' 
gered by the find that proved 
ape-men not to be confined to 
South Africa and, even fur- 
ther, showed these creatures to 
be dated at one and three- 

r ter million years -before 
present. The skull was 
shown to conferences and fame 
(and later some fortune) was the 
result. Grant moneys suddenly 
became easier to obtain. 

Stone tools were found in die 
same layer as the skull, but was 
the owner of the skull the au- 
thor of the tools? Another sea- 
son was to pass before Hght was 
to be thrown on that problem' 
with the find of a little hand; a 
little foot and part of a brain- 
case. Louis Leakey, Phillip To- 
bias and John Napier startled 
the world by according to this 
creature the status of a mem- 
ber of our own genus, with a 
foot that came from a biped, a 
band that was capable of mak- 
ing the tools found alongside it, 
and a brain bigger than that of 
the known ape-men. 

- During all this excitement 


flu*’ 





Metfcotous and painstaking: Maiy and Louts Laahey on ttm ritecovery of an abnost complete skuUof austmlopttheclne ape-man In 1959 

Opinio ns of bones or statisticians 
suroTit is there for all to see. Hie 


photograph: Huiron Getty 


Mazy tended to take a back seat 
Louis revelled in the limelig ht, 
lectured world-wide and debat- 
ed his finds with anyone who 
would listen — Mary continued 
her work in the Gorge collect- 
ing stone tools from all of the 
successive layers, documenting, 
measuring, classifying, drawing 
and eventually defining the cul- 
tures and their succession from 
whatshetennedtheOIdowanin 
Bed 1 at the bottom to the 
Nairiuau at the top. She was as- 
sisted in this by Richard Haw, a 
geologist from Berkeley Uni- 
versity, CaKforma, whose dating 
exp ertise cr u rfi i nin rt the rhmnrv- 
logical sequence. Hie result of 
this work was. a series of mono- 
graphs outhe anha|gfogy of the 
Olduvai Gorge, wipr by bed* 
Olduvai Gorge: volume 3, Exca~' 
vations in Beds J aid B (1971)*' 
and volume 5, Excavations in 

I 


Beds III, IV and die Masck Beds 
(1994), that w31 stand for all time 
as a monumental work m the 
true sense of the world - it is in 
itself a monument to her per- 
sistence, to her diligence, to her 
judgement and to her courage 

in imA'rtiliiig tfii ; hig» laslr and 

surviving to finish it 

La 1970 Louis Leakey died 
and many wondered if this 
would be the end of the work 
at Olduvai. Those who thought 
that, did not know her. Work 
continued at the Gorge and an- 
other she was opened nearby 
named Laetoli. Fbss3 hominids 
were found there that were 
eaziier.than those known from 
Olduvai and even earlier than 
the*, famous “Lucy” from 
EtfuOpia that haefbeen attrib- 
uted to a new slides of ape- 
man Australopithecus afarensis. 

Controversially her fossils 


were attributed to tbis group, by 
others. Typically she did not in- 
dulge in an academic slanging 
maidi but let her work speak for 
itself. It was Laetoli. however, 
that was the scene of her great- 
est triumph. The discovery in 
1975 of fossilised animal foot- 
prints in solidified volcanic ash 
that was more than three and 
a h«Vf millio n years old alerted 

her to the possibility that 
there could be hoxuimds^&lso 

pmrap m g this eruption.' 

Perhaps their • footprints 
would be uncovered and their 
form of walking disclosed, By 


dint of painstakragwrak, and not 
a little lack, in 1978 thre 


; three trails 
of footprints were discovered. 

th^ C ^^^S^^Sing t was tn- 
contruvertibty heel-toe striding. 
The evidence ofbqjedafism does 
not depend upon anatomists 7 
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contours of the prints match 
those of modem man and his 
method of locomotion. 

What of the woman heiscll . 
Was it all academic work? By no 
means was that the case. She 
was a breeder of pedigree ID al- 
ma tions who showed regularly, 
a wildlife expert of the Africa 
she loved, an expert on East 
African rock art an inveterate 
and unr epentant cigar smoker 
and evening whisky drinker, 
and a devotee of detective fic- 
tion with a weakness for Miss 
Marple, a character she re- 
sembled in more ways than 
one. In camp, however, the 
rules were dear and had to be 
obeyed - the courtesies of an 
English drawing room were 
adapted but still applied. Meals 
were to be attended on time as 


a courtesy to the cooks. nutaty 
retired until the animals and the 

staff had been “Fed and wa- 
tered’*. (One distinguished aca- 
demic was sen! home From 
Olduvai on the busfor a tr aBS ‘ 
•nsrion against a Dalmatian.) 
Despite this seemingly fear- 
some reputation her sense of 
humour usually prevailed. A vis- 
it to the camp at Olduvai was a 

privilege ana always provided 
ousianding memories to all 
who were lucky enough lobe 
asked and who took part in the 
work of her excavations, 

Michael Bay 

Marv Douglas Nicol airhafc- 
ast 'and anthropologist.' born 

6 February 1913; mumetl 1936 
Louis Leakey ( died 1972: three 
sons, and one daughter de- 
ceased); died Naiwbi. Kenya 9 
December 1996. 
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Raphael Samuel brought to 
the writing and popularisation 
of history a seemingly inex- 
haustible energy and creativity. 
He was also an inspired teacher 
and the author of books and 
essays which have expanded 
beyond recognition the intel- 
lectual and imaginative ranges 
both of English history and of 
the writing of history itself. 

But he was not only a teacher 
and a writer; he was also an or- 
ganiser and a prophet, a dose, 
sometimes uncanny reader of 
“the signs of the times”. He 
preached and practised a new 
vision of a popular history: a de- 
mocratic history which put the 
everyday lives of ordinary peo- 
ple at the heart of a large and 
even sweeping history of the na- 
tions of Britain over the last two 
centuries. 

Samuel gave new meaning to 
the idea of history as an exper- 
imental art, inventing the His- 
tory Workshop (a term he 
borrowed from one of his hero- 
ines, Joan Uulewood, founder 
of Theatre Workshop) first as 
a local and then as an interna- 
tional movement The extent of 
his empathy was exceptional No 
one charted more exactly the 
ways in which the Industrial 


Revolution had increased the 
extent of toil in every branch of 
Victorian industry, but no one 
could have acknowledged more 
generously the contribution of 
Tory antiquaries in Early Han- 
overian England to the writing 
of a national history. His cast of 
histo ri cal actors ranged from the 
Catholic priests ministering 
among the post-famine Irish 
poor, the proletarian Glad- 
stouian roughs of Headington 
Quarry through South Whies vil- 
lage Bolsheviks in the 1920s, to 
the mobsters of the Edwardian 
East End underworld. 

His insights were the product 
of an omnivorous intellectual 
appetite which crossed disci- 
plines and periods': Samuel 
wrote with the insights of a lit- 
erary critic, the acuity of an an- 
thropologist and the wit of a 
political journalist. Up until 
his last hours he remained pas- 
sionately engaged with the fu- 
ture of history, both of his own 
many projects and those of the 
many friends and admirers 
whom he had helped to inspire. 
Raphael Samuel was brought 


up in a London household 
which 


was Jewish and Com- 
munist. His political education 
and his love for history were 


nurtured by progressive school- 
ing at King Alfred's School, 
Hamp&ead, and Bafiiol College, 
Oxford, where he became a de- 
voted student, and later friend, 
of Christopher H2L In 1956 he 
felt the Communist Party which 
had done so much to shape his 
youthful years and was one of 
the founder editors, together 
with Stuart Hall and Charles 
Thylor, of what was soon to be- 
come New Left Review. He set- 
tled in Spitalfields in east 
London in an earty-18tb-centuiy 
house which contrived to have 
been inhabited by Jews, Ja- 
cobins and silk-weavers. This 
was to become his own work- 
shop and later on the home 
which he made with his wife, the 
writer and critic Alison light 
In 1962 Samuel was ap- 
pointed Thtor in Sociology at 
Ruskin College, Oxford, a 
trade-union supported institu- 
tion which . prepared for uni- 
versity working people who 
had left school without qualifi- 
cations. Upon this post he 
stamped his genius. He was a 
brilliant if eccentric, teacher. 
Rather than submitting his stu- 
dents to the textbook Teaming 
of vocational courses, Samuel 
believed that every person had 


a Si- ■ • ? FS *6; 

a hist ory/stoiy of importance to 
tell, and one which they could 
be empowered to wise, thus be- 
coming the historians of their 
own past. As one sqjderit wrote: 

“I came to 
could not write an 




professors and well-known in- 
tellectuals shared platforms 
with Ruslrin students, offering 
the first fiuitbf their research. 
i&BWxel did .not call for the 

J'ir 1 


academic faeraicfoes, her 


Ruskin sure that Iroi^ Wri^^disniahtled. them. Manyof the 
a book.” Tb those who took up^ppntributorsr : |ttofessii^ial &- 


this challenge Samuel -was a 
source ot sometimes obstinate, 
always uplifting, faith in them- 
selves. He led people on jour- 
neys of creative self-discovery by 
blowing away the walls which 
separated working people from 
literary culture. 

From Ruskin, beginning in 
1966, Samuel also launched a 
series of national workshops on 
topics which were then un- 
heard of as the stuff of history 
and are now the tine qua non of 
every history course: women’s 
history, the history of childhood, 
empire and patriotism, the 
ch anging definition of nations, 
the cultural diversity of Britain. 
Participation in these work- 
shops in the 1970s and 1980s 
sometimes encompassed thou- 
sands. These gatherings had 
not only a political aim - the ex- 
ploration of difficult areas of na- 
tional life - but also a radical 
pedagogic purpose. Established 


torfans and students -became 
th t first writers for the H&ory 
Workshop Journal which he co- 
fqunded in,1975 and is now a 
international histori- 
cal review. Here, a group of 
radical historians formed an ex- 
tended family which soon 
stretched to all continents, but 
which had at its centre Samuefs 
tireless inspiration and contin- 
uous intellectual growth. 

In the 1980s, when so many 
intellectuals of the Left re- 
treated from die public sphere 
or feD silent, Samuel was in- 
trigued rather than repelled by 
Tbatcherite Britain. Thatch- 
erism expressed and mobilised 
some deep-rooted popular 
yearnings which Samuel was de- 
termined to understand. He 
was not afraid to share some of 
the enthusiasms in popular cul- 
ture which others spurned. The 
new leisure-time pursuits of 
the 19805 fascinated him as 



Samuel: ‘s&ts of the times' Photograph: Ludnda Douglas-Meraes 


much as Staffordshire figurines 
and Victorian music-hall. 

This engagement with the 
continuous remaking of a peo- 
ple’s past, through the barely re- 
marked and kaleidoscopic shifts 
in popular sources of enthusi- 
wn find identification, to 
be put together inhismognum 
opus. Theatres of Memory, the 
first volume ofwhich appeared 
in 1994. Samuel was a power- 
ful idiosyncratic thinker. But in 
his own inimitable way, belong 


anticipated an understanding of 
culture which is now global 
Even in his last year, Raphael 
Samuel was engaged in new 


projects. He became professor 
offcast 


at the University of East Lon- 
don and began to form a 
centre of London history. 

Gareth Stedman Jones 


Raphael Elkan Samuel, histori- 
an : bom London 26 December 
1934; married 1987 Alison Light ; 
died London 9 December 1996. 


Dame Joan 
Hammond 


In her excellent obituary^of 


Dame Joan Hammond i 
vembcrj, Elizabeth Forbes did 
not mention Hammond’s great 
love of sailing, writes John Qrisp. 

In the 1960s, she and her 
devoted companions Lolita 
Marriott and Estrecs WMkcr 
(incidentally all three ladies 
owned a Rolls- Rtiyce) spent 
much time in her motor yacht 
Pankina based in Poole Har- 
bour. I, as a youngish naval of- 
ficer, was privileged to be tiwar 
navigator on cross-chanw 
trips. Her constant concern for 
the welfare of others was illus- 
trated in daily short trips out to 
sea to “ditch the garbage"; too 
many other yachts did that at 
their harbour moorings. 

Joan Hammond also gave 
many recitals, usually accom- 
panied hy Ivor Newton, who had 
introduced me to her, and to- 
gether they made her last 
recording, an LP mainly of 
English songs, in 1965. 


Jose Lois Gonzalez, writer, died 
Mexico Gty 8 December, aged 
70. His stones about Puerto Rico 


were 
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Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


BIRTHS 


FLANAGAN: On 22 November, at the 
Chelsea and WeOainster Hospital, (o 
Julian and Caroline (dec Dinrorthl, 
a daughter. Alice Caroline. 


DEATHS 


MANHELSTAM: Dorothy, died at 
home on S December 1996. A re- 
nuukaMc woman. Cremation pri- 
vate, Memorial service to be 
announced later. 


Announcements ibr Gazette BOOHS, 
MARRIAGES & DEATHS (Births. 
Adoptions, Marriages, Deaths, Memo- 
rial services, Wedding amtanaiks, Id 
M emorials) should be sent In writing 
to (he GazeffeEdtou; The Independent, 
i Canada Sqaare. Canary Whart Lon- 
don EM 5DL. telephoned to 0171-293 
2011 (24- hour answering machine 
0171-293 2012) or foxed to 0171-293 
2010, and are dm reed at £639 a Due 
(VAT earn). 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 


TtnUncm rocm Its oen bcnkiuanmof the In- 
llianJI^KX. Union V/l. 


uiKrtMnnfciu7bftBibikl 

He moon IfoM Pieakni. Ratal Yadnuji 
AsunahoiL lUnib a . anting ot (be 

CiinJ Jf lac RKarnBaics 
VkIk UOh. London SW[; and. &'Ftntdan, 
Annul HafcliHw. at (rah a ifinnei oi the B»- 
ijucunf Hmrc. Lnodoo SWI PtinccM Mawet 
ana»h the Bri&liAnaaianGniadun .(watts' 
BoD at die Gnaramr Hue* 1 1»n«t, London w l 
Tbt wf Krw, RegdeiK. Ac Engtt oenag 
CVecci!. aiumS a Same Mmsis ai (he ImntKc 
irf Moiotih. London SWI; and a Fatnn. I he 
Ldtaka rhilhaimnic. aiuahii aacat at Ihe 
Rnd Fntid Had. London SEl. 


Changing of the Guard 

17 k Hnprfmld Cswlrv Moaned Rcpimeni 
■ntvdb. foe 1* Guanl a Ha* ( It 

Mam /' 


Birthdays 

Admiral of the Fleet Sir Edward Ash- 
more, former Chief of Naval Staff, 
77; Miss Anna Carteret, actress, 54; 
Lord Elliott of Morpeth, former 
MP and gervernmem minister, 76; Sr 
Robert FtUowes, Private Secretary to 
the Queen, 55; Mr David Gates, 
singer, 56; Miss Jermaine Jackson, 
rock singer, 42; Dr Betty Kershaw, 
President, Royal College of Nursing, 
53; Miss Brenda Lee, rock singer. 52; 
Mr Cliff Micheimore, Television pro- 
ducer and broadcaster, 77; Sir Wil- 
frid Newton, former chairman, 
London Regional Ttansport, 68; Mr 
David Plowright, deputy chairman of 
Channel 4 Television, 66; Mr Carlo 
Pomi, Sim director and producer, 83; 
Mr Patrick. Reyntkns, designer and 
artist in stained glass, 71; Mr Ray- 
mond Robertson M£ 37; Mr Alexan- 
der Solzhenitsyn, author. 78; Miss 
Sarah Spencer, former general sec- 
retary, NatkmaiCouncilforCSvflLib- 

erties. 44- Miss Sheila Walker, former 
Chief Commissioner of the Girl 
Guides, 79. 


Charles VI 1S14; toe British, led by 
Lord Methuen, were repulsed by the 
Boers under Piet Cronje at the Bat- 
tle of Magersfontein. Orange Free 
State, 1899; public buildings were 
burnt in Dublin, the damage being 
estimated at £3m, 1920; the new 
Witerioo Bridge was opened, 1945. 
Today is toe Feast Day of St 
Barsabas, St Damasus L Pope, St 
Daniel the Styiice and Saints Fus- 
riama, Victorious and Genrianus. 


tiety, London WCl in honour of 
Lord Williams of Mostyn QC 


Anniversaries 


Births: Lotus-Hector Berlioz, com- 
poser, 1803; Louis-Chaiies Alfred de 
Mussel, playwright and poet, 1810; 
Fioreflo Henry La Guardia. mayor 

of New York City, 1882. Deaths: 
Ucwelyn ab Gruftydd, last native 
Prince of 'Gfeles, 1282; Louis de 
Bourbon, Prince of Condi, soldier, 
1686; Colley Cibber, playwright and 
actor, 1757; Jean-Fran^ris Carimir 
Delavjgne, playwright and poet, 
I1M3; Sr Douglas JamcsJarduw, sol- 
dier and diplomat, 1946; Egbert 
Roscoe (Ed) Muntrw, journalisrand 
broadcaster, 1965- On this day: 
James n fled from England. 1688 ; 
Ferdinand VII became king of Spain 
after toe abdication of hb father. 


Lectures 

National Gallery: Rachel Barnes, 
"Peter Blake (u): popular icons of tra- 
d itioaal an”, lpm. 

Victoria and Albert Museum: Amelia 
Fearn, ‘'SOver for tba. Coffee and 
Chocolate”, 230pm, 

Tate GaDerr: Catherine Lever, 
"Working and Idling in Late 19th- 
and Early 20th-century Art”, lpm. 
Gresham College (held at the Roy- 
al Geographical Society, London 
SW7): Professor Colin POlinger, 
"Life on Mars?” 7pm. 

King’s College London, London 
WC2: Dr Elie Zahar, “Does Pnm- 
carf’s Geometrical Conventional- 
ism Deserve its Name?", 5.15pm. 


Dinners 

HM Government 

Mr Michael PartflJo MP, Secretary of 
State far Defence, and Field Marshal 
Sir Peter Inge, Chief of the Defence 
Staff, were the hosts at a dinner held 
yesterday evening at Lancaster 
House. London SWI, in honour of 
Sultan Haji Hassanal Bollriah of 
Brunei Darussalam. 


HMS V&tory 

Admiral Sir Michael Boyce, Second 
Sea Lord and Commander-in-Chief 
Naval Home Command, hosted a 
(firmer yesterday evening oriward his 
flagship HMS Victory at Portsmouth 
Naval Base. Among those present 
were: 


MratoKfiMnmang, HJfh CbmmiBoncrlbf 
South Africa; Lord Irvine of Lairg, Shadow 
Lord OancaBor, ud Lady Irvine; Captain 
An* Sedated. Naval Adviser W the High 
C ommario ngr for South Africa, and Mrs Lyn 
Soderload. 


Luncheons 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 
Sir Nicholas Bossar Bt MP, Minis- 
ter of State for Foreign and Com- 
monwealth Affairs, hosted a lunch 
held yesterday at Lancaster House, 
London SWl, in honour of the Am- 
bassadors of the Baltic States, and to 
bid farewell to Mr Janis Lusis, Am- 
bassador of the Republic of Latvia. 


Foundation tor Science and 
Ifedmology 

Lord Jenkin of Roding was in the 
chair at a lecture and dinner discus- 
sion held yesterday evening at the 
Royal Society, London SWL .Pro- 
fessor Peicr Hall Professor Duncan 
Mad emtan and Mr Rodney A-R. 
Green were the speakers. Their sub- 
ject was “Can we Live in the Oty of 
the Future?” 


Newspaper Society 
Mr Robin Burgess, President, News- 
paper Society, was the host at a lunch 
held yesterday ai the Newspaper So- 


Commoiiweahh foundation 
Dr Humayan Khan, Director of toe 
Commonwealth Foundation, was 
the host at a farewell dinner he Id yes- 
terday evening ai Marlborough 
House, London SWI, for the out- 
going chairman of the foundation. Sir 


Richard Luce, and Lad; Luce. Chief 
was toe 


Emcka Anyaoku was toe speaker. 


Changes in prison rules were not unlawful 


Regina v Secretary of State 
for the Home Department aod 
another; ex parte Hargreaves and 
others; Court of Appeal (Lord 
Justice Hirst, Lord Justice Peter 
Gibson, Lord Justice KD) 

20 November 1994 


LAW REPORT 
+ 


11 December 1996 


A decision of the Home Sec- 
retary to change the prison 
roles, so that a prisoner had to 
wait until be had served half of 
iris sentence before becoming 
elegtbie for home leave, instead 
of onfy a third, did not frustrate 
any legitimate expectations on 
the prisoner’s part so. as to en- 
title him to judicial review of 
the decision. 

The Cburt of Appeal dis- 
missed an appeal by Brendan 
Green, Kevin Briggs and Craig 
Hargreaves against the dedskm 
of the Queen’s Bench Divisanal 
Court on 25 July 1995 ([1996] 


COD 168) refusing their ap- 
foriudirial 


plications for judicial review of 
the Home Secretary's dedskm 
to implement a new scheme 
governing the eligibility of pris- 
oners to apply for home leave, 
and of an order of the gover- 
nor of HM Prison Risley ap- 
plying the new scheme to each 
of the applicants. 

Patrick Elias QC and Taena CaSi- 
van (Reece Dmid Wood Wdd & Co, 
Birmingham ) for the applicants; 
MkhadBeloffQC and Stem Kdvacs 
CBetuuiySaBdlor)fbrdiere^)oridents. 


Lord Jostice Hirst said the 
three applicants were catego- 
ry C prisoners at Risley. Prior 
to theiniplemention of the new 
system, each would have been 
entitled to aprpty for home 
leave after serving one third of 
his sentence. Under the new 
scheme, he was entitled to ap- 
ply only after serving half his 
sentence. 

Ea^a argued that as a result 
of the’ new polity, he was de- 
prived^ of the legitimate ex- 
pectation that he would be 
considered eligible for home 
leave ffter be had served a third 
of his sentence. Each relied on 
a notice received from the 
prison authorities when he be- 
gan his sentence, and also on 
the terms of the compact he 
then entered into with the 
prison governor. 

The change was effected by 
the Prison (Amendment) Rules 
1995 (SI 983) which replaced 
the provisions of rule 6 of the 
Prison Rules 1964. The new 
rule was introduced as a result 
of problems with the existing 
regime, such as absconding or 
the commission of offences by 
prisoners while on leave, which 
had attracted adverse publici- 
ty, to the detriment of public 


confidence in the criminal 
justice system. 

The Divisional Court, in re- 
jecting the applications, placed 
strong reliance on the House 
of Lords' decision in Re Find- 
lay [1985) 1 AC 318 at 337. It 
concerned a decision by the 
Home Secretary in 1983 to 
change the policy for release of 
prisoners on parole in relation 
to certain classes of serious of- 
fenders, such as drug traffick- 
ers and violent offenders 
sentenced to more than five 
years, by deferment of parole 
until the final months of their 
sentence, and for certain cat- 
egories of murderers hy defer- 
ment until they had served at 
least years of their life sen- 
tence. Rejecting a claim that 
this decision frustrated pris- 
oners’ legitimate expectations, 
Lord Scarman said: 

The most a convicted prisoner can 

terttnnnrfttirww* ,K n , v- 


whether the prisoners should be 
granted parole; it dealt with el- 
igibility not with timing . His 
Lordship did not accept that 

First, it was dear that timing 
was at the forefront of the ap- 
plicants' argument in that case. 
Second, in considering legi- 
bility for parole, timing was one 
of the main criteria and was in 
fact the one changed under the 
new policy of 1983. Third, the 
passage quoted from Lord 
Scarman was clearly of gener- 
al application to all prisoners 
affected ty the change of pol- 
icy. On this interpretation, the 
present case was indistin- 
guishable from Findlay. 

In any case, a representation 
could only be retted upon as 
the hasis for a legitimate dc- 
pcctatfon if it was dear and Un- 
ambiguous. The notice io 
prisoners and the compact wfth 
the governor retied upon in fob 
case did not, taken as a whole; 
conuin a dear aitd utiambigu- 
ous representation as totimmg, 
J? wwe not a proper .founda- 


tion for the legitimate expec : 
tation for which the applicants 


r ^5l wa y s ft* bwuico policy is 

the footing that it was con- 
cerned not with when but with 


contended. 

It was, however, unsatisfac- 
tory that documents of such im- 
portance to prisoners should be 
other than completely dear 

and unambiguous. 


V 


Paul Magrath, Barrister 
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Our blind eyes helped the paedophiles prey 


S uppose 3,000 children, living con- 
ventionally at home with their 
parents, had been preyed upon 
by paedophiles. Imagine that they were 
on the way home from school, home- 
work sticking out of satchels, and socks 
sagging. But suppose that each night 
before reaching the comfort of tea and 
telly, those children were accosted by 
strangers, raped, bullied and abused. 
Parents would be in outcry, let alone 
extreme distress. The entire nation 
would have erupted, fuelled by scream- 
ing headlines. Politicians would have 
launched inquiry after inquiry. And no- 
one would have rested until the culprits 
were rounded up. 

Except, of course, it could never 
have happened like this. The system- 
atic abuse by strangers erf thousands of 
ordinary children from ordinary fam- 
ilies is simply impossible. Too many 
parents would notice too quickly and 
make too much fuss. Those children 
are largely safe - the people likely to 
abuse them are not strangers, but 
members of their own families. 

However, we now learn that a lot of 
children from not so ordinary families 
may not have been safe ar ail. And no 
one noticed or batted an anxious eye- 
lid about them for years. Ibday we 
report on a new inquiry into sexual 
abuse in children’s homes in Mersey- 
side. The police want to trace more 
than 3,000 former residents who 
passed through 15 different homes 


during the Seventies and Eighties. In 
neighbouring Cheshire, the biggest 
investigation yet is taking place into 
child abuse in children’s homes; sev- 
eral former care workers have already 
been imprisoned. And in Owyd, North 
Wales, a judicial public inquiry into 
institutional child abuse is set to start 
in the new year, after official inquiries 
were covered up. All three of these 
inquiries have been disclosed by this 
paper; the Merseyside inquiry is just 
the latest, and may conceivably be con- 
nected to the other two. 

Altogether, that means 10,000 pos- 
able victims will be interviewed in the 
North West alone. Of course many 
may have been happily oblivious to the 
violence against other children. Lucky 
them. Nevertheless, wide-scale abuse 
of children went unnoticed for 
decades. 

It is not hard to see how it happened. 
Most of us were not; then, paying very 
much interest to what went on in chil- 
dren’s homes, or what happened to 
their residents. These were die tough 
cases out on the edge erf the social 
worker’s case book. 

Even the milder cases turned us oft 
the families in grim, cold poverty, 
battered wives, alcoholic husbands. 
drug-dealing older brothers and preg- 
nant younger sisters. As for the chil- 
dren in the most extreme circum- 
stances - those who were in danger, 
perhaps who were dangerous them- 
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selves, or who just had nowhere else 
to go - we didn’t think about them at 
all. Stuck out there in a shadowy 
world, far away horn conventional 
domestic security, they were easily 
dismissed as difficult a nd dysfunc- 
tional. 

So we failed to set up systematic 
and sophisticated inspections of 
homes; we didn’t monitor care work- 
ers, we didn’t investigate staff records 
and we fa fled to provide the resources 
for a fully professional care service. 
We left the staff in children’s homes 
pretty much to their own devices, and 
we paid them poorly so jobs were 


always vacant We could hardly have 
made it any easier for disturbed peo- 
ple determined to abuse those chil- 
dren. Worst of all, when the children 
cried out, we did not hear. Even now 
that police investigations and 
inquiries are finally allowing those 
children to tell their tales, most of us 
are not listening. Yet the foot that this 
abuse took place in children’s homes 
should make us more angry, not less. 
These children were taken into the 
care of the state - in other words, we 
were all responsible for them. What 
.happened to them took place while 
they were a public responsibility. 


We cannot be complacent about the 
future, either. It is true that much of the 
abuse that is now emerging took place 
a decade or more ago. Most local 
authority children’s homes are now 
dosed, with children sent to foster par- 
ents instead. The rules about caring for 
children have tightened up considerably, 
and social services are extremely sensi- 
tive to the possibility of sexual abuse. 

However, our responsibility for chil- 
dren on rite edge of society has not 
vanished. Nor has our predilection to 
ignore their predicament. Children in 
trouble are still easily swept under the 
carpet That is why we launched our 
Christmas Appeal for the National 
Sodety for the Prevention of Cruelty 
to Children's work with victims of 
abuse. Residential centres that might 
appeal to paedophiles as employees 
still exist, albeit under different 
nameg schools for children with learn- 
ing difficulties, centres for teenagers 
with challenging behavioural prob- 
lems, homes for children with mental 
handicaps. And, terribly, there are 
many children who continue to suffer 
abuse in their own apparently safe 
home environment, at the hands of 
fathers, uncles, relations, family 
friends. 

That is why we should strive to resist 
the temptation to turn protectively 
inwards towards our own families in 
the face of other chikfren’s pain. It is 
easy to do. Horrific cases of child 


abuse in Belgium and Australia are 
starting to trigger a moral backlash 
and homophobia. Retreating back 
behind the myth of the nuclear fam- 
ily. putting up barriers against the out- 
side world and rejecting people (and 
children) who are different to our- 
selves would be the worst thing we 
could possibly do. That, after all, is 
how we got into the mess in Mersey- 
side, Cheshire and Clwyd in the first 
place. That is why we are asking you 
to support our small seasonal attempt 
to fond support for children who are 
suffering abuse, not a decade, or even 
two decades ago. but right now. 

You’d have to be 
green to believe it 

O ne thing opinion polls are still 
good for is smoking out our 
national hypocrisies. Hie Indepen- 
dent's poll today reveals that wc say 
we are prepared to spend more on 
“green” products and cut down on 
the use of “ungreen” washing 
machines, televisions and cars. Ho. 
ho, ho, as wc say in this season of 
hollow laughter. Just as we are pre- 
pared to pay higher taxes for better 
public services? It’s not just politi- 
cians who say one thing and do 
another. 
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Caught in the 

adoption 

minefield 

Sin We would like to express our 
anger and disappointment at the 
& decision by the Minister of Health 
to dose the Overseas Adoption 
Helpline. As from March next year 
there will be no service dedicated 
to informing prospective adopters, 
childcare workers and medical and 
legal advisers about the complex 
processes in the sensitive area of 
inter-country adoption. The 
absence of this important resource 
will add pressure to local authority 
social services departments, which 
are already overstretched. 

Since its foundation in 1992 the 
helpline has bandied more than 
13,000 inquiries about adopting 
children from almost 100 countries, 
and we know that interest is 
escaJatmg. Ibis year, there have 
already been three times as many 
applications to adopt children from 
China as last year. 

The withdrawal of the Helpline 
- wOl not mean that those who wish 
to adopt children from overseas will 
lose interest but that they may find 
it impossible to gain accurate 
information. W fe do know that the 
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majority of inquirers decide not to 
proceed, many after talking to 
Helpline staff Both the changing 
criteria of sending countries and the 



service to them impacts on children. 

This decision, coming so shortly 
after the omission of the draft 
Adoption Bill from the Queen’s 
Speech, raises serious questions 
about the Governments 
commitment to international co- 
operation on the protection of 
children. The Bin would have 
enabled the UK to ratify the Hague 
Convention and thus be in a 
position to work co-operatively 
with the increasing nrnnber of 
other countries ratifying. 

The good intentions of 
prospective adopters will not 
protect children living in poverty 
across the world from merciless 
exploitation by marketeers. The 
Government has a duty to ensure 
that safeguards are in place and not 

to dismantle existing prowsion 

before proper legislation is passed. 

FELICITY COLLIER 

Director, British Agencies for 

Adoption & Fostering 

BRIAN WALLER 

Chair. Children and Ftowties 

Committee, Association of Directors 

of Social Senices 

DENISE PLAIT , 

Under-Secretary for Social Services, 

Association of Metropolitan 

Authorities 

STEPHEN CAMPBELL 
Under-Secretary for Social Services, 
Association of County Councus 
KEITH BILTON 

Chair of Children & Families Sub- 
committee, British Association of 
Social Workers 
PHILLY MORRALL 
National Co-ordinator, Parent to 
parent information on Adoption 
Senices 

patwordley 

Chair. Association of Families who 
have Adopted from Abroad 

London SE1 

Begging question 

Sin Sign at King's Cross 
Underground station in London. 
“Beware of professional beggars. 

Are we to understand that mere 
are amateur beggars who just do it 
for love? 

kieran COOPER 

.Si Albans, Hertfordshire 
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A positive state 
of depression 

Sir: Yvette Cooper adopts a wise 
stance in her article on chronic 
fatigue syndrome (“The disease 
that malms everyone an expert”, 7 
December). She is not, however, 
compelled by the needs of 

atri&ts and other doctors to 
id professionally to the 

it’s search for help. Such 

carers, whilst keeping open minds, 
are more driven to have some 
working hypothesis concerning the 
pathology confronting them. 

Whether or not this disorder is 
eventually shown to be primarily or 
exclusively a variant of 

“depression” remains to be seen. 
Meanwhile, this latter state surely 
deserves greater respect In Puritan 
times it was often consider ed a 
proper condition for the pilgrim 
confronting the higher reaches of 
life and striving ro have some 
worthy impact Thomas Hardy, in 
his. novels, seems to have had a 
similar, more noble vision of iL 

The point at which people give 
up in the face of problems is Seely 
to vary with the extent of their 
engagement in them at all, as well 
as their psychological capacity then 
to cope. 

Some may collapse mare readily, 

inviting others to label them • 
"unstable” or “inadequate" as 
implied by Yvette Copper. Others 
only falter after striving mightily in 
life’s arena, more so than many of 
usand beyond the call of duty-a . 
process that may require powerful 
mental defence mechanisms to be , 
in place. This may render it more 
likely that, eventually, any 
breakdown will express itself in 
physical rather than emotional • 
terms. Such people may then be the 


most difficult to reach and help 
psychologically. 

Perhaps we can make a start by 
coming to respect “depression” 
more in the individual, recognising 
it as sometimes a rather mature 
state of mind and, with appropriate 
help, a potential gateway to further 
personal growth; “sadder but 
wiser” and constructively so. 
Professor ARTHUR CRISP 
FRCPlsycb 
London SW20 


Dyslexia a step 
in evolution? 

Sir: Susan Emmett's re port on 
research into dyslexia (“P3J that 
can help dyslexics read better”, 28 
November) stated that 5 per cent of 
children are very dyslexic and 15 
percent have a mild form of this 
^disorder”, which researchers say is 
caused by abnormal brain 
rtw-misti y that might he corrected 
by fats. 

I think more research should be 
devoted to the reason for the 
increasing number of children with 
this changing brain chemistry. Is it 
part of the evolutionary change of 
the human brain, adapting to needs 
of the future? 

My son, now 46, was classed as 
“backward”, unable to read at the 
age of eight and a half but haying a 
wide vocabulary and a retentive 
minti. I eventually changed his 
school and teaching methods. He 
■Went on to gam a university degree 
and a professional qualification. 

His retentive memory of the 


spoken word is a considerable asset 
in his profession. His son, aged 13, 
was recognised as dyslexic at a 
fairiy early age and received 
remedial assistance. He can read 
fluently, although his handwriting 
and drawing are not up to standard. 

However, he appears to have 
abnormal ability at understanding 
computers. He is able to instruct 
one to draw to designs “in his 
head” and says that within bis brain 
he can perceive virtual reality. His 
main interests and top grades are in 
physics and all science subjects. 

Is dyslexia a brain “disorder”, or 
the early recognisable stages of 
brain evolution? 

LOUISE WILSON. 

CrockenhiH, Kent 


Quebec moved on 
after 1759 

Sin The summary of history given 
cm your Letters page by PSerre- 
Louis Mallen of the Institut de 
France (“ ^Foreign occupation' 
drove Quebeckers into the arms of 
Pfitain”, 7 December) - with 
English Canadians as occupants of 
Quebec ever since the 1759 Battle 
of the Plains of Abraham -is 
inadequate. 

True, there was a miHtaiy victory 
at Quebec Qlty in 1759, ana it 
resulted in a British occupation of 
New France. However, the 
demographics of Quebec have 
chang ed since 1759 and 20th- 
century Quebeckers, many of 
mixed French and English ancestry , 
are getting a little bored with this 


itionofovertwo 
centuries of subsequent history. 

Imagine how modi more 
irritating it must be to the 
descendants of the people who 


were already living m north-eastern 
North America when the first 
French settlers (or should we call 
them occupants 7) arrived. 

De Gaulle's visit caused great 
excitement among Quebeckers - 
many of them hoping for a future in 
a Quebec national state -who were 
rightly proud of their culture and 
their historic links with France. His 
dramatic speech, with its offensive 
allusion to the Nazi occupation of 
France, proved him an anient 
champion of la francophonie 
moruilale but a lousy historian of 
Quebec. 

Those of us who have recently 
heard too much of the expressions 
Quebeeois pur hone orQu&ecoisde 

souths are only too aware how 
seductive such an oversimplification 
of Quebec history can be. 

Even in the context of an analysis 
of pro-PS lain feeling in Quebec m 
the 1940s, h is irresponsible to 
reduce the rich complexify of 
modem Quebec to this “us and 
them” duality. 

If M Mallen takes a short walk 
from the Institut to the Protestant 
library in the rue des Saint-P&res, 
or a longer walk to the former 
Jewish school in the Marais, be can 
see for himself bow dangerously 
easy it is to teach people to regard 
their neighbours as foreigners, and 
what the appalling consequences 
can be. 

ANNETHACKRAY 
London NW3 
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US clouds in 
‘open skies’ 

Sin Does Matt Paxton (letter, 9 
December) really believe for a 
moment that a level playing field 
exists, when an American carrier 
can By info London and then on to 
a European Union market bigger 
than the United States, but a 
British carrier can only fly from the 
US to destinations such as Ottawa 
and Bogota? 

The Germans were robbed in 
their “open sides” deal with the 
US. It may have been open skies 
for the Americans, but the door of 
the US domestic market has been 
slammed in I Lufthansa’s lace. 

If the British don’t want to be 
duped into a similar deal it's about 
time we got off our nationalist high 
horse and allowed the European 
Commission to negotiate “open 
skies” from a position of strength, 
as is sensibly aone with eveiy other 
area of trade polity. 
DtNOSKYROU 
Department of International 
Relations 

Unhvrsity of Aberdeen 


Respectable gloss 

Sir I have noticed a tendency 
within the “quality" media -The 
Independent included -to confer 
spurious respectability on prurient 
or fatuous articles by adding the 
phrase “What does this say about 
us?" to their titles. 

Disturbingly, I find myself 
reading these articles even 
though I know I will be irritated 
by them. What does this say 
about me? 

GILES BURGESS 
London E8 
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Crackdown on 
sick stalkers 

Sir Earlier this year 1 found myself 
the victim of a hate-mail campaign 
and for four months I was besieged 
by an endless stream of sexually 
allusive andphysically threatening 
material which was posted to my 
home, along with pornographic 
newspaper and ma gazin e cuttings 
and a bag of unspeakable “gifts". 
My two young children were also 
threatened. Even the police were 
shocked at the ferocity of the 
attack. 

1 genuinely felt we were living in 
fear for our safety, if not our lives. I 
lost sleep and was forced to alter 
many plans in order to provide a 
constant level of vigilance in my 
home. 

1 truly believed this nightmare 
would cease when this pathetic and 
wicked woman was brought to 
justice. She pleaded guilty to five 
offences of sending obscene 
material through the post 1 
attended court as an observer only 
and was forced to listen to her 
eloquent solicitor give a heart- 
rending account of her client's 
impeccable character and lifelong 
devotion to good causes. The 
defendant was eventually fined a 
modest sum which she obligingly 
offered to pay off at £30 per month. 

My only consolation is that the 
Stalking Bill will hopefully be 
rushed through Parliament 
(“Sweeping penalties in new law on 
stalkers , 6 December), and that it 
will enable the courts to deal 
realistically with these sick and 
perverted characters. 

WENDY CALLAN 
Oxford 


Farsi, please 

Sir What promising news to hear 
that the Iranian Majlis has 
outlawed Western words (report, 4 
December). We may have to 
tolerate the rule of the mullahs but 
perhaps they wOl now consider 
speaking our language, Farsi, and 
not the Arabic that has been 
creeping into common usage since 
the revolution of 1979. 

No more “Allahu Akbar" over 
the airwaves, no more readings of 
the Arabic Koran mid, best of all, 
no more of those Islamic titles that 
Iran’s rulers so love to give 
themselves. 

CHERRY MOSTESHAR 
Oxford 


Old-fashioned us 

Sir I cannot let Polly Tbynbee’s 
comments (“Just say No to this 
agonising aunt”, 9 December) go 
unchallenged. 

My wife and 1 met in 1962 and 
were married in church with all the 
_ riate promises in 1964. We 
not “have sex” before our 
wedding, brought up two children 
of whom we are immensely proud, 
managed separate careers, and 
remain happily married to this day. 
Old-fashioned? Probably. Unusual 
or uncommon? Possibly. But I'm 
sorry Ms Toynbee, I will not accept 
“grotesque”. 

GEORGE BUCKLEY 
Wellington, Surrey 


Fizzy horrors 

Sir: Having recently tasted a small 
selection of “alcopops” for the first 
time, I must applaud the 
Chancellor’s decision to increase 
the duty on them. They are surely 
the most vile concoctions ever 
deagned for retail sale. 

M DWELLS 
Pinner, Middlesex 
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Labour’s Irish question mark 


Tony Blair, who visits Belfast 
this week, has so far shown 
only a perfunctory interest 
in the Province’s problems. 
David McKittrick charts 
Labour’s less than consistent 
record on Northern Ireland 


H ard-headed political operators in both the Union- 
ist and nationalist camps say privately that what mat- 
ters most to them about the next British general elec- 
tion is not who wins it, but the strength of the 
winning party's majority. 

Unionists want a weak government reliant on Unionist sup- 
port in the Commons; nationalists want a stronger administration 
with no need of Unionist assistance. 

But the possibility of a Labour government means that Irish 
politicians are already flicking back through their legendarily com- 
pendious memory banks for indications on how a Blair-led gov- 
ernment might perform. Labour policy on Ireland has see-sawed 
wildly over the decades, going through nationalist periods but also 
decidedly Unionist phases. In many ways it is a talc of radical 
instincts curbed by the exigencies of office. 

There has been much change since Labour was last in power, 
but the fact is that many of the same factors and forces, and indeed 
some of the personalities, will be faced by Tony Blair and Marjorie 
Mowhmv who, everyone assumes, will be his Northern Ireland Sec- 
retary. New Labour wfll have to face the old Irish questions. 

Mowlam has held the Northern Ireland brief Tot many years, 
but Blair has shown only the most perfunclory interest in Ireland. 
Their party has, though, gone through the same painful learn- 
ing curve as everyone else in these islands, which means they will 
not approach the problems, as some of their predecessors did, 
in a state of almost complete ignorance. 


was very much a traditional 
Labour approach, for expatri- 
ate Irishmen and their descen- 
dants had played a significant 
role in the movement since its 
early days. 

When it came to brass tacks, 
however, such sentiment went 
by the board. The government 
inserted a clause in the new bill 
laying down that Northern Ire- 
land would remain in the UK 
so long as a majority in the 
Stormont parliament in Belfast 
wanted it. 

Since Stormont had an in- 
built Unionist majority, nation- 
al bis protested that the clause 
ensured the partition of Ire- 
land. But Attlee's Cabinet 
tended to lean towards the 
Unionists, largely because his 
deputy, Herbert Morrison, had 
been much impressed by the 
Stormont prime minister. Lord 
Brookehorough, and by North- 
ern Ireland's role in the Second 
World War. Conversely, he and 
other ministers bad been un- 
impressed by the South's 
wartime neutrality. 

Against this background the 
Cabinet made its hard political 
judgements. The first of these 
concerned the reality of Protes- 
tant power, and a desire to 
avoid stirring up Protestant 
anger. The Cabinet discussed 
the 191- period, when Union- 
ists bad armed themselves with 
German guns, forming the 



Prime Minister Harold Wilson inspects the troops in Ulster. Wilson 's instincts wav radical and British withdrawal was secretly considered 



Clement Attlee : leaned 
towards the Unionists 

1949 


T he first occasion when a 
Labour government ever 
really came to grips with 
Ireland was almost half a cent- 
ury ago, in an episode which, 
though now pail of history, 
offers a telling insight into the 
party’s perspectives. 

In 1949 the Dublin govern- 
ment unexpectedly announced 
that Ireland, though effectively 
independent for many years, 
would formally declare a 
republic and leave the Com- 
monwealth. This huge consti- 
tutional change meant that the 
Attlee government needed new 
legislation to regularise North- 
ern Ireland's position. 

Up to that point the Labour 
government had exhibited 
what one of its junior minis- 
ters, the pro-nationalist Lord 
Longford, described as “a 
rather hazy benevolence" 
towards southern Ireland. This 


Ulster Volunteers and declar- 
ing themselves ready to use 
force to resist home rule. 

The 1949 Cabinet minutes 
record Labour’s conclusion: 
"Unless the people of Northern 
Ireland felt reasonably assured 
of the support of the people of 
this counuy, there might be a 
revival of the Ulster Volunteers 
and of other bodies intending 
to meet any threat of force by 
force; ana this would bring 
nearer the danger of an out- 
break of violence in Ireland.” 

The second issue was closer 
to home: that of the UK's 
wider strategic defence 
considerations. These were set 
out by the Cabinet secretary. 
Lord Norraanbrook. who 
wrote that the South’s move 
meant that keeping Northern 
Ireland within the UK bad 
become “a matter of first-class 
strategic importance to this 
country”. The issue was so 
vital, he argued, Lhat even if 
Northern Ireland wanted to 
leave the UK it was unlikely 
any British government could 
allow it do to so. 

The new bill in effect for- 
mulated a principle which is 
still a matter of cveiyday polit- 
ical argument: that Irish unity 
can only come about with the 
consent of a majority in North- 
ern Ireland. What went by the 
board in 1949 was the issue 
which came back to haunt 




these islands 20 years later, the 
question of the fairness of the 
Stormont system. 

When Longford protested 
that Catholics were being dis- 
criminated against he was heard 
out by the Cabinet, he recalls, 
with “chilly indifference". The 
young Midhacl Foot supported 
the bill but went on to call for 
u commission of inquiry into 
Stormont's “monstrously unde- 
mocratic methods,” 

But the minutes show that 
the Cabinet decided to keep its 
distance: “It was the general 
view of ministers that the UK 
government would be ill- 
advised to appear to be inter- 
esting themselves in this mat- 
ter.” Exactly two decades later, 
another Labour administration 
was in power when the civil 
rights issue spilled over into the 
streets and into violence. 



Maiyn Rees face to • 
face with Ian Paisley 

1969 


I n the Sixties and Seventies, 
governments headed by 
Harold Wilson twice con- 
sidered the idea of aiming for 
a united Ireland. They decided 
against such a course: and in 
doing so they demonstrated 
the continuity of the Irish issue, 
for they were influenced by 
much the same factors as the 
AtLlec administration had been. 

But Wilson, unlike Attlee, 
took a much closer interest in 
the issue of civil rights for 
Catholics. He supported and 
encouraged the reformist poli- 
cies of the then Unionist prime 


minister. Terence O’Neill, 
expressing open hostility 
towards opponents of reform 
such as William Craig (an early 
mentor of present Unionist 
leader David Trimble) and the 
Rev Ian Paisley. 

Wilson himself came under 
pressure to intervene more 
directly from a large number of 
Labour MPs, many of whom, 
such as Kevin McNamara, had 
Irish backgrounds and sympa- 
thies. Wilson was conscious of 
the large Irish presence in his 
own Liverpool constituency, 
remarking often that he had 
more Irish voters in his con- 
stituency than bad many 
Dublin politicians. 

His own instincts were rad- 
ical, and the idea of pulling out 
of Northern Ireland was 
secretly considered, thougjh 
rejected, before the August 
1969 eruption of violence and 
deployment of British troops. 
Wilson was folly prepared to 
scrap Stormont if the Unionists 
did not hand over many of their 
security powers, but they 
agreed and their institution 
survived. 

While the issue of civil rights 
assumed a new importance in 
1969, some points remained 
practically unaltered by the 
passage of time. Like the 
Attlee Cabinet. Wilson's min- 
isters worried about a revival of 
the Ulster Volunteers. Accord- 
ing to Tony Bean’s diaries. 
Defence Secretary Denis 
Healey warned the Cabinet 
(hat “although he had sympa- 
thy with the Catholics, he had 
to point out that if we had the 
majority of the population 
against us we should be once 
again in the 191 1-14 situation." 

Britain’s strategic military 
interests also remained a con- 
sideration. One of Wilson’s 
aides noted later “There were 
and still are arguments for 
Britain not pulling out of Ire- 
land. However, the only posi- 
tive reason for slaying in which 
really mattered in Whitehall 
was defence." 


In opposition in the early 
1970s, Wilson appalled 
Unionists. First, he openly 
espoused the aim of Irish 
unity; second, he secretly met 
the IRA at least twice, infuri- 
ating not only Unionists but 
also the Irish government, 
which took the view that he 
was, in effect, encouraging 
terrorists and undermining 
democratic politicians. 

Unionists were therefore 
apprehensive when he 
returned to power in 1974. 
They were right towony, since 
in strictest secrecy he estab- 
lished a Cabinet Office com- 
mittee to review options which 
included British withdrawal 
and independence. 

But within months the 
Unionists Inflicted a decisive 
defeat on his government's 
authority by staging a general 
strike which brought down the 
power-sharing executive of the 
time. When Wilson referred to 
loyalists as “spongers”, they 
responded by defiantly sporting 
pieces of sponge on their lapels. 

Many, including Wilson, saw 
the success of the strike as the 
clearest possible indication of 
the Unionists' strength of num- 
bers. It was, in effect, a stark 
demonstration of the Protes- 
tant power to which Attlee 
and Healey had accorded such 
wary respect. 

His sights lowered from the 
aspirations! to the managerial. 
Wilson and his hapless North- 
ern Ireland Secretary. Meriyn 
Rees, afterwards presided over 
a policy still remembered for its 
confusion and lack of direction. 
Political talks got nowhere, 
and nor did further contacts 
with republicans. Amid the 
uncertainty the death toll rose. 

Amid the confusion, Dublin 
minister Garret FitzGerald, 
worried that Wilson might opt 
for British withdrawal, lobbied 
Henry Kissinger, then US Sec- 
retary of State. He told Kis- 
singer that Dublin might seek 
American assistance “in per- 
suading Britain not to embark 


on a course of action that could 
be so fraught with dangers”. 

FitzGerald's fears, as he later 
acknowledged, were ground- 
less. Far from pursuing Irish 
unity , the f'-aii»gl ian adminis- 
tration of 1976-79 executed a 
dramatic change, transforming 
itself from the one-time cham- 
pion of Catholic rights into, at 
least temporarily, the sponsor 
of Unionist interests. 

Roy Mason, as Northern 
Ireland Secretary, revelled in 
the pro-consular trappings of 
the office, eschewing political 
initiatives in favour of a hard- 
line security policy. This 
involved extensive use of the 
SAS and police mterrogatioa 
methods which earned con- 
demnation from Amnesty 
International and others. 

This approach was so popu- 
lar with unionists that years 
later the mention of Mason's 
name could still draw applause 
from an Ulster Unionist party 
audience. 

The tough security policy 
was accompanied by conces- 
sions to Unionism at West- 
minster, where Callaghan’s 
minority government needed 
Ulster Unionist support in the 
lobbies. That period is remem- 
bered - as these last days of the 
Major government will doubt- 
less be - as one in which a 
prime minister put the sur- 
vival of his administration 
above other considerations. 

Callaghan paid the price, 
however, when his policies 
led the then leader of the 
SDLP, Gcny FiU, to vote 
with the Conservatives in a 
no-confidence motion. 
“Labour policy since 1974 
has been disastrous," Fill 
said in an emotional, still- 
remembered Commons 

speech. “The Government 
has disregarded the minority 
and appeased the blackmail- 
ers of the Unionist majority.” 
Fill's vole - the first he cast 
against Labour in 14 years - 
helped bring down the last 
Labour government. 



Mo Mowlam: 

.Anglo-Irish approach 

1997 ? 

O ut of office, Labour at 
first reverted to a more 
pro-nationalist line, in 
the early Eighties adopting a 
policy of pursuing Irish unity 
with Unionist consent. In the 
past few years, however, Blair 
nas significantly softened this 
approach. 

He first removed Kevin 
McNamara, the shadow 
Northern Ireland spokesman ( . 
who was identified with "old 
Labour" and known as a pas- 
sionate Irish nationalist. His 
replacement, Marjorie Mow- 
lam, and Blair himself have 
since made it clear lhat while 
the party is still technically 
committed to unity by con- 
sent it will not push union- 
" ists in that direction. 

They will none the less 
place a high priority on an 
Anglo-Irish approach, 
involving the South in the 
administration of the North, 
and increasing Lon don - 
Dublin co-operation. The 
Irish vote may no longer be 
a factor of note in British 
politics, but it has been 
replaced with the much 
stronger influence wielded 
today by Dublin. 

This mild greenery is 
derived not so much from 
Labour’s own instincts as 
from the general consensus 
(with the significant excep- 
tion of the Unionists) that^ 
the political facts of life arc 
Anglo-Irish. But many of the 
issues faced by his Labour 
predecessors will still be 
there. The defence issue may 
have dimmed, but tbe issue 
of the integrity of tbe UK will 
be on the Conservative 
agenda, and therefore on 
Labours also. 

And while the South's 
influence has grown, the 
reality of Unionism's 
strength of numbers is still 
evidenL Only a few months 
ago Lhe Drumcrec episode, 
which amounted to a minor 
key rerun of tbe 1974 loyal- 
ist strike, provided a salutaiy 
reminder of the realpolitik 
of potential Protestant 
power. 

Blair would bring to the 
post no strong iastincis an 
Ireland, though his general 
approach suggests he would 
not favour any Wilson-style 
adventurism. His policies ^ 
may be further circumscribed 
by the Tories, who in oppo- 
sition might well opt for a 
stronger pro-union line. 

But the most important 
determinant of Labour's ap- 
proach, as it threads its way 
through the Irish minefield, 
may well be the size of its 
majority. A strong Blair gov- 
ernment will have a tricky 
enough task in working 
towards peace and agree- 
ment; but a weak adminis- 
tration, dependent on 
Unionist support in the lob- 
bies, would be something 
close to a nightmare for 
nationalists, and indeed for 
Blair himself. 
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Vote now for the Non-Personality of the Year 

T here is still time to tor” Brian Mawhinney, Terry *’ 5 — * J — - ■ 

vote in our Non- ^ite. Noel Edmonds and 

Personality of 1996 Peter Mavle again. 


T here is still time to 
vote in our Non- 
Personality of 1996 
competition! Yes, this is your 
chance to nominate the per- 
son who. in your opinion, 
has done most Vo lower the 
lone of 1996 and make it a 
duller, drearier year. 

Just to remind you of the 
purpose of the contest - the 
whole idea is In counterbal- 
ance the vicious trend of 
things like the Today Pro- 
gramme Personality of the 
Year. BBC Sports Personality 
of the Year and so on, in 
which the winners generally 
have very little personality 
and haven't done very much. 
Typically, it tends to be an 
army officer who has got an 
Olympic silver medal in the 
bobsleigh, a member of the 
Royal Family who has got 
through the year without 
being divorced* someone 
who spent a year as a 
hostage in Beirut, etc. 

Bui our Non -Personality of 
the Year has to be someone 
who genuinely seems to have 
no particular personality and 
has genuinely achieved noth- 
ing at all. 

Past winners of the Non- 
Personality of the Year 
include Peter Mavle, “Doc- 


tor” Brian Mawhinney, Terry 
Wane. Noel Edmonds and 
Peter Mayle again. 

This year, however, we are 
not naming any names. This 
is partly because wc arc 
scared of libel suits, and 
partly for fear Peter Mayle 
might win again. So, without 
any names or pack drill, here 
aie out nominations foi the 
title of Non- Personality of 
the Year. 1996! 

•That chap who docs the 
weather forecast without your 
being able to understand a 
word of what he is saying, 

• The girl that Melvyn 
Bragg brings along to Start 
The Week because if he did- 
n't there wouldn't be any 
female on the programme. 

•That bright young pre- 
senter of that children's TV 
programme, you know the 
one. 

•Any journalist who tries 
to turn The Archers into a 
news story. 

•Anyone who has been 
sensationally fired from this 
Irish thing called Rhvrdance 
where they only move half 
their body, so presumably it 
would only be worth firing, 
half of him anyway ... 

• That bloke who comes 
up behind you at 9flraph on 



Miles 

Kington 

the motorway and flashes his 
headlights if you won’t get 
out of the way quick enough. 

• Arty director of 
Came lot 

• Anyone who tries to 
explain the windfall tax. 

• The person at the BBC 
who persists in believing that 
the Budget speech is an 

- effective piece of theatre. 

• A footballer who -is 
more famous for being sent 
off or missing a penalty than 
anything else. 

• Anyone who is suppos- 
edly a model for a character 
in Absolutely Fabulous. 

• The person who coined 


the meaningless word 
“supermodeH. 

• Any child of lhe late 
Robert Maxwell. 

•That bloke who drives 
along the motorway in front 
of you in the middle or fast 
lane at a solid 50mph, no 
more, and won’t move over, 
even when you flash your 
lights at him from behind. 

• That woman you sit 
next to who spends the 
whole dinner party saying 
how good 7 Wo Fal Ladies is. 
and you finally say, “Yes, but 
why is it so good? What do 
they actually ever do except 
laugh* when nothing funny is 
happening or being said? 
What docs it actually tell us 
about cooking,.whcn every- 
thing is so obviously set up?” 
And the woman looks at you 
askance as if you are missing 
the point, and you suddenly 
realise that SHE will be 
nominating YOU for Non- 
Personality of 1996 ... 

• Hie politician. who has 
most often gone on the 
much-vaunted Today pro- 
gramme and then failed to 
answer the question. . 

• A disturbed youth who 
costs the local council 
£90,000 a week to give care 
to. Obviously we can't give 


his name for legal reasons, 
arid equally obviously we 
wouldn’t be lifting a finger 
to help him if we didn't have 
a legal obligation to do so. 

• Anyone who still wears 
his baseball cap back to front. 

• Anyone who is idiot 
enough to buy the new Eng- 
land football strip, or the 
new Manchester United one. 
or any of them ... 

• Anyone who ring? you 
up and says, “171. tell you 
why I rang”. 

■ Anyone who goes out 
and puts money on the 
much-vaunted Today pro- 
gramme's racing tips. 

• The person at the BBC 
who dreamt up the slogan: 
“It’s ail for you on Radio 2”, 

• Any of the many people 
who ring me up and call me 
Mr Maynard and then try to 
sell me lime-shares, double 
glazing, etc, whereas Mr 
Maynard is the name of my 
wife’s first husband, which 
isn’t the best or most tactful 
way of going about selling 
me time-shares, double gaz- 
ing, etc ... 

More nominations for Non- 
Personality of J996 coming 
soon. Please feel free to nomi- 
nate someone yourself! 
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Labour may 
flinch from a 
new top tax 


L uigfs in Govern Garden 
is a restaurant even 
more firmly embedded 
in political folklore than Chez 
Nico, scene of Ken Clarke’s 
alleged indiscretions last week. 

It was there that NeD Kjnnock, 
thinking aloud in January 1992 
at dinner with journalists, 

Seated the idea of “phasing in” 
the party’s planned increases in 
national insurance contrib- 
utions to limit their electoral 
damage. The stoxy of the 
retreat hit most of the front DOI 

pages. A furious John Smith 
confronted Kinnock, and the Maci 

idea was swiftly dropped. 

All that is well known. Less 
well known is that after the rrn_ 
episode, a still smouldering i.Jj6 

John Smith went into the Com- 
mons smoking room and com- l~n 

plained to several Labour MPs *■*** 

about Bannock raising with ~ 

journalists a proposal he had COHDT 
not agreed with his shadow 
Chancellor. The MPs ducked 1 

and nodded sympathetically; gOCK 

there was certainly justice in hrs 
complaint. But after Smith had 1QQO 
left they took out bail-points 
and paper and worked out, for ci 

the first time, just what the J£g 
planned increases in taxes and 
national contributions would 
mean for their own pay pack- STM 

ets. And were suitably shocked. 

Suddenly the fears about tax Korr 

that Neil Kinnock had been 
addressing at Luigi's didn’t 
seem so absurd. And they ^ 

seemed even less so when 
Labour went down to its fourth /» 

successive defeat less than LaJX! 

three months later. 

The incident serves only to fiUTl 

underline how decisive a turn- L1LU.J 

ing point 1992 was for Labour 
on tax. Once Smith was leader, 
almost his first act was to allow Gordon 


Donald 

Macintyre 

The party 
has to 
confront the 
ghosts of 
1992 -when 
its ‘tax and 
spend’ 


was 


famously 

dumped 


Brown to set about dumping the party’s tax and tax-raising record since 1992. The other is that 
spend baggage with awe-inspiring ruihlessness. Labour has not committed itself to raising a 
In January 1992 the Torres’ “tax bombshell” single tax. A top rate hike, so the counter- 
advertising campaignhad been dinicafly eflieo- argument goes, could give them just the 
tive because itwas (loosely) based on a truth, opportumtyfoey so far lack. Where will it stop. 


So long as Blair was the leader and Brown the 
shadow Chancellor, that would never again be 
so. And they were right: the big lesson of the 
previous decade had been that Anglo-Saxon 
electorates, no longer trusting politicians to 


s will it stop, 


the Tbries will scream. £1 00,000 today, £50,000 
tomorrow? Some Labour politicians doubt 
whether rich earners with inventive account- 
ants would anyway yield even as much as the 
advertised £lbn plus. Much more important. 


spend wisely or well, had drawn a line: no new .so the opponents say, is the threat that the 


money. 

But now the party has to confront the ghosts 
of 1992 one last time. The biggest (or if not 
the biggest, then certainly the most potently 
symbolic) decision it has to take before the gen- 
eral election is whether to increase to 50 per 
cent the top rate of tax for those earning more 
than £100,000 a year. The party is committed 
to announcing any changes to income tax rates 
before polling day, and will do so in late Jan- 
uary or early February. 

The case is powerful. It would not raise 
much more than £lbn. But it would also affect 
only 0 5 per cent of the population. A new 50 
per cent rate would still be significantly less 
t han the 60 per cent that the county’s high- 
est cam era rubbed along with for eight years 


remarkable reverse in the positions of the two 
parties an tax would be jeopardised. 

But there is another point: income tax is not 
the only progressive weapon in a chancellor's 
armoury. Particularly in a Labour government 
prepared to be serious aboutwclfare reform— 
and reducing some of the umvereai benefits 
paid to the bettor off. It would be surprising, 
for example, if Labour went into the next elec- 
tion rnBng out an end to child benefit for higher 
rate taxpayers. This matters because Labour 
will probably have to rule out a new top rate if 
it doesn’t rule it in. Otherwise, it risks all the 
electoral pain of imposing the tax without the 
advantages of actually doing; so. No decision has 
been taken. But my sense is that the forces axe 
gathering rapidly against a new top rate. 


the commentators 


Nothing to fear 

from techno-corn 


under Margaret Thatcher. It 
would sharpen the credibility of 
Labour’s claim to be the party 
of the many and not the few. It’s 
absurd, as some have sug- 
gested, to argue that New 
Labour will be failing its last big 
test if it yields to the temptation 
to impose a new higher rate. A 
new higher rate would con- 
form fu5y to one of the party’s 
principles, that of progressive 
taxation. And, finally, it would 
make it easier to pay for a first 
aid step towards the party's stated 

„ long-term goal of imposing a 

Ityre new lower rate of 10 or 15 per 
cent. The Institute of Fiscal 
Studies' data suggest that if it 
were spent in that way you 
*drhy could tax Che first £500 of tax- 
able income at 10 per cent, or 
+/\ the first £L000 at IS per cent 

^ There isn't a raging argu- 

. , , ment about this; when two 
QL tOB people see as much of each 
other u Brown and Blair it just 
l isn’t like that But, broadly, 

Jo QL Brown has been rehearsing the 

case for an increase. And Blair 
w Up T1 has yet to be convinced No one 
vvlJai has been braver than Brown in 
attracting traditionalist flak for 
C and modernising Labour's econ- 

omic policy. But the case is not 
jj a weak one. And for once 

lIU. Brown’s cbanceDorial instincts 

for sound finance sh easily with 
an idea which would be oon- 
d O C genial to the old left (not to 
mention the old Labour right) 
[g Strong, bat not irresistible. 

Most of the arguments against 
i_ are electoral; but in the widest 

LiioTy sense. The Ibries are known to 
be preparing a £10m press and 
poster advertising campaign 
¥*** from the New Year. They 
would almost certainly like a 
central theme to be tax - bnt 
there are several problems. One is their own 


1T7IS 

W? 


ithin the next 20 
years some- 
thing, some- 
where, is going 
to go badly 


by Nicholas Schoon 


A man-made species of bac- 
terium, virus, plant or animat 
will take on an uncontrollable 
life of its own and cause havoc. 
Grave economic damage will be 
done, and dozens, perhaps hun- 
dreds, of people will be killed 
There will be an outcry fol- 
lowed by a succession of in- 
quests, public inquiries, per- 
haps ev«n a Royal Commission. 
Politicians and the press will 


and the multiple warnings made 
in the Seventies and Eighties 
about the inherent dangers in 
the new technology of swapping 
genes between unrelated 
species will be dug up and tri- 
umphantly flourished with cries 
of “You were warned" 

People wfll recall the mad 
row epidemic, which killed sev- 
eral hundred (it could be several 
thousand) people - most of 
them Britons - between 1995 
and 2015. They wfl] recite the 
old, old wisdom, that to go 
against nature is to invite 
calamity. Just as feeding the 
ground-up remains of dead 
cattle to five cattle was weird 
wrong, asking for trouble, so too 
is shifting a gene which evolved 
in a bacterium or a plant into an 
animal - or vice versa. 

They may recall a speech of 
King Charles, made when he 
was still Prince of Whies, to 
organic farmers in September 
1996. “I believe we have now 
reached a moral and ethical 
watershed,” he said “What 
actual right do we have to 
experiment. Frankenstein-like, 
with the very stuff of life?” 

But after a few weeks or 
months the fuss will die away. 
Why? Because society will 
quietly, grudgingly, accept that 
genetic engineering has become 
indispensable and that the 
benefits this technology has 
brought vastly outweigh the 
damages it has wrought. 

By 2016 a vast range of gene 
therapies, drugs, industrial 
chemicals, food additives, crop 
plants and farm animals will be 
produced using this technol- 
ogy- The global turnover of 
these industries will have run 
into trillions of pounds and 
they will have saved or extended 
minions of human lives. 

Genetic engineering was in- 
vented a quarter-century ago, 
mainly by US geuetkists and 
biochemists. They developed a 
toolkit of enzymes and tech- 
niques for snipping DNA, the 
extraordinarily long hereditary 
molecule shared by virtually all 
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Genetic engineers have encountered apathy 
and uninformed hostility from the public 


life forms, in a predictable, 
repeatable way. They found out 
how to move fragments of DNA 
carrying entire genes between 
different kinds of bacteria and 
viruses. 

The mind-boggling implic- 
ations of this were instantly 
recognised. Mankind coukl take 
a selected attribute from one 
creature and transfer it to a 
completely unrelated one. Thus 
a bacterium could be made to 
make insulin, the indispensable 
human hormone which diabet- 
ics lack. 

The dangras were also recog- 
nised at foe time. What if a 
man-made organism also ac- 
quired a destructive attribute 
and was able to flourish, out of 
control? These fears led to a 
brief moratorium on genetic 
engineering research in foe 
mid-Seventies. 

Having satisfied themselves 
and governments that these 
fears were exaggerated, foe 
researchers continued, aided 


by a flood of stock-market 
money pouring into the new 
genetic engineering firms. Kit 
making foe new technology 
work tuned out to be much 
harder than had been hoped. 

Even the simplest bacterium 
is an extraordinarily complex 
machine. Persuading it to take 
in an alien gene from an. un- 
related species and incorpo- 
rate it so that it was passed on 
from generation to generation 
was hard enough. Getting it to 
express that gene vigorously - 
using it to make copious quan- 
tities of foe enzyme or honnone 
which the gene “coded” for 
and was foe desired end prod- 
uct, was harder stilL 

Those difficulties caused 
delays and disillusion with foe 
development of genetic engi- 
neering in the Eighties. Now, 
however, foe new technology is 
rushing into our lives. There are 
dozens of products from medi- 
cine, agriculture and industry 
which rely on GMOs - geneti- 


cally modified organisms. Al- 
ready a variety of common food 
additives (vitamins, amino 
acids) across the Western world 
are made using GMOs. 

And Europe is about to 
receive much more GMO food. 
For the United States, the 
country which has done roost to 
develop foe technology and 
debate its application, has 
decided to allow GMO varieties 
of two of its most important 
crops, sweet corn and soya, to 
be grown in large quantities for 
foe first time this year. They 
have already been harvested, 
mixed with foe ordinary kind of 
grain and bean and exported. 

The European Union has 
licensed use of this soya, which 
has been modified to make it 
resistant to a weedkiller. It has 
not yet given approval to the 
genetically modified sweet com. 
which belongs to the Swiss 
drugs and chemicals giant 
CUBA. even though it has now 
reached Europe. 


Corn und soya arc used in a 
variety of processed foods and 
the US is foe biggest exporter 
of these crops - so very soon 
products with some G NIC) con- 
tent will be splattered all over 
the supermarket shelves. Free 
trade and the American deci- 
sion to embrace the new tech- 
nology have made a mockery of 
the intention of Britain’s super- 
markets to label all foods con- 
taining GMOs because that is 
what their customers wanted. 

Were they to stick with that 
policy, they' would soon either 
have "to label a huge variety of 
products or begin "negative 
labelling”. That means sourcing 
products which have no GMO 
content, and declaring them its 
such. Because such products 
will soon be minority items, 
they will also become more 
expensive. 

The large number of genet- 
icists whn have wanted the max- 
imum of public information 
and debate about the appli- 
ance of their new science find 
this deeply frustrating. For years 
they have been trying to make 
the public and Ihc'prcss take an 
interest in genetic engineering, 
battling against the fact that you 
really need to understand mol- 
ecular genetics to at least A- 
level standard to grapple with iL 

There hat v been several sym- 
posia and exercises aimed at 
milking ordinary people judge 
the new technology on an 
informed basis. Bui mostly the 
scientists and a handful of pol- 
icy makers have encountered 
apathy and uninformed hostil- 
ity from the public and press 
alike. And now. abruptly, 
genetic engineering has arrived 
in our midst en masse. 

It sounds, and is, a regret- 
table state of affairs. Bui we 
ought to be optimistic about foe 
abilities of our societies to 
handle new technologies. By 
and large, we embrace them 
only if foe benefits outweigh foe 
costs - and we also try, contin- 
uously, to reduce those costs. 
Think of the car as an example. 

If a technology turns out to 
be a loser, we are also capable 
of rejecting iL Think of nuclear 
power, which is in retreat across 
roost of the world despite 
decades of backing from the 
roost powerful organisations in 
foe world, foe governments of 
nation stales. 

Gcnetie engineering will 
bring mishaps and stupidities in 
its wake. But overall, it's highly 
likely to be a good thing, for 
which the benefits handsomely 
outweigh the risks. Enjoy the 
corn. Enjoy the beans. They 
may have been snuck in on us, 
but they'll still make a whole- 
some meal. 


Driven mad by racial abuse? 


1 J picture was circulated, I guessed he 
would be black. Afro-Caribbean, not much dif- 
ferent from me. 

Campbell set about a group of toddlers with 
a 2ft machete because he thought they were 
“little devils”. He beard their voices taunting 
him, calling him “nigger”. Christopher Qunis, 
known to be mentally 10, also heard voices 
taunting him with racist jibes. He stabbed 
Jonathan Zito to death in an underground 

station. . , 

Last year. Stephen Laudat, a known para- 
noid schizophrenic released into the commu- 
nitv without any medication, stabbed Bryan 
Bennett 82 tiroes because he believed that he 
was was Ronnie Kray. An independent inquiry 
into foe killing concluded that racial prejudice 
and poor co-operation between doctors and 
soriaJ workers helped turn Laudat, 26, mto a 

violent killer. . , 

All three were black men, tormented by real 
or imagined racism. In each case foe authori- 
ties, through ignorance or prejudice, failedto 
give foero appropriate treatment, and innocent 

people were hurt or kflfed- . 

Since the 1970s studies have shown that & 
disproportionate number of black people, 

Uk University of Nottingham, 

sas®SSS£ 

loore than if they had stayed m the 

^Before the Government beran closing our 
mental hospitals, ' “ 

admitted to them "2*3* 



d*m time* as 

to be admitted to hospital as diagnMed seta- 
ophrenks as other blade people and 12 times 


Peter Victor 

Barrett Campbell, 
diagnosed asa 
paranoid 
schizophrenic, set 
about a group of 
toddlers with a 
2ft machete. He 
thought he heard 
their voices 
taunting him, 
calling him ‘nigger’ 




there some ofoerespfanation ? Amrofoer of 
tkannM haVC fifflCTOT ID rBCCIlt vests, 

“55 S B «**■ 

l more Afro-Caribbeans have been sectioned” 




pocked up) under Section 136 of foe Mental 
Health Act as a resuh of contact with the police 
than after referral by doctors. In 1983 Mind, 
foe mental health charity, completed a three- 
year study which found a disproportionate 
number of Afro-Caribbeans among police 
referrals and criticised foe police for “inher- 
ent racism”. 

Institutional racism in British society was 
suggested asa contributoiy factor by foe Gov- 
ernment's Chief Medical Officer, Kenneth 
Cahnan, in 199 2 when he carried our a study 
that found schizophrenia was three to six times 
more common among Afro-Caribbeans living 
in England among those in Jamaica. His 
subsequent report suggested that foe mental 
Alness may be triggered by stress caused by 
racism ana unemployment. 

Finally, there are suggestions that black 
people have been misdiagnosed as mentally 31 
because their behaviour is radically different 
to theft white counterparts. Explosive displays 
of extreme emotion such as anger or distress, 
common to black culture but alien to white 
doctors and social workers, lead to confused 
signals. 

For whatever reason, Wade people are dis- 
proportionately likely to come mto foe care of 
the mental health services. Once there, like 
Stephen Laudat and Christopher Cl unis, they 
are unlikely to be well served. 

Research into psychiatric treatment suggests 
that black people have been given harsher 
medication than equivalent white groups. In 
the mid-1980s, it was found that Afro- 
Caribbeans were more likely to receive pow- 
erful drug treatment in secure facilities, and 
they were more likely to be given electrocon- 
vulsive therapy (ECT). 

Orville Blackwood. 31, died in Broadmoor 
Hospital in 1991 after he was injected with tran- 
quillisers. An inquiry report by Professor 
Herschel Prins, of foe Midlands Centre for 
Criminology and Criminal Justice at Lough- 
borough university, concluded: “There is 
racism in Broadmoor Hospital It is not on foe 
whole deliberate or necessarily conscious, 
although there was some evidence of direct 
racism-”' The report notes that when foe 
inquiry team first visited Broadmoor Hospital 
two months after Blackwood’s death, his 
“name onfoe patients’ list of foe occupational 
the rap y office wall was crossed through with 
‘RIFannotated against it, and nearby a copy 


of a magazine cartoon of Orville foe Duck was 
still visible". 

Dr Veena Soni Raleigh, author of foe Men- 
tal Health Foundation’s most recent report 
(published last year), says: “There is over- 
whelming evidence that African-Caribbean 
people are subject to greater coercive control 
by Doth the psychiatric and criminal justice sys- 
tems. It is widely believed that community and 
primary health-care services often fail to pro- 
vide African-Caribbean people with foe pre- 
ventive and supportive care needed at an early 
stage to prevent the development of a crisis in 
mental health." 

The common thread that runs through dis- 
proportionate sectioning by the police, misdi- 
agnosis by health workers, and mistreatment 
of black mental patients is racism. Not the ris- 
ible spectacle of skinheads marching through 
London’s East End, but the hard, unspeakable 
reality that in Britain a black life is worth less 
than that of others, or is even worthless. 

Blacks exercise little economic power, and 
almost no political power. They are dispro- 
portionately unemployed, low paid, from frag- 
mented families. The Labour Party takes foe 
black vote for granted, foe Ibries and Liber- 
als can't be bothered to chase it. 

Consequently, who cares if blacks are given 
inappropriate medication, mistreated or 
abused in care? Why worry about sectioning 
them, locking them up, whether they are 
“nutters" or not? 

My life could not have been more different 
from Horrett Campbell’s: 1 come from a sta- 
ble, nurturing home, and bad a better educa- 
tion than many of my peers. I have a career, a 
wonderful wife, a beautiful daughter, good 
friends. And yet a thousand tiny sleights, daily 
reminders of my “worthless” status, gnaw at me 
until I seethe with silent, suppressed rage. 

Should I be troubled by women clutching 
their handbags as I pass by, bar staff ignoring 
me until white people have been served, 
receptionists assuming 1 am a delivery boy. 
patronising fools telling me, “You should he 
working for foe Guardian, man"? Or am I 


“Ido so 
appreciate 
the care 
and support 
that Rukba 




gives me 



I f ' 

’ Rukba is unique among 

charities for the elderly. 
Our financial help assists people 
to stav in their own homes, and we 
have an R0G strong home-visiting 
volunteer lorce oi helpers. 
They listen to the problems 
and offer friendship. 
If you would like more information 
about our work, complete the 
coupon below or telephone 

0345 58 56 80 

i’oc.iI •■■‘II rate, :i[ip/y 


P Lease send me more iniomuiion 



Please send to: William Rath bone. Dept ID. Ruklt* 
FREEPOST. 6 Avomdok Road. London Vt'f-t 8BR 


Rukba 


paring? Where does awareness end and para- 
noia begin? Without foe comforts and privi- 
leges I enjoy, would I even now be in a secure 
mental home? Or would 1 be heading for a 
local school, clutching a machete, like Hoirett 
J^ampbell? ^ 




Helping elderly people 
stay independent 
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Broker deals 
£200m blow to 
RJB shares 


Tom Stevenson 

City Editor 


RJB Mining. Britain's biggest 
coal producer, was dealt a 
crushing blow by its own stock- 
broker yesterday after a profits 
downgrade Cram BZW caused 
a 23 per cent fall in its share 
price. The sharp fall, in unusu- 
ally heavy trading, wiped £200m 
from RJB's market capitalisa- 
tion, slashing the value of its 
9,000 worker-shareholders' 
stakes. 

BZW’s research report fo- 
cused attention on RJB's abil- 
ity to compete with cheaper 
overseas imports of coal in the 
wake of sterling’s rapid recent 
appreciation. BZW reined in its 
profits forecast for the current 
year from £196m to £185m and 
next year from £232m to £192m. 
The two-year shortfall of £50m 
pushed the shares 1 12_5p lower 
to 37Z5p. 

That compares with the SSlp 
at which chief executive 
Richard Budge sold 400,000 
shares, netting more than £3m, 
as part of a £95m share buyback 
in July. That bonanza came on 
top of a more than 60 per cent 
rise in his salary to £666,000. 

Further evidence was pro- 
vided a month ago that RJB’s 
directors felt the shares were 
fully priced when four of them 


m the market at 555p. 

There was heavy trading yes- 
terday of almost 5 million 
shares. This was understood to 
have been caused by institu- 
uohs, which had been brought 
into the stock by BZW in 1994 
when RJB acquired most of 
British Coal's assets, taking 
frig h t at die house brokers 
first apparent change of stance 
on the stock. 

A spokesman for the com- 
pany-insisted that the forecast 
reduction only brought BZW 
into line with the market con- 
sensus. BZW, he said, remained 
a buyer of the stock. 

The collapse in RJB’s share 
price is the latest twist in a con- 
troversial period since ft took 
what was- seen as a huge gam- 
ble in buying what remained of 
the British coal mining industry. 

At the rime of the £8 15m ac- 
quisition, sceptics said RJB’s 
ebullient -Mr Budge had over- 
paid for the mines. Later, when 
he repaid loans used to finance 
the deal m a third of the pro- 
jected time, the Labour party 
used the company’s apparent fi- 
nancial success to suggest the in- 
dustry had been sold off on the 
cheap. 

Disagreement over the com- 
pany’s prospects remains heated. 


RJB Minin: 
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Charles Ker not, an analyst at 
Paribas Capital Markets and a 
seller of the stocksinee it peaked 
at 62Sp in May, said the fafl yes- 
terday vindicated his stance. 

He mamlaim that the pr«rfo*t 

is only just beginning to appre- 
ciate die pressures facing RJB 
once fixed price contracts set up 
by the Government prior to the 
sale of the power generators run 
out in April 1998. He believes 
those generators are unwilling 
to sign up to contracts after that 
date at the price of 125p a 
gigajonle RJB is trying to 
negotiate. 

Other pressures on RJB in- 
dude increasing competition in 
the domestic electricity market 
starting in 1998, which will push 
down generators' earnings and 
encourage them to squeeze 
their own costs, including fuel. 
Environmental pressures are 
also encouraging the use of 
gas rather than coaL 
Estimates of coal demand 
after 1998 differ wildly. Richard 
Budge has forecast a need for 
51 million tonnes of coal a 
year, while Oxers, the eco- 
nomic analysts, put demand as 
low as 15 milli on tonnes. 

Finally, although RJB has re-* 
duced its cost of production 
sharply, it stiB faces stiff com- 
petition from large open-cast 
mines in north and south Amer- 
ica, against which its deep shaft 
mines, even sited near the pow- 
er stations they serve, find it 
hard to compete. 

The cost reproducing coal in 
Britain has been cut from about 
£33 a tonne in 1993 to £30 or 
less now, but the generators ate 
pressing for even lower prices 
that would compete with the 
spot price of marginal volumes 
of imported coaL 
In September RJB an- 
nounced a 2L5p leap in its in- 
terim dividend to 8p after 
j flat profits of £86.1m 
3-5mV. 



Plenty of upside: David Morris believes the arrangement could have cost and branding advantages 


Northern confirms REC 
talks to thwart US suitor 


Magnus Grhnond 

Northern Electric yesterday 
confirmed it was in talks to 
merge its electricity and gas sup- 
ply business with that of another 
regional electricity company as 
it rolled out its defence against 
the £920m bid from CalEner- 
gy of the US. 

The N ewcas Ll c -on-Tyn e 

based group said it would raise 
next year’s dividend by 17 per 
cent to 5(^3 and by 7 per cent a 
year thereafter until the next 
latory review in the year 
3. The dividend policy \wuld 
not be derailed by a windfall tax 
imposed by a Labour govern- 
ment of up to £81tn, the com- 
pany promised. 

David Morris, the Northern 
chairman, refused to identify. its 
partner in the talks, which have 
been going on for die past 
year, but said it “may we IT not 


be nearby Northern’s opera- 
dons. Cost savings of £28m a 
year are forecast by the time the 
joint venture is fully opera- 
tional in the year 2000, for an 
outlay of around £25m. 

“We felt and believe there is 
an upside in operating on a joint 
basis”, Mr Morris said. “It will 
bring cost advantages and we 
think branding advantages. We 
shall in addition have alliances 
with other parties, almost cer- 
tainly new entrants to this mar- 


ket” As weU as United Friend- 
ly. the insurance group whkb re- 
cently announced an innovative 
personal equity plan linked to 
bills, be said other groups such 
as retailers and possibly even a 
newspaper may be involved in 
the partnership. 

S ugge stions by analysts and 
industry sources that Norweb, 
the electricity arm of United 
Utilities, may be the other REC 
involved were discounted by 
sources close to the talks. The 


Yorkshire Electricity yesterday reported interim pre-tax profits 
down from £lllm to £80^m as a result of last year's regulato- 
ry price review. Malcolm Chatwin, chid executive, said die 13 
per cent cot in prices. forced on the group from April by Offa; 
the industry regulator; had lopped £40m off the group’s revenues. 

The new price controh were prompted by the group's decision 
to make payouts worth around 500p a share as the main plank 
of its successful defence against a takeover bid from Trafalgar 
House. Yorkshire yesterday raised the interim dividend to 15 .8p 
and hinted it was looking at otberways of retnmmg value to share- 
holders, which analysts to involve a share boy-back. 


company made no comment 
yesterday. London Electricity, 
which was also non-committal, 
was suggested as another can- 
didate. having recently moved 
its telephone and billing oper- 
ations to Sunderland. 

Northern is claiming the sup- 
port of the Prudential, which has 
a 13 percent stake, after the in- 
surance group said the bid of- 
fered an insufficient premium 
for control. Northern’s shares 
rose 6p to 61 Up. still well 
short of the 650p a share bid 
from CE Electric, the Cal En- 
ergy and Peter Kiewit bid ve- 
hicle. Many analysts are 
expecting the bid to be re- 
ferred to the Monopolies and 
Mergers Commission in the 
next few days and East Mid- 
lands Electricity said it would 
postpone Monday’s scheduled 
results announcement until the 
Government makes up its mind. 


US deficit reaches record $48bn 


Diane Coyle 

Economics Editor 


America's balance of payments 
was in the red by a record 
amount in the third quarter. Yet 
financial markets were unruf- 

briefly/ftSf^Street climtedln 
morning trading and Treasury 
bond prices barefy fell. 

The deficit on trade in goods 
and services and investment 
income widened to $47.96bn 
from $40.21bn in the second 
quarter. This earlier figure was 
revised up by more than Slbn 


from the initial estimate. The 
shortfall on trade in goods 
alone jumped to $5U9bn from 
$46.9%n, putting a figure on re- 
cent anecdotal evidence from 
exporters that the strength of 
the dollar has hurt their over- 
seas sales. 

Yesterdays figures also 
showed that net foreign invest- 
ment in US Treasury bonds 
reached a record S42bn during 
the quarter, while overseas pur- 
chases of other securities rose 
to S33bn. Purchases of US as- 
sets by foreigners climbed more 
than American purchases of 


overseas assets. Although this 
underlined the potential vul- 
nerability of US share prices, the 
Dow Jones index passed the 
6,500 level by mid-m orning 
with a 37-point rise. The FTSE 
100 index in London closed 
more than 24 points up at 
4,035.7 in very quiet trading. 

The pound's index against a 
range of other currencies was 
unchanged at 93.2 yesterday 
evening, reflecting the majori- 
ty view dial the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer. Kenneth 
Clarke, will leave interest rates 
unchanged after his meeting this 


morning with the Governor of 
the Bank of England. 

Eddie George has said base 
rates will need to rise in time, 
but comments last week reas- 
sured the C5ty that he would not 
push Mr Clarice too hard before 
Christmas. 

The Chartered Institute of 
Marketing yesterday urged Mr 
Clarke to raise interest rates 
again to ensure the economy 
does not return to the roller- 
coaster ride of the 1980s. 

The CIM said the Govern- 
ment needed to take “pre-emp- 
tive action”. 


Costain coal fetches just £ 28 m 


P a trick Tooher 


Costain, the troubled interna- 
tional engineering and con- 
struction group, last Dight 
announced the long-awaited 
sale of its US mining business 
for a fraction of the hoped-for 
price and issued a profits warn- 
ing as it revealed that Alan 
Lovell had resigned as chief ex- 
ecutive. 

The company said it was sell- 
ing US Coal to Rencoal, an 
American mining group for 
£28.6m. Analysts had expected 
up to £50m from the sale, but 
said US Coal would re- 


port losses film worse than ex- 
pected because of “production 
difficulties” caused by “adverse 
geological conditions” in Sep- 
tember and October. Losses m 
the Middle East construction 
business will also be £4m more 
than forecast. Costain warned. 

Costain is also raising £23.4m 
from the sale of its one-third in- 
terest in the Spitalfields devel- 
opment in London to 
Metacarp, a Malaysian group 23 
per cent owned ty In tria, own- 
er of a 40 per cent stake in 
Costain. 

: Mr Lovell said he was step- 
ping down following the final 


disposals of non-core assets: 
“However, in order to ensure a 
smooth transition, I have 
agreed to stay with the group 
until my successor has been ap- 
pointed.” In another board- 
room change. Sir Christopher 
Benson will be replaced as 
chairman by Firdaus bin Shafli, 
currently joint deputy chair- 
man. 

Last month shares in Cbstain 
were suspended pending clari- 
fication of the group’s financial 
position and further details 
about asset disposals-Trading in 
the shares is unlikely to resume 
until the end of the month. 


Barclays 

deal with 

Morgan 

‘risks 
600 jobs’ 




da ? : he fount were voiced 
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era tions in July. _ 

Bifu, the banking union, at- 
tacked the insurance job 

Barclays’ job cuts would be *» 
“devastating blow u» Trow- 
bridge, the Wiltshire town 
where much of Barclays cus- 
tody business is placed. 

Unifi, which represents 
three-quarters of Barclays Malt, 
said only 67 people involved m 
“front-end” relationship and 
client services departments 
were to be transferred to Mor- 
gan Stanley as part of the deal 
announced yesterday. 

Many of these will have to re- 
locate from Trowbridge to Mor- 
gan Stanley’s London office at 
Canary Wharf. Unifi said. 

The price of the deal, which 
has been the subject or much 
speculation in recent months. £ 
was not disclosed although Bar- 
clays said it would have “no ma- 
terial effect” on its accounts. 

The transaction involves ap- 
proximately $250bn of the as- 
sets currently administered by 
Barclays Global Securities Ser- 
vices. The combined global cus- 
tody assets uf the two businesses 
are expected to reach approxi- 
mately $390bn, making it one of 
the largest in the world. 

Under the terms of the deal 
Barclays will provide sub -cus- 
todial services to Morgan Stan- 
ley for 18 months after the 
deal is completed in the second 
quarter of 1997. 

“This means the sub-custodial 
staff may only be required un- 
til the third quarter of 1998,” 
Unifi said. 

A spokeswoman for Barclays 
said the bank was hopeful of 
transferring staff to other posi- 
tions. 

“Our aim is to avoid redun- 
dancies. although then: may i 
well be job losses over after two 
years,” the Barclays spokes- 
woman said. 

Jim Lowe, assistant secretary 
to Bifu. said he was pressing for 
a scries of measures to be in- 
troduced at Trowbridge, from 
where Barclays has already 
transferred another part of its 
custody operation to Peterbor- 
ough. 
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Large opposes watchdog reform 


Peter Rodgers 

Financial Editor 


Sir Andrew Large, chairman of 
the Securities and Investments 
Board, has hit back at other City 
regulators who have been back- 
ing a radical reform of the fi- 
nancial policing system. 

It emerged yesterday that 
Sir Andrew has dismissed pro- 
posals for change backed by the 
chief executives of the Securi- 
ties and Futures Authority and 
the Personal Investment Au- 
thority, calling the ideas they 
favour “disruptive and time- 
consuming”. 

Richard FarranL, chief exec- 
utive of the Securities and Fu- 
tures Authority, and Colette 
Bowe. his counterpart at Lhe 
Personal Investment Authority, 
have both publicly supported a 


shake-up in which regulation is 
split along functional lines be- 
tween a body responsible for the 
health of financial institutions 
and a second organisation de- 
voted to financial consumer 
protection. 

One version of the reforms, 
pul forward by Michael Taylor, 
an academic and a former em- 
ployee of the Bank of England, 
has become known as the “Than 
Peaks" system, with two spe- 
cialist regulators reporting sep- 
arately to the Government. 

After deliberately keeping a 
low profile in the argument 
until recently. Sir Andrew said 
in a speech in Rome at the 
weekend that he was sceptical 
about a switch to a functional 
system, because there would be 
no guarantee that it would be 
better than the existing one. 


He did not dispute it would 
work but said: “There is a guar- 
antee that it will be extremely 
disruptive and time-consum- 
ing to practitioners and public 
alike in getting there.” • 

Sir Andrew, who is expected 
to have his contract at SIB re- 
newed shortly, said evolution 
was for cheaper than revolution. 
SIB was working hard to im- 
prove coordination between 
the various regulatory bodies 
under its control, as an alter- 
native to switching to a func- 
tional system. 

Sir Andrew believes a neat di- 
vision between wholesale and 
retail regulation is not posable 
because so many firms are in- 
volved in both. 

His comments echo remarks 
recently by Howard Davies, 
deputy governor of the Bank of 


England, who said that while 
there was scope for consolida- 
tion among the regulators a sub- 
stantial change would be too 
disruptive to be worthwhile. 

There have also been hints 
frorq Labour that it could take 
several years for its own pro- 
posed regulatory reforms to 
reach the statute book. 

One source said the debate 
has become highly polarised 
and was causing a split be- 
tween senior regulators and 
their own staff. 

Under Labour Party plans 
junior regulators would be 
rolled up into the SIB so their 
chief executives woald lose 
their independent roles, a threat 
which has provoked the rash of 
counter-proposals, which would 
involve dismantling and re- 
building the system. 



Premiership 
stragglers to 
seek listings 


Tooher 


Disruptive: Sir Andrew says change is time-consuming 
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P&mderland and Southampton 
yesterday became the latest 
football dubs to sign up for a 
stock market listing, but the pair 
of Premiership stragglers will 
command vastly different price 
tags. 

Southampton, languishing 
third from bottom, is merging 
with Secure Retirement, a quot- 
ed property development and 
healthcare company, which be- 
gan life providing sheltered 
housing for the elderly. 

The reverse takeover, which 
gives Southampton a full Stock 
Exchange listing, values the 
south coast dub at slightly more 

thanJElUm. 

That is significantly lower 
than the £47 .4m Sunderland, 
15th in the Premier League, is 
valued at under the terms of a 
placing and offer of shares at 
585p. Fans will have to pay at 
least £585 to become share- 
holders. 

Guy Askham. chairman of 
Southampton, said the differ- 
ence in valuation was partly due 
to the more conservative treat- 
ment his club used when ac- 
counting for players’ transfer 
fees. 

The reverse takeover will see 
Secure relisted as Southampton 
Leisure Holdings and provide 
the footbafi dub with instant ac- 
cess to about £6m of fresh cap- 
ital. “Secure is bringing t^ihe 


table cash, assets, access to 
stock market funds and proven 
business skills," said Mr 
Askham. “We have great am- 0 
bitions for this dub and thk deal 
will play a very important part 
in achieving them/ 1 

Mr Askham declined to say 
if the new money would be 
spent on boosting manager 
Graeme Soilness’s squad. But 
he confirmed plans for 
Southampton to relocate from 
their home at The Dell to a 73- 
acre site to the north of the city 
that will include a leisure com- 
plex. The complex could cost up 
to £40m to build and is unlikely 
lo be ready before the turn of 
lhe century. 

O utside London, Sou thamp- 
lon is lhe only Premier League 
club south of Birmingham and 
the only top-flight team in the 
Meridian television area. It has 
spent lhe last 18yean:m the top 
flight, but has fought an almost 
annual battle against relegation. 

Sunderland is ateo 5i the 
process of moving ground, 
though it plans to use the pro- 
ceeds from the float, expected 
to be around £ 10.7m, to im- 
prove the club’s finances and rc- 
L *xhja money {or manager 
retcr Reid to make some Wg* 
name signings. Of the 2.05 mU- 
uon new shares Sunderland is 
tssuing, is pe r 

ayauahlc to employees nod the 
public. Dealings are expected to 
begin on Christmas ^vc. *. ^ 
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Too late for Lang to cut off electricity mergers 


P oor little Northern Electric. The mint- 
ed defence it launched yesterday against 
its US assailant seems unlikely to do the trick, 
even though the shares promise to pay out 
20 per cent of their value next year with 10 
per cent a year promised thereafter. North- 
ern's largest shareholder, the Pro, seems pre- 
pared to give it a whirl, bat wilhLabaur now 
rally committed to a much harsher regula- 
tory regime on top of the windfall profits tax. 


650p a share and run. 

Northern’s only hope now is of lan Lang, 
President of the Board of Trade, stepping in 
to stop the bid, but even this looks a forlorn 
one. Hue, mergers poScy under Mr Lac® has 
not been operated on a consistent basis, bat 
even be would be hard pressed to justify the 
I somersault he’d have to perform to refer to 
the Monopolies and Mergers Commission 
the latest two American bids for regional 
electricity companies. 

About the only basis he’d have for such 
action against tins and the coincidental 
American bid for East Midlands Electricity 
is Che loss of compari t ors it would involve 
for Professor Stephen UttlechOd, the elec- 
tricity regulator. When there were 12 sepa- 
rately quoted recs to compare, this hardly 
seemed to matter but now we are down to 
just five it becomes more of an issue. On this 
logic the two latest bids would be referred 
as an act of conservation. 

Even so, there are few genuine competi- 
tion issues involved here, nor in truth are 


these companies such an obviously impor- 
tant part of our national heritage that they 
need preserving. Having allowed the slaugh- 
ter to persist largely unchecked thus far, it 
I would ul become Mr Lang to call a halt now. 
I David Morris, chairman, is going to have to 
go down fighting after all but it's not a bad 
j epitaph that be can attach to his name. He 
has a small place in history as die man who 
demonstrated with Ids scorched earth 
defence against Trafalgar House quite how 
much value there really was within these 
extraordinary companies, causing a rethink 
of regulatory policy in the process. 

Murdoch’s rivals need 
concrete proposals 

T he digital TV revolution is spawning a 
whole new army of instant experts on so 
called “conditional access”, the obligation be- 
ing placed on Rupert Murdoch to make his 
digital set box technology available to rival 
broadcasters. How many of these people - 
consultants, advisers, lawyers, regulators, 
technicians, politicians and journalists - 
really understand what they are talking 
about is a moot point but on one thing every- 
one is agreed; what happens over the next 

year is critiraHy im p or tan t in dete rmining. th« 

future in this country certainly of pay TV if 
not broadcast TV more generally. 

Tbday brings another fluny of submissions 
to the interminable consultation process on 


these issues. Despite the fact that any ques- 
tion of forcing Mr Murdoch to license his 
technology to rivals has already been ruled 
out, no-ooe seems to have altered their posi- 
tion very much. ITV still insists that broad- 
casters must be allowed to distribute their 
own smart cards and manage their own sub- 
scribers; Mr Murdoch's technology should 
be made to accommodate these needs, ITV 
says. The BBC goes further, what it wants 
is a “dual standard box” with its own skit for 
BBC smart cards and its own chip for BBC 
interactive services. Quite what the differ- 
ence is between this position and the one the 
Government has already ruled out is ary- 
one's guess. 

The man charged with steering a course 
through this minefield is Don Cruickshank, 
director general of Oftel. The idea is that he 
should regulate conditional access for digi- 
tal pay TV in much the same way us he does 

now for the telecoms industry, where part 
of his job is to ensure that rival telecoms 
companies get access to BTs network on 
fair, non-discriminatory and equal terms. 
That's what the Government wants to do 
with the Murdoch digital pay TV system. 
When you think about it. this in itself is quite 
a concession to rival broadcasters, for Mr 
Murdoch developed the technology for his 
own digital needs, not for the greater good 
of others. 

The big question is whether Mr Cruick- 
shank is up to the job, for this is no public 
service telephone company he's dealing 


with here. Mr Murdoch is one of the most 
aggressively commercial media players in the 
world and he will use every tool available to 
him to ensure his present monopoly of ana- 
logue pay TV is duplicated in the digital 
world. Mir Creicksbanks unenviable task is 
to ensure he doesn't. 

To stand any chance of making a reason- 
able fist of h, however, he first needs to know 
what rival broadcasters want to do. Other 
than stamp their feet and chant “down with 
Mr Murdoch" there's not much evidence of 
them doing anything. Oh everyone’s got a 
strategy, no doubt about that, but where are 
the advanced business plans? Rival broad- 
casters should stop wingping about the 
terms of conditional access and put forward 
some concrete proposals for utilising it. Only 
then will some progress perhaps be made. 

More embarrassment 
for the regulators 

T he DTI bags one or two insider dealers 
a year, and they seem more likely to get 
community service than a jail sentence. The 
Serious Fraud Office wins small cases but has 
a poor record on most of the big ones, in- 
cluding Maxwell. 

Meanwhile, the great and the good are 
arguing for a switch to the use of civil law- and 
regulatory penalties to deter wrongdoing of 
many kinds, from insider dealing to market 
manipulation. The theory is that the burden 


of proof is lower in dvil and regulatory cases 
and this should raise the score rate. All vciy 
sensible in theory, but in practice it seems 
increasingly difficult to be confident that the 
civil penalties work any better. 

The Securities and Futures Authority’ 
found to its embarrassment in the summer 
that the rule books were not tightly drawn 
enough to lake any action at all against the 
people at the top of Barings - the chairman 
Peter Baring and hit deputy Andrew Tuekey. 

Now the SFA is faced with a succession 
of embarrassing defeats by the small fry of 
Barings, starling with Ron Baker. Nick 
Lccson's overall boss, who has successfully 
fought off an attempt to debar him from the 
City. This continued yesterday with confir- 
mation of our report of a settlement with 
Mary Waiz, Mr Baker’s deputy. The remain- 
ing SFA cases against James Bax and Ian 
Hopkins, two other former Barings execu- 
tives, look set :n go the same way. 

Having been unable to pin management 
responsibility where it is due - at the lop - 
the SFA seems to have resorted lo a sculler- 
gun approach lower down, hut still without 
success. The best hope now is that it can push 
through its new rulehi >ok, making il easier to 
bring charges against the very top manage- 
ment, and giving a real incentive to improve 
standards. As Nick Durlachcr, chairman of 
the SFA, said last week “If the management 
structure is sound and manages* are up lo the 
job. then a fire Maned by a rogue wfll remain 
local and he quickly extinguished." Quite so. 
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Knight’s reforms receive 
cautious welcome at A&L 


Jill Treanor 

and Nic Ckaitti 

Compromise Treasury propos- 
als to amend the forthcoming 
Building Societies Bill received 
a cautious welcome yesterday 
from societies preparing to 
convert to banks, as Alliance & 
Leicester members voted over- 
whelmingly in favour of a 
switch. 

Around 500 mostly disgrun- 
tled Alliance & Leicester mem- 
bers attended the meeting at die 
London Arena in Docklands. 

Woolwich and Alliance & 
Leicester said Treasury sugges- 
tions that it might amend a con- 
troversial “10-per-cent rule” 
on takeovers showed that dia- 
logue over the Bill was stiU pos- 
sible. 

The Bill, to be published in 
draft form next week, propos- 
es to do away with protection 

No joy for 
Facia 
creditors 

Nigel Cope 

Creditors of the collapsed Fa- 
ria retail group were denied the 
opportunity to question for- 
mer directors of the company 
at a creditors' meeting in Leeds 
yesterday. 

Stephen HinchHffe, former 
Faria chairman, did not attend 
on advice from his lawyer. 
Christopher Harrison, the for- 
mer finance director, did attend 
and chaired the meeting. How- ' 
ever, he declined to answer 
questions. 

Around 40 Faria creditors at- 
tended the meeting at which 
BDO Stoy Hayward was ap- i 
pointed liquidator. This was 
the choice of Sears, whose , 
footwear businesses are a big [ 
creditor of the Facia group. 

Stoy Hayward was appointed | 
liquidator of Facia and all its ; 
subsidiaries including Contes- i 
sa. Sock Shop, Oakland j 
Menswear, Red or Dead, Oak- j 
land Menswear, Torq Fashion, 
Salisb ury’s and Dovetail cabi- I 
netmakers. 


against predators for any de- 
mutualised society which takes 
over or merges with another in- 
stitution within the first five 
years. 

Woolwich, Northern Rock 
and Alliance & Leicester argue 
that they are in fnm vulnerable 
to action from unrepresentative 
minorities. 

Angela Knight, the Treasury 
minister, told The Independent 
earlier this week that she was 
looking at ways of protecting a 
converted society from being 
“bounced” by a small minori- 
ty of shareholders into remov- 
ing the five-year protection 
from takeover. The minority 
might want to call for a share- 
holder vote to open the way to 
a hostile bid. . 

Treasury sources said yester- 
day that the draft might seek to 
amend the rules wbex^y just 10 
per cent of shareholders can 


requisition a special general 
meeting of the newly floated 
company and vote to abandon 
die five-year protection against 
takeovers. 

A spokeswoman said: “The 
aim is to make sure that com- 
panies are not forced to give up 
their protection by a small ac- 
tion group.” 

Although the way this can be 
done has yet to be fully con- 
sidered, in order Dot to fall foul 
of the Companies Act, one op- 
tion might be to increase the 
proportion ofsharebokleiswho 
would then have to vote in 
favour of a merger in a ballot. 

Simon Everard, chairman of 
Alliance & Leicester, said at the 
end of the often ill-tempered 
meeting, that 70 per cent of in- 
vesting members had voted and 
that 96 per cent of them voted 
in favour. He said 97 per cent 
of borrowers who voted were in 


Carlton buys stake 
in photo archive 


Mathew Hor sma n 

Media Editor 

Carlton Communications, 
Michael Green’s media group, 
yesterday agreed to spend 
£17.3m for a 10 per cent stake 
in Getty Communications, a 
leading provider of archive and 
still photo images for 
businesses. 

The deal will give Carlton the 
option of taking an additional 
10 per cent stake within two 
years, and was said by the com- 
pany to be “strategic". 

Commenting on the transac- 
tion, Mr Green said: “There is 
undoubtedly change m the way 
a still or moving picture is be- 
ing delivered. Getty is at the 
forefront of this change.” 

The two companies intend to 
co-operate in a range of activ- 
ities, inducting the marketing by 
Getty of Ori ton’s own content 
Carlton is a leader in video pro- 
cessing, post-production and 
editing. 

Getty Communications was 
set up m 2993 by Mark Getty, 


scion of the wealthy US family, 
and his partner Jonathan Klein. 
The company took control of 


leader in contemporary stock 
footage, and thereafter built op 
operations in archive photog- 
raphy and stock film footage. 

“Tne last fewyears, the world 
has moved from bring tech- 
nology crazy to being content 
crazy," Mr Klein said yesterday. 
“New media has a hug; need for 
imagery, and that is what we 
supply.” 

Mr Green, who first met Mr 
Klein 12yeaxs ago, wfll join the 
Getty Communications board. 

Getty’s controlling share- 
holder, Getty Investments, will 
subscribe for additional shares 
in the company to retain its in- 
terest. Together with the Carl- 
ton investment, Getty 
Communications will have 
more than S4(hn to invest in ac- 
quisitions, Mr Klein said. 

“There are thousands of 
companies with good products, 
but no marketing or manage- 
ment drills ," he added. 
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were in favour. Speakers from 
the floor raised questions rang- 
ing from the share distribution 
scheme prosed tty the society to 
the share options being award- 
ed to the board of the society. 

“If the basic priniriple of 
mutuality is one investor, one 
vote, why didn't you tell us in 
January [when the conversion 
plans were announced],” asked 
Patrick Mountain, who has re- 
ceived over 1,500 letters from 
furious members of the society. 

They wanted Alliance & 
Leicester to award shares pro- 
portionate to the amount or sav- 
ing they had with the soceity 
rather than the proposed flat 
rate of 250 per member. 

. Peter White, chief executive, 
said this was the method used 
by Abbey when it floated on the 
market and was also fair to the 
majority of members who had 
£2,000 or less in their accounts. 


In Brief 

• Hoechst is spinning off its 

specialty chemicals business to 
Oariant of Switzerland, creat- 
ing a specialty chemicals com- 
pany with annual sales of about 
Dm9bn (£3J5bn). The move, 
which wfll leave Hoechst with 
a 45 per cent stake in the en- 
larged Oariant, is designed to 
cut costs. Oariant, span off by 
Sandoz last year, said it would 
rrin critical mass to better com- 
pete world-wide. The transac- 
tion comes amid a slew of 
mergers and divestments in the 
global chemicals and pharma- 
ceuticals industry as compa- 
nies try to squeeze operating 
costs. Bloomberg 

• Grand Metropolitan has 
served a writ on Asda claiming 
some of the supermarket's own- 
brand spirits could be mistaken 
for GrandMet brands. Grand- 
Met alleges that four of Asda’s 
own brands - Daniel Boone’s, 
Deep South, Asda Peach 
Schapps and Windward - could 
be mistaken for GrandMefs 
branded equivalent. Asda said 
it would defend itself against the 
allegations and said there was 
no case to answer. “We invite 
everyone to put Asda brands to 
the test. We’re confident that 
they wfll agree these are “taste- 
a-lflce" and not “look-a-Iike" 
products. 

• Sage, the accountancy soft- 

ware group, said pre-tax prof- 
its for the year to September 
rose to £30.1m from £22.4m, 
lower than analysts’ forecasts. 1 
Earnings per share rose to 
l8Jp from 13-88p while the to- | 
tal dividend was increased to 1 
164p (140p). | 

• Property group British Land ! 
reported a 38 per cent rise in 
pre-tax profits to £343m in the 
six months to September, at the 
top of brokers’ estimates. “The 
prospects for the areas where we 
are invested continue to im- 
prove,” said chairman John 
RitblaL “I view the second half 
with confidence in a competi- 
tive though still variable prop- 
erty market." 

• NatWest is planning to 
launch a credit card in 1997 
winch will operate on the Amer- 
ican Express network. The 
move is part of a strategic al- 
liance announced by the two 
companies yesterday. NatWest 
declined to offer further details 
about the products. The deaJ is 
a break-through for Amex as 
Visa had been trying to frustrate 
efforts by banks to unk.up with 
Amex. 

Y 



Booming Compass 
to set new course 


i 


Fair to everyone: Peter White backed the Abbey National 
method of distributing shares when it went to market 


Nigel Cope 

Compass Group, the catering 
company that has been ex- 
panding rapidly over the last 
three years, is to shift its focus 
lo organic growth. 

Francis Mackay, chief exec- 
utive, said: “Our strategy is to 
grow organically and improve 
margin*; through a combination 
of better local purchasing pow- 
er and economies of scale." 

He was speaking as Compass 
reported a sharp jump in annual 
profits boosted by the first full- 
year contribution from Eurest 
International as well as the Eu- 
rest France and Service Amer- 
ica acquisitions. 

He said eat* of the group's 
divisions had shown good or- 
ganic growth and margin im- 
provement on a like for like 
basis. 

In the UK the healthcare 
catering market has been par- 
ticularly strong. In the US the 
margin rose in line with expec- 
tations to 4.2 per cent from 3.9 


per cent and there was a good 
growth of 7.1 per cent in 
turnover on a likc-fur-like basis. 

In the continental Europe 
and rest of the world division, 
the results were boosted by the 
integration of Euresl. Margins 
were boosted by increased vol- 
umes of food and beverages. 

Compass group profits, be- 
fore an exceptional item of 
£I3m, jumped 56 per cent from 
£73. Urn lo £1 14m in the year to 
29 September. 

Turnover rose by more than 
70 per cent to £L65hn and the 
dividend was raised 13 per cent 
to 6.6p. 

Compass said il did not ex- 
pect any material impact from 
the strength of sterling in the 
current year as aver 90 per cent 
of its key currencies are hedged. 

Though the emphasis has 
shifted to organic growth the 
company said some smaller 
“in-fiir acquisitions were still 
likely. However, management 
has ruled out deals on the scale 
of Eurest. 
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business ? 

Chubb, locked into 
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dory after bang demerged tram Sir -* 
Emesi Harrison's Racal Electronics — 
empire in 1992. Shares m the locks to 
electronic security group soared on 
hopes for a four-year revitaKsatioopro- 
jJynme, but after an initial cost-cut- fo 
ring drive it became dear that Chubb re 
would not emulate the success of pi 
Vodafone, another of Sir Ernest’s w 
“babies". A year ago, die group -an- ti] 
pounced plans to step up its expansion 
through an acquisition and invest- 
ment programme, but disappointing 1 
figures yesterday suggest the groupstin 
has to convince the City of its growth g 

^Pre-tax profits edged up just under 
4 per cent to £46.1m on turnover an I 
eighth higher at £427m in the six n 
months to 11 October. But despite a b 
10 per cent uplift in the interim drvi- v 
dend, the shares sank 9.5p to 321p. The c 
main drag on growth was in the tradi- 
tional locks and safes to fire protection c 
physical security division, which saw 1 

profits sink from £21 to £20An.Eu- 1 

rope alone accounted for more than 1 
the total shortfall, with the £1.5m foil \ 
there split equally among locks, fire 
protection and safes. • I 

South African locks and fire pro- i 
tection have also proved problematic, | 
bitting results from businesses outside i 
Europe, the US and Australia. Chubb 
does not see much recovery over last 
year in the second half in "Africa. 

Looking further out. Chubb has 
work to do after having sunk £182m 
into the business over the past- 12 
months. Most went on two Australian 
acquisitions: the £22m purchase of MSS 
Security in June and James Hardie In- 
dustries, picked up last week for 
£107m- A £Z5m restructuring pro- 
gramme means the former is on coarse 
to make a £lm loss this year, while 
ghaiffng up Hardie and financing costs 
will lead to earnings dilution of around 
£2m in 1996-97. It will be next year and 
the year after before both start to re- 
' ally contribute to the bottom line. 

But all that said, Onfbb’s strategy in 
unexci ting markets remains credible. 
Electronic security continues its solid 
performance, recording organic growth 
of 10 per cent in a market increasing 
at 4-6 per cent a year, while the figures 
from physical security were re- 
spectable, given 2 per cent or so 
world-wide growth and nothing at aU 
in Europe. Hardie will strengthen 
Chubb in a number of areas, roughly 
doubling its market shares in access 
control and fire detection and takin g 
it to 19 tier cent in the £1 -2bn fire pro- 
tection market 

But with brokers knocking £3m off 
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term stage bas laid foe foundations for 
another set of robust foil-year results 
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forecasts for this year and next, it will 
remain a hard dog for Chubb. Hilyear 
profits of £100m, followed by £1 15m, 

would put the shares on a forward mul- 
tiple of 15, Ming to 13. Fairly valued. 

Berkeley stays 
a step ahead 

Tony Fidgley, chief executive of up- 
market housebuilder Berkeley, has 
built up a deserved reputation for al- 
ways being one step ahead of the rest 
of the pack. 

He famously went liquid at the top 
of the housing market boom in 1988. 
During the subsequent recession 
Berkeley alone among housebuilders 
kept profits and earnings moving for- 
ward. 

More recently, Mr Piddey has touted 
• the virtues of city centre Irving while ri- 
vals vie with each other to pay fancy 
prices for volume greenfield develop- 
meats. 


His latest idea was to plan ahead for 
the general election. Mr Pidgley as- 


sumes housebuyets wiD, in effect, go 
on strike in the run-up to polling day, 
equivalent to £60m ofBeriecley’s sales. 

In response, Mr Pkjgjey brought for- 
ward sales into the first half by beef- 
ing up Berkeley’s marketing effort 
This included spendingabaut £500,000 
on mock show homes, which are dis- 
mantled later once the transaction is 
completed. 

The benefits of tins forward planning 
are there for all to see. Pre-tax profits 
rose by 58 per cent to a bctter-than- 
expected £30. lm on sales up from 
£146m to £203m in the six months to 
October. 

Earnings per share increased by a 
third to 21.1p white an interim dividend 
of 25p(i2p) was declared. 

Unit sales rose from 702 to 946 while 
the average selling price of a house was 
£210,000 (£196,000), . 

Berkeley has benefited more than 
most from its emphasis on executive 
homes in London and the South-east. 

But more than half of sales in the first 
half were outride the.Capital where the 
first signs of a pick-up in prices is now 

being detected. 

The strong performance at the m- 


nai west y * - — 

£45m to £5 9m, and tty. £4m to £o5m 

for 1998- . - _ 

That puts the shares, up 21 p_ to 
6325p, on a price/car n i n gsratioof 15 
fatting to less than 14, mak ing them a 
firm hold. 

Allders finds 
a new focus 

The sale of Anders’ duty : free arm has 


lahtMcGourty, managin g di- 
rector of Ernest Jones, _ 

mni* immarket iew- 


nill TTOA 1 _ _ 

mg group of candle steps- 
W McGoorty isleacfo^a 
management buy-in of was 
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UK department store group, finanoafly 
secure but, let’s face it, not the most 
exci ting investment proposi tion. The 
groupnas 30 stores, mainly town cen- 
tre, m locations ranging from the 
pretty good to the uninspiring. 1 
ff that is not true, it is certainly the 

market’s perception, and the shares at 
146p trade at less titan half the level 
they readied briefly in May- New 
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Chubb Security : at a jla nce 


-o; ; -r^uv.y.. >; oJKi • \ >.r: •' vi-: ; I 

' ' 'v^- 'v:-- -7^ • , ;■ • ; 

•* V-' 



r— iHaHYeartD 
U 13.1M5 

■ HalfYoarto 
11.10.96 



straight to shareholders, but it piamiy 
has an uphill strode ahead to restore 
confidence in its ability to cash m on 
the current consumer boom. 

AH that is at odds with foil-year fig- 
ures which showed a dramatic upturn 
in fortunes in the second half. Over- 
all like-for-Uke sales growth of 7 per 
cent during the year was 16 per cent 
in the latter skmonths andsome areas 
are growing even faster. . 

The good news looks likely to con- 
tinue in the current year with sales fig- 
ures for the nine weeks since the . 

year-end running 14 per cent ahead on 

a like-for-like basis. Allders reckons 
that puts It ahead of John Lewis and 
it is certainly an impressive rate. 

Reported profits of £40.4m (£235m) 
were distorted by a £33 -2m profit on 
the disposal of Allders International, 
the duty-free business Swissair picked 
up for £160m earlier in the year but the 
underiying picture is of strong growui- 
The final dividend of 3.7p made a ba- 
sic total for the year of 6.1p, apd a spe- 
cial payout of 46p from the 

proceeds brought the total to 5Zlp. 

On the basis of forecast profits of 
£21m this year, and an expected 25 per 
cent tax charge, the shares trade on a 
prospective pe ratio of 10, a sting? rat- 
ing for a company with plenty ot 
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i-' Swen store asqftrHtionsand the snares 
are good value. 


oruuoi ouu ***** “ _ - « 

in the new year to become 
managing director. Hejsac- 

■ quiring 10 per cent of the 

shares while founders Mar- 
jorie Bannister and Mark 

Chessei wifl retain a 70 per 

. Ce R>mded in 1990 Wax Lyri- 
cal now has 32 shops and last 

year made £lm profits on 

salesof£nm.ButMrMc- 

Gourty reckons he can dou- 
ble the size of the business. 

He admits he scarcely . . 

, knows his beeswax trombus 
candelabra but is not afraid 
to learn. *TU be starting my 
curve immediately. 
Mr McGourty, 49, has 

been keen to run his own 

"show for some time. A- for- - 
mer rp ana gfog director of 
Country Casuals and Signers 

Salisbury's luggage chain he 
put together a management 

buyout team team to buy 




-EHSSfflS. SfiEST" 


Salisbury’s last year but was 
beaten to it by Stephen 
Hmcfaliffe. *Tve always want- 
ed to be involved in an equi- 
ty transaction arid I feel wax 
Lyrical is very much a retail- 
er for the Nineties.” 

Ken Clarke 1: Is the strain of 
the single currency debate 
and all those off-the-record 
lunches starting to tell on 
our Chancellor? It is if a re- 
mark made to his press sec- 
retary on Monday is anything 
to go by. 

■Tve had enough of jour- 
nalists,” he said to Tin 
Rutter, the chief press secre- 
tary to the Treasury. “I don t 
want to see any any more. 

Unfortunately for Mr 
Clarke, Ms Rutter had to in- 
form him that he was due to 

attend a Treasury press re- 
ception that very evening 
where literally hundreds of 
hacks were due to invade his 
personal space. 

Perhaps a glass or two of 

wine helped but the Chan- 


K^abouthfegu^ 

I Xld, was meager Mr Bitch yaw'** * 

cood spirits all evening. He . d near-b pa f j-m § 

wsoMof the last to leave. in B BB land IvOg* 

Ken Clarke 2: Has canny jj*J“ wJSfwLn he buys 

Ken done a Tony Blair and from Mr O D 1 ** 1 ” . ‘ 

started to alter h \ hau JJ( e * The pair know each i 

It’s ever so subtie bin i eco- lL Blenheim and! BBB 

nomics observers who wer e almost merged ogre 

usually concentrate on d 1 ®^ veais aeo and Mr Buth s 

PS^and long-term pa £^ rOU ^ 

rates say there are defoute corner from BBB* 

signs of a make-over in the Bayswater head office. 

Barnet department. -Tvc known Neville evt 

This sparked flat denials j too k BBB p“hbcj 11 

from the Treasury, aghast SJj; ago . He’s been vety 
that a man who r ^ ol V t t ^ Successful and 1 m sure hi. 
sticks to wearing Hush rup- ia j ents will help us. 

pies with pin-stnped suits, 

" should be accused of such nairy group Unigate will n. - 

vanity. “He is not interred ^^polhiirf a*» 

' in altering his persomdapH ranee. U has appointed 

pearance. He’s never felt MacGregor, the former sec- 

SSdtodothat-Itws prob- state for transport, 

ably just a case of a httie too ^^on^xccutive ^rector, 
long between haircuts. However, it is Mr Mae- 

NevBle Boch, thefonner fish ' 

chairman of Blenheim Exto- ries foods which is 
bitions who made like fy to pr0 ve more useful, 

the group’s rale to United ^nigate’s chief executive % 

News & Media a coupteof 3 UC kland has been 

months back, has wasted no Ro* ^ Milk Mar- 
time returning to the fray. r pacing poliaes for 

He has been appointed [non- ques MacGregor's lobby- 

.S3 So 5 S?SSi 5‘ &n,«aino<gib.«>nK 

SiTquSe. He will move handy. 

Up to non-executive chair- Nigel Cope 

man in February when 1 & — 
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market report / shares 


FTSE 100 

4035.7 + 24.1 


It’s goodbye to old-timers Courtaulds and Pilkington 


Taking Stock 


FTSE 250 
4411.9 + 26.9 


FTSE 350 

2003.9 + 12.1 


SEAQ VOLUME 

860m shares, 
37,504 bargains 
Gilts Index 
95.05 + 0.35 


Share spotlight 


500- 


share prira, pence 



It’s goodbye to Comtaidds, the 
chemical group, and Poking- 
ton of glass fame. The two 
proud names of British indus- 
try will almost certainly today 
be given their marching orders 
from the prestigious "Footsie 
blue chip share index. 

Their shares are bumping 
along near their 12-month 
lows; Courtaulds' stock market 
valuation has fallen to around 
£1.6bn and Pilks is nearer 
£l-5bu. 

As Guy Fisher at Natwest 
Securities points out they have 
been overtaken by Hays, the 
business services group, and 
Mercury Asset Management, 
the fund manager split from 
SBC 'Warburg in the summer 
of last year. The two likely new- 
comers are each capitalised at 
about £23bo. 

Courtaulds and Pilks have 
looked vulnerable for some 
time. In the past few months 
Courtaulds bias slumped from 
487 .5p to 384p, off 4.5p yes- 


terday. Pilks' fall from grace 
has been rather more gentle, 
with the shares coming down 
from 222p early this year to 
148p, off 2p. 

Interim figures devastated 
Courtaulds. Profits fell £4m to 
£64m, prompting estimates for 
this year and next to be cut. 
The group's massive invest- 
ment in wonder fibre. Ten cel, 
b beginning to pay off but oth- 
er parts of the business are 
struggling. 

; has been the subject of 



MARKET REPORT 


DEREK PAIN 

stock market reporter of the year 


a two-way analysts' pull for 
, slump ii 


much of the year. A slump m 
half-year profits and the 
group's discomfort as glass 
prices have continued to crack 
has given victory to the bears. 

Hays gained 2p to a 542p 
peak and MAM, where take- 
over rumours linger, 27p to 
1,238-Sp, a few coppers from 
its high. 

The rest of the market en- 
joyed a busy session with Foot- 
sie, up 24.1 points to 4.035.7, 


offering enough encourage- 
ment to revive hopes of more 
record-breaking performances. 
Government stocks rose by 
nearly £1. 

The market drew support 
from expectations today’s Ken 
and Eddie meeting will leave 
interest rates unchanged and 
further progress in New York. 

Housebuilders were helped 
higher by the Berkeley results 
and oils shrugged off the long 
awaited Iraqi oil-for-food deal 
with Lasmo, the best per- 
forming blue chip, up 6p to 

222p. 

RJB Mining was the day's 
big casualty, crashing 1 lZ5p to 
372fip as house stockbroker 
Barclays de Zoete Wedd cut its 


profit forecasts for this year and 

□ext. 

Guinness weakened 9p to 
435p with LVMH share sale ru- 
mours again in the air and 
Grand Metropolitan lost 6p to 
437 L5p after stories resurfaced 
it was about to strike at 
BolsWessanen. the Dutch food 
and drink group. “Mischie- 
vous" and “purely specula- 
tive" was Grandmefs 
response. It added; “A big ac- 
quisition is totally off the agen- 
da at present". 

Other old bid stories were 
given further whirls. Abbey 
National rose 17J>p to 70SJp 
on the Prudential Corporation 
link-up store and BAT Indus- 
tries rose 1 IJp to 4SSp in busy- 


trading on continuing specu- 
lation about a financial services 
deal. 

Pearson, ahead of a meeting 
with analysis and hopes of a re- 
vamp being announced next 
month, improved 13-5p to 720p 
and Bass put on a further 
I Up to SI5p on its proposed 
US hotel sales. 

Glynwed International, the 
engineer, fell 9p lo336p: War- 
burg moved from buy to hold. 

Imperial Tobacco was 
puffed 9p higher to 378 Jp on 
talk of an unsatisfied buyer in 
the market for 2.5 million 
shares. 

Cardinal Business, ear- 
marked as Alan Baldwin’s 
comeback vehicle after his Se- 
curiguard group was taken 
over by Rcmokil Initial, rose 
lp to'l3p as Mr Baldwin, 
chairman and chief executive, 
and director Paul Baldwin quit. 
Veteran Nat Solomon takes 
over as non executive chair- 
man. The Baldwins will each 


receive £200.000 compensa- 
tion. funded parity by new 
shares. 

Newcomer Parkwood. ihe 
business services group, closed 
at 75 Jp against a" A5p placing. 

Real Time Control, the com- 
puter group, jumped 5tip in 
240p following a 56 per cent 
profit advance but Alba, (he 
television and video concern, 
fell 4Jp to 225 p on its 45 per 
cent profits setback. 

BBB Design rose 13p to 
45p; Neville Buch of Blenheim 
Exhibitions fame is to become 
chnhman and has picked up 5.7 
per cent and agreed to move 
to 29.6 per cent. 

Wiggins, ihe property group 
ahead of results, expected to- 
day. edged forward 0.25p to 
7.25p. BSS. a heating and 
plumbing group, tumbled 55p 
to 542.5p following lower in- 
terim profits. 

Great Western Resources, 
the US oil and gas explorer, 
flared 4p to I9.5p. 


□ First-time dealings in t*o 
newcomers, due today, have 
been postponed until Friday 
for contrasting reasons. Ox- 
ford Biomedica lost two of its 
four underwriters at (he last 
moment and cut its flotation 
to 10 per cent of its capital 
from 22 per cenL It is now 
raising £5m against ambi- 
tions of film. 

leoman. a hi-tech group, 
delayed because of a late 
rush or private investors. 
Stockbroker Bell JLawrie 
White sought the postpone- 
ment so it could accommo- 
date the laic comers. 


O Del iron Electronics held 
at ISOp. It has signed a con- 
tract with Mitsubishi Electric 
of Japan for filter solutions 
which is worth up to £3m a 
year. When it floated in Sep- 
tember Deltron forecast prof- 
its of £2i9m on £25m 
turn our. Results are due in 
January. 
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Action men in sibling partnership 


Greg Wood on 

brothers who 
merged their 
racing stables 

One of the reasons why so 
many trainers are hopeless tip- 
sters is that, like doting parents 
at the school sports day, they 
refuse to believe that their lit- 
tle darlings can be anything oth- 
er than the fittest and fastest in 
the class. Try as they might to 
avoid sentimentality, many of 
the horses become additions to 
die family, to be cherished and 
defended accordingly, and just 
as few parents would want to 
share their family with the one 
next door, the thought of mix- 
ing their string with mat of afeh 
low trainer would not be an 
agreeable one. 

In one Lambourn stable, 
though, just such an arrange- 
ment is currently enjoying con- 
siderable success, but it is surely 
no coincidence that the train- 
ers involved are famil y already. 
When a persistent virus stopped 
Simon Sherwood's training ca- 
reer in its tracks, a convey of 
horseboxes was dispatched to 
his yard in East Garaon, and re- 
turned to Rhone hurst, for 14 
years the base for Oliver, his 
brother, with Simon’s entire 
string. 

The two Sherwood opera- 
tions were merged into one, and 
while Jockey Qub bureaucracy 
allows only one name - Oliver's 
- on the licence, the new regime 
is very much a partnership of 
equals. 

And three months in, it is 
proceeding very smoothty, with 
a 22 per cent strike rate and 
more than £1 10.000 banked in 
prize-money. There is also an 
easy air about Rhonehurst and 
the Sherwoods, a sense of con- 
fidence and optimism, which im- 
plies that the derision to unify 
their yards was a very shrewd 
one. 

It is certainly not a half- 
hearted exercise, extending 
even to the respective brothers' 
stable dogs, which now scurry 
around the same kitchen table. 
“Basically it’s a totally straight- 
forward business merger,” Oliv- 
er says. “Of course dime's going 
to be a few teething problems, 
but we' Ve always got on wefl and 
we seem to have struck a good 
balance. Obviously, there was 
much more upheaval for Simon, 
he had to sell theyard and move 
into a new house, which was 
quite traumatic, but his owners 
have all been marvellous.*’ 

When Simon Sherwood sad- 
dled a double at Cheltenham an 
Gold Cup day, 1992, it was in- 
conceivable that his time in 
East Gaxston would, within 
four years, reach such a con- 




Champfon Htntfle contender Large Action, pride of Rhonehurst stables, is fussed over by Oliver (left) and Simon Sherwood Photograph: Peter Jay 


elusion, but the virus which 
swept through his string was 
both stubborn and thorough. 
“Three seasons after the Festi- 
val double we just hit a brick 
wall," be says. “We were wiped 
out, just eight winners, and 
then we had to replace the 
whole lot and of the 26 we got, 
12 of them were bumper hors- 
es. I wasn’t making money, and 
it’s easy to get on the slippery 
slope, waiting for a good win- 
ner. Suddenly, you’re in a tricky 
financ ial situation.” 

Even so, the derision to join 
his brother was not sudden or 
one-sided. “It was a communal 
idea, really. We realised that we 
needed each other, not neces- 
sarily as people, but that our 
businesses needed each other. 

“The fates had dealt me a 
couple of duff cards. I've always 
been a little like that, if I'm not 
going in the direction I want, 
then m get out before I have 
to fight through and come back 
and do the whole cycle.” 

Oliver's operation, mean- 
while, has received an injection 
of rigour and new possibilities 
from which even such a suc- 
cessful yard can benefit after al- 
most a decade and a half in the 


business. Many fine animals 
have passed through his hands. 
The west Awake, Cruising Al- 
titude and Arctic Call among 
them, while another. Large Ac- 
tion, is back in training after a 
long absence through injury 
and may yet win the Champi- 
on Hurdle which would reward 
his talent and durability. 


‘If ever a horse 
deserved to win 
the Champion 
Hurdle, it’s him. 
He’s a real pro, 
so easy to train’ 


Firm ground may rule him 
out of the Bula Hurdle, over the 
Champion's course and dis- 
tance, at Cheltenham this week- 
end, but with his successful 
return to the track in a Grade 
One hurdle at Faiiyhouse last 
month. Large Action has al- 
ready provided Oliver Sher- 
wood with one of the most 


satisfying moments of his career. 

“There are times when I 
could walk away from it all, 
when I just don’t want the has- 
sle.” he says. “When an owner 
takes their horses away, or lets 
rip when you’re doing your 
best The vast majority of my 
owners are wonderful, but you 
get some nowadays with no 
animal sense at all, they want 
immediate returns and don’t un- 
derstand tha t animals are sub- 
ject to sniffs and coughs. The 
gras? is always greener and 
they switch round like the mag- 
ic roundabout, just for the sake 
of it. 

“But then you get a day- like 
the one in Ireland with Large 
Action, and it makes it all 
worthwhile. I roust admit that 
in the darkest tunnels I didn’t 
think he’d come back to be a 
Champion Hurdle horse, and 
we could stiD move upio stay- 
ing races if the speed’s not 
quite there, but rd love to 
think we could go to the Cham- 
pion with a live chance. If ever 
a horse deserved to win it, it's 
him- He’s a real pro, so easy to 
train. You can just keep giving 
him work and he’ll bounce back 
for more.” 


Large Action may inevitably 
be identified with Oliver Sher- 
wood, but between the broth- 
ers there is no displaced 
jealousy, no “he used to be 
mine" attitudes. “It would be 
well-nigh impossible if it was, 
say, a Sherwood and Kim Bai- 
ley joining up because both 
would retain their identity,” 
Simon says. 

“We will probably set out 
some ground rules as we go 
along, but at the moment we’re 
both feeling our way, getting to 
know each others horses, 
rather than needing to delegate 
roles. 

“Perhaps after the first year, 
we’ll sit down and work out 
where our strengths and weak- 
nesses are. Ultimately, Oliver 
probably has the final word to 
a certain extent, but if I disagree 
with something. Pm certainly 
going to voiceit, and then we’ll 
talk it through. 

“Basically it's just like any 
other partnership. The most im- 
portant tiring is to keep talking.” 
And for as long as the two mas- 
ters of Rhonehurst keep talk- 
ing, you can be fairly sure that 
they wfll keep training win- 
ners. 


Moonax 

eclipsed 

Moonax’s chances of vanning 
the Champion Hurdle looked 
remote after his defeat at odds 
of 8-13 when making his jump- 
ing debut at Huntingdon yes- 
terday. The 1994 St Leger 
winner is now 33-1 with Hflis for 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Daring Past 
(Hexham SL50) 

NB: Fantasy Line 
(Leicester LOO) 

Cheltenham and will be aimed 
at another Festival target, per- 
haps the Stayers' Hurdle. 

Shaipkal, who easily beat 
Moonax into second place yes- 
terday, is 50-1 with the same 
firm. The winner of a 1 0-furlong 
handicap at Leicester in August 
for Sir Mark Prescott, Sharpi- 
cal displayed distinct promise. 
But Nicky Henderson, his train- 
er, warned that the horse still 
had a lot to learn. 

Results, page 22 


HYPERION 

1250 BeSe Rose L20 Mamica L50 Wflfy Star 
220 Anabranch 250 Darin* Past 3120 Young 
Kenny 
GOING: Good. 

■ Left-hand, undulating cwwe. Bno-ln o< 360yd. 

■ Course Is on minor road 2m muh of Hexham. Spumed than 
loon. Hexham nation 2m. ADMISSION: Club Sfl; Paddock Sfl 
(OAPs S4). CAR PARK Free. 


BLINKERED FIRST TDOk Ar AjbaWh AUuBe (3.20). 
WINNERS IN LAST SSVRNDAVSc Nona 
LONG DISTANCB RUNNERS Seeking Gold (120) taubten 
, sen 1 17 miles far 4 Barclay from Leslie, Fife; CIoMoai* (3£0) 
aent 10B mites by Mrs C Coward from Tharsanly. North York- 
shirt*;»toado(wl«ktl^)seniimntolvWYcwngDnmCar- 
hike, Suiihclydts Inborn (1-G0) sent 96 mOes fa-4 J Quinn from 
Seuringmn. North YorVshire- 

r - fOR n] FEDERATION brewery special ale 
\Ji£*OU{ AMATEUR rpers handicap hurdle 
(CLASS F) £2800 added 3m 

1 0CP-F4P RATWffajC0)»4W6HlBty51113-»frMlllteB0(7) 
j 3353-23 SOWMPTJ (fa J JBflascn 8 H 13 MrRMaffi 

3 00004-5 BMlBSaWSOn mu** 81112 

____ lirwHHMff ,l,l a 

4 06M1- GVMCRteCIMOTpBfaNOBrtiertariTllB .---^. — 

. Hf q iietcm fj) 

5 MOOP1- WW5lA«a373<ajar7ll5— MrCtogWg 

e PP5P-11 BS1E ROSE (33) (C) G Rthanto 6 11 3-_ — llr S Sot! (7) 

7 vaanx 

. _ jrRTMWPM gjf 

B rrni B4Iim»WWB4m*m7Ul-_J«r8*DOK«iC7) 

9 PPQfPO-3 HUDSON WftTMDBt (41) PBearmt 910 11 — 

P 

ID 04W335 WBDOOOpaSnrtUlOa 

E 0000-58 HaaSBWgava>o«riaan810?-JjrM lBB^4Bii CT 
12 4BP550 coot SrtH.(lli Mcs J Bo»W 4 IQ6. !■» .>EaflaoOU(7? 
-13 declared - 

BEIlWfc W Wto Row. M 

10 - 1 RM TOp, I ta dt e a fay IMer, 12-1 reran; 

1„ oK l RACKS CHANNEL NOVICE HANDICAP 
l-L^CU] CHASE (CLASS E) £4*200 added 3m 31 




s. 


TT 


1 



M&MRnri«7U0. 
BwMtf 711017a) - 


■WH U-UJ" . ... — - — — tj 

Ctflra510J2— ifrRTtewtooffJ 

L as sBBmsw£=3rfg 


11 OOFPPP- : 

« MOO- HODS* SOUND B37)U«g> 6 100- *"**« 

-12<te0bMd- 

IMrwn rape 10s. Tree haraSop wtfK Dap. Nona Sal* 

Ouinii.»ni|- M m mi-t , MMiteat 

^SSSlSiSS^. I 4 .iswb»awr.»-i«h» 

rs-gsn BUCHANAN ALES NOVICE SELLING HUR- 

1 1-50 1 OLE (CLASS G) £2600 added 2m 

1 121 

2 0-16240 OWOMPlSktaraillO 

3 O0WniriMV)Vn61O12 


4 LAST ROUNDUP CRatem 4 10 12 HMv 

5 0500-30 OVBt SOUHJ (7) P 0*ez&0& fi 10 12 GFtyrefS) 

6 00 BMDMStfJ0OTl{2S)M Baras 510 12 SfayterCS) 

7 2«463 R0BSaA(XQJQt*m51Dl2 Rfasdfar 

8 UVMRM0ah4 1012 RSfaple 

8 fW ABOUT HVOKHT [lif F kkis&i 7 ID 7 ADetUn 

10 24 CMt0NBB(mCBB)(3aUDne>510 7 F Pared 

11 520V- HBT»IIierau>(WJNMB9w5107_-Slta«mhf7) 

12 POOFOO MEADOMECft(26|WVtim710T Storey 

13 oo assoicn£^BaKai4io7 scan 

14 SOOPOO Iff laSSir (2J5 R CocMun B 10 7 LOTtere 

15 0 R8SGR0NE (18) V Thompson 7 107 teMPinramn 

IB 500 SAfomP(B)W3W!y4107 RUcSMbR 

17 506 lHgaatSWHK {l21Gte ««5107 BIMtet 

Benue sawayaar. UtaHMMSUtaDaNM, 
Last Itoaodap, 1D-1 The Hoai Spat, XZ-l othen 

9 oa! federation brewery HANDICAP HUR- 

l=5lJ DLE (CLASS o £5>000 added 2m 

1 2-52562 OQNEnGU(Umf , UDOeW41113 ADeHfei 

2 ofini-40 MjwawKtiijCC^W8Krer7U4 miuom 

3 232643 SWaifi UMEfll) ft? T Easterly 4 112 RGnrrtCy 

4 21F321 MMRMWtMIPllMacnSlll — JM hR) 

5 2131-43 CQUJHRJL MOnlON IS) Mg AS«rta»6 13 0_J RaBtoa 

8 321F4P- DaKEaFPEBmcaa(B))jHoM>IJctvsn5100 


BEDMe: M Dsm ML 7-2 SMf E«I«a.4-l Aiabancb, S4 Cnlorfd 
tatAkxv 6-1 Nbntar HjWe, 7-1 Doha c4 Partb 

loTgnl BORDER COUNTIES INSURANCE NOVICE 
1^-°^! CHASE (CLASS E) £4>200 added 2m 

110yds 

1 4F4 B0MffJOIMfr(34}DI«»m61O12 OJIMMt 

2 HM- CUSH SUPRSK pW) MartnTcdWte 7 10 12-BHsnfcg 

3 R53301A QWMBMSrtmMH»nnanl610l2 Ranltr 

4 3008*6 UMBUmtU) BHBO&miD 12 BStoljr 

5 00534U FMG8BBi.{U) VDnn|)SDn7 1012 MrUAempMa 

6 436440 AS 0W pBl D MeCU* 6 ID 12 — KMron 

7 26440-5 T*HGETlMf7)>*»SSmaB1012 R«W*bbb(7) 

B »64606 WEE VCAHD(14) U Bates 7 10 12 Slater R 

9 och*434 imamamsnmTiD7 prama 

ID 050S3P CBARUSnOW [7) J DoW85 107 SMabwefT) 

-10«tadtad* 

BBIMft 84 DkM M, U. tab Banr, 7-1 Boaqr tetao. M TBifft 

IteB, Amber HaBf, 1M Mta4 1 ** eUmB 

[o onl FEDERATION BREWERY MEDALLION 
1*^1 LAGER NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) 
£8yOOQ adefed 3m 

1 P6-1234 CR0nmUXE{«U|IS|(BnJItan9116 FPWrfl 

2 006-1 W IA W S T ICe(ai*8Aa«WrtiSU5. JSwb 

3 B16RJ3 VDUNeXBMr(U}PBBUnn511S 

4 66634-1 <UREIMD{2aGQefWh7110 AOobtfe 

5 1WHJ ABB pi} G Uotre 6 10 12 — — HSetief 

B 00 AR«BUBHABHAI£(7) MKMtflEan51012SMBB 

7 «6«B BUMKSaiB{Fll»(«JSMs91012 »S8*U 

a own* Bourn wv»*» »io as sttwam 

9 040 BOBS BROOK 04 RMten 5 10 12 saumaP) 

10 PU5P55- GARNHONETtUDlSaencnSlOU IRwl 

31 CUWra«Att5CCo«rtB1012- FBAdayW 

12 0WQM) KSfTUaW 80U) (12) l*S LIMtoOBcn 7 ID 22 — LOTtora 

13 HB«BDtixssrBl0l2 

14 039156 ie®u*Rwajnsj4ioi2 SSmttty 

15 & RUM SOWS (23WG fWBtt 5 10 12 BHmNK 

16 a&950 BBg(U}R0wnBW91012-. HRttiy 

IT FW2CT-0 MMOSTOCK LOOSE n V TtWi^son 8 10 12 ] 

utMU—m bb j 

IB 4(20 PW E5WHUSH0S7) J Oodte8107 KJataM* 

•Udactered- 

BEnWft 2-1 Oar* IbB, 4-1 Pknrfcfic^ 6-1 sabte< Stefa, I 

Kavr, cm*» libs, 124, mac Satej, lW. A*. dfaB 


[gf; «aL^y.>>w g-.~ t .- 


HYPERION 

1Z1D Our Shades 12A0 Kmgchip Boy LID Ram- 
deer Quest 140 Mr Neveimlnd 2JJD Chief Preda- 
tor 2 AO Matthias Mystique 3JLD KHroy 3 j 40 
Statis ti cian 

GOING: Standard. 

STALLS: Im-oulsidr; raaabidrr - butde. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: Ixiw tn qxinla- 

■ EquiMcic sntete; teft-hand. sharp nndnladni; ratase. 

■ Couur Is SB of town on BU028. Uogfcfcf watton (acrvnl by 
Umdon, Victoria) adtoins ammo. ADMISSION: Hmben S13, 

Enclosure 39. CAR PARK: CWj S3; remainder Crcr. 


BUNKERED FIRST TIME: GraMfcoeper (12.10), TV Frisky 
Flamer (12.40). Greonridi Fore (nsor, 3.10), Neon Delon 
aor, 3.10V 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAYS: MatfM aa Myw 
tlqwe (2.40) won el UngfleM on Hmwlv- . 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Aapccta Lad (2.10) ft Cee-N-K 
(2.10) lane been sat aTOmfes by If Jdmaot from MkJdtehaaa. Nenb 
rorfabbe; fadtetoi (IX48A Saladeer Qaest < I.iOA Arek Mcfat 
Oat (2.40), Emu Beidhta (2.40) ft The Barwdey BeZte (3.40) 
sent 288 mBes by J L tyre Omn Suttoo Bank, North Yorfahtre: Bock 
The Csabah (3-10) ten 246 fates hyJ Uaberum frost Eaton. North 
Torbshtre; Spencer's (13.10) sent 243 mftes by N Ttnkler 

[him Luagcp, Nonh Tcrtahirr- 

1 1 o 1 ff l TOWHA CLAIM WG STAKES (CLASS E) 
J r - JV J (DIV ]) £3,700 Ira {PW) 

1 434140 HHM BEWN (UQ (C0| B L Uoon 5 9 7 VUBnrIh B 

2 063000 SUP JB (34) R Hannan 3 9 2 RPetemB 

3 5 ABBQIBE HUBBS (249) A Batey 3 8 12 — SSandanlO 

4 003560 RR0VPMnEG£n(D|MtLJeM«4B9 

Dsrae llW n (7)7 

5 366159 SPENCBfS KVBtSE US) fiCOf $f) N Trtter 7 B 9 

DsalUcMll 

6 eawsaoPPSUSpea»«388 SDranaaUB 

7 520000 mSBXrpq(QlJ>**4mn48 7 Ul Ml 

8 500003 0UISH«SCUi)(qKkoy6B7 SMM11V 

9 000000 VANBOROUGH 1AD 02) (D| M BOQOn 7 B 5 JQ«ten2 

10 KUSIBSRHd«b 4 8 4 P P Haifa (S) 11 

11 0 IHD UEC (2C| U Haines 3 8 4 AMFR4 

12 005200 CHMKTMNCBI(2S(HMnei«r48 3 Fl|adi{3)5 

BEITBiB: M «MHd BmH, 5a Sfa Jf. M, Abbama Hants, Spaaceite 
fawace, 7-1 Our Safa, 8-1 Bon Seaet, Vfaberafafr Ltd. 12-1 oft- 


9 4 n ] LADGRONE TROPHY HANDICAP (QUAL- 
RER) (CLASS E) (DIV R £3^00 7f IfiN) 

302044 SSW ma<r (111) (CD) bias 5 100 

p Hasam in 

2 050352 WtacHP BOY (15) 83 (fa M ftffi 7912 ACfak3V 

3 306462 BAaSEOTCWWWGLUaoreSgil SWbUmrttiB 

4 043460 OBBtONS B0T CUQ) BX S Dtaa 3 9 6 «Dfa(faB 

5 000404 IERraffPQDC0S9tw393 DRHCabal 

6 311001 N«UORED(2fa(EO)All00te792 Onfar MonK 12 

7 603035 M»TSS8ABHnE|S4)(CfaKhay390 — DB*»7B 

8 335500 7HEnBKYfiUNER03WTimr3813 — TfaaafaBB 

9 000003 B»aD«{lR)(faPV»N|n4B12 8Dc!a*12 

10 000064 SAMSOUWmiCfaPHNtiESBB Deae HAsew 9 


^VDEPENDENT 

0891 G l6 V 1 C£ + S 



BHB under fire from Said 


TOific Said, the leading race- 
horse owner, last night de- 
scribed the British Hoiseracmg 

Board as “wheat sown on shal- 
low ground". The board, he 
said “sprang up vigorously and 
then withered away, returning 
to the traditional bureaucracy, 
so beloved in Whitehall . 

Said called for a refonnatmn 

of the BHB to direct a mar- 
keting drive at major industries 


and institutions of the country 
to create and exploit media 
awareness and sponsorship op- 
portunities. "Look at the in- 
come all other sports are 
receiving f r o m TV. Where are 
we?” 

The speech was delivered by 
his raring manager Tim Bulw- 
er-Loog at the dime rack Din- 
ner in York. Said also called for 
an offpjurse Tbit monopofy. 


11 040321 ■nWMtt|23»JlEyB585 RUfafadV 

12 450006 BMMSI|S7)09PBere4ao DUfaU 

-12dtdnd- 

BEiraa 34 Ktem Boy, 6<2 Star Uot. 7-1 ApoiB nd, faMBfaa 

M brtnlira, Bapted, MMLofaea 

| i iftl MARIA AMATEURS HANDICAP STAKES 
(CLASS G) £3flOO lm 2f (AW) 

1 101400 AinufaConOTPHed^rdrtO^ifrTifcCMyiD 

2 UD006 60U)BUWE(lZ)(CfaJftatt7U.9 H»LPM|3 

! 3 010054 Y0UB IAQ5IPH£0M£(22) |Cfa 0iendiQMS5 119 — 

j ^JUtaJtfndl 

4 4QUK1 MOKIIRE (Sfa (C) J JaMS 6 11 4 faHHufahSV 

5 400122 ANSEL PACE W [Cfa (Bf)P6as3113 J4rA&W*(7)6 

6 042064 BEOS* (22) S ft* 3 HI AtaTIfaMilA 

, 7 OOOUO AR2M6fa2){CfaVF>DOe«frM5IOI3 

HIM «• >-*w w 2 

s oooeoo a*tej«6fa*«rarafaRr3ioi2»froa*farpjii 

9 030034 MUXH.m(faP5m6101 

10 00665 ASBSH(34)JFfaBrtfaB3lOO— — -JlrfSB*I3B 

11 402163 D0KTDS0P80UBSB (Q [fa D Thom 7912 



£2 400000 SWBYCfflJBJYBteSBffl HJOwdey (7) 6B 

13 234005 (UiOEBQtS5rCTJLEW4 9 7 Ufa WHtnu 9 

14 000004 (KSN5SnmB(3faRIfacoaS97 

- Hs C Paaceck [)) 12 

-14d*dw*d- 

BSIfaa:44 M a fa H n fc5-l A 4 d N Faw, S-lfbBrWwt Wfa H—, 7-1H- 
■aw. lftiabM HtadB, Harairti Irrani, lHalfag 


rproi 1DNU CLAMNG STAKES (CLASS 3 (DIV 
I) £3*700 lm (AW) 

1 200131 HtNEV na — >(3e (Cfa6 LMoo»69 7_S Wbfa mitt » 

2 420366 BATTLES** BRJCECIQZ) (CD) TC6S4J 1 9 3 —Steam 2 

3 306001 J0IIAMHUSmSDM4813 Afafa(5)9 

4 512020- A HIXM MTS (6HQ (fa Q UcCDUt 5 8 9 ACHkS 

5 401000 UOGW(lE|TJNS«aai385 TSmfalO 

6 000006 SWUHmiCfaJUy«1085 to—lfal 

7 n0UBKTONSBBBHWHasan3B3 DRHcCfaaS 

fi 000040 l*DU7EfSS)<gAWe4a3 tolfa— W(7J1 

9 500040 UMKP5}Kba|382 NAlfewH 

10 630000 a«IOOO{B|Kka)>3713 Ifartta Iteycr (5) 12 

11 000004 KAJ0S0W(lB)SCanwon6 712 I<Mob7 

12 06 ZEU»P4)6LUo0«3n2 FNmbb4 

-UBacfaM- 

aETTBKc S-l Mr Nmeatead, 4i Jo ItadUM, 641 tafatefalp Bmea. 7-1 
A Man WMtt. M Ztfaw, MidiU, Kfawtar, 19-1 ottw» 


[9 ini SELiA NURSERY HANDICAP (CLASS D) 
L~"J £4J50 2YD lm (A») 

1 04262 C£E4U(p3)(K3MMres«97 DlloMS 

2 230621 mWOOUrtUtmiiBuleB* 0 9— iwy fflS 

3 004034 G 8 SBHCH R3E [lfa [BF)TUfa93_ SSm dM9V 

4 0003 CHffPflBMItetC27)RKnon92 miw ‘ 

5 405403 HASIS5nK)KE(27}BMNlun6U MTHiMKU 

B 01166 BMB IWOOOCWOffiaStUB)(BP)HwO^WelW> 88 — . 

fiW B«M2E 

7 00056 MncaBSCUB(a 9 NCHfann 86 IQebuS 

8 0003 AWECTDUD( 12 ) MJorntan83 NMnl 

9 400060 ICON BOOH (39] S Warn 7 13 — [Ww HI wll [7)6V 

10 40000 ROcxnreuBNNCuiiHaisnirio NOM*r 

• 10d«ta«(- 

BETTMC: M HHo Dofa, 1L4 CfaM PreMor, 01 Co*4M(. 7-1 Owtm- 
Hdi Paw, 9-1 HfaHi a fa . Ua te wa fa Ota. 10 -lAfa ataa Lad, 12-1 


[97a] COMMERCIAL CEttJNG FACTORS HAND- 
ICAP (CLASS F) £3,450 2m (AW) 

1 2MH6 firEST4Ui*NCE(15}(CfaA Ww*4 100C«»8fH»rf»12 

2 300622 CtXBSEE (23) (CD) J Staebv 8 9 13 ACM1B 

3 200421 C0WWSSP0*nB)(lfaj&xwa3911IMrttalta|w(5)3 

4 0C552 4IWBEYSE4 YBBB4) [fa ABafcy 79 10 

a c 

& «4040 CHDC0UTE IK (7fa R OSiftHn 3 9 6 SUHdlD 

6 026231 l«m«SMYS0QIJE[B)TOM»BSaxl(Ss39S[5Oi)_ 

7 015306 «EEXNBHr0UTC19|0l)JLEFC591 Rtafatall 

8 331064 BtaXHmamraRKM(m<gmWUflRan691 

9 423063 HWnM H Um a t URi mLMcmeeMSSB 

DHofandB 

10 23D400 STMTSU»ICT(lS(QDM»Rra984 JQ«fa)9 

11 041005 HAVANA ISBHI5 (SS) J L ^ie 3 6 2 O«M0t4 

12 D003 «VDK»efaJteBR»3 710 f Norton 6 

-lld w bfa- 

Mifawn xctfic 7S 10B. Tive fandfap weVC 7« 9ta 

BEITlMta 7-2 CtttaMfa. 4-1 fatl AUaaca. 9J Cawyiit Mfa SI 
Aaflaafa Saa Vkw 6-1 itatUH ID-1 famtfdaM Nmfa 

12-1 VMtafaanUes, 20-1 <tt« 

| o in i SaMAMBXANAUCnONMADSVSnKES 
L=rJ (CLASS F) £3,450 ZYO 7f (AW) 

1 436200 B0U>SHMG(4VRHmtai90 RMaaB 

2 403232 eu&BBWNBM|19CQaerSD ACfakB 

3 638002 IfalWrPfaPIHMySO MM0WD4 

4 0 MOGUL (32) N Mm 90 AMaanS 

5 0 BUZZBT BABE (76) A Fcsbt 8 9 TSpafafi 

6 0 SA0(MEMnr{m»MttP>essn69 BM6dd2 

7 - -tD SHESBSmCRJ&WB 98 B F Norton 7 

8 020220 WBMfiH[4flC«W89„_ wtaDfavRl 

BBTBES 54 May. »4 Citfaa Brtc 3-1 BaH fame, U-IWU- 
bea, M-lSartB-Besn^, 16-1 Bnnfa BMw. 25-1 odws 

[oaSI IADBR0KE TROPHY HAMNCAP (<»IALI- 
FISZ) (CLASS Q (DTV Q £3,700 7f (AW 

1 250266 C8EAIEBrnia8lfesfa)fKdeMi5lD0JIUnd9B 

2 6-14020 Mmra»(Cl)(CfaRCIiMn310O 1 Spate 2 

3 335038 KfaUmPUBKrp2}(CfaltaLSUte59L 

SHHtaartbl 

‘4 204320 SnnSIKMN(19)Je(nfafa4 95- CMM<> 

5 320221 THEBMHE7BQl£(lfanKe)R38l3^JMfaplB4 

6 560634 HRMB SOMI fffa (15) (CQDfratfi DM B 8 8^ 

u nite (IT IT 

7 462400 MZM(48)tC)P)MMUg*k6B4 -JlCtebT 

8 000505 M0RMGSUmSEPl)AJBnfc384 SttWnalO 

9 304068 WWW REHBW» 00^382 )BlteMi(7)S 

ID 1SXC5 MMMSMCE<0EWHilar4B2 Aft^®SB 

11 000040 ALSHAAHPE5PfaP)e*)RO&teerB71D_lfafai3 
32 000004 LO6EPB(rUD{8|JMfar4710 F Horten 11 

-IZdcdnd- 

IWimaetfe»lOBin)eten«MPi«VlEArSatfn(4t.(09pf i M 

(jo ftra. 

BEnwfa Iba BafDOajf Bate M. taaaleat, Stafatktaa, 14. ted 
IPhm, 8-1 PWfaa*mAt,OaXMmca I llWIte»pote, flatten 


sport 


.£.. V ^ 


LOO Bay Fair 
130 Ramstown Lad 
2J00 Parish WbBl 


HYPERION 

230 LORD OF THE WEST (pap) 
300 Lord McMurrongh 
330 Cawarra Bay (nb) 


(■09NG: ItanBu - Uoad (a Snft (Good In ptareO; diM - Goad u> Finn (Good bi 
(dam). 


S Rtgbc-ltaad, andulatiay; tnunc. 
RarecoiiMF Is 2 mdes noutb-caw 


■ Rarecounir Is J mdes wuih-<9M of rty <47 AO. Ldctsur nUwpp station OUmdun, 
St psnaas - SiwlBrld bnrT n rr 2 mites bot. ADMISSION: AdUhs S9. OAPh K>. F>r«: 
nrecsnls. CAR PARK: Krw 


■ L8ADINC TRAINERS WITS RENNERS: » Pipe ~ 1 7 wwiMU &WB M IWinCT* 
Rt*«* * «wcss mk> <4 ^H_S9, and ■ loss ui a 1 1 terri mite of SH-FC. D Nte h n ta a w 
— II winnna. '-<8 ramm. I r.!Nt, S.G.R2, fan J Pimm — 7 wtuvm. :W nomi-i*, 
17-9H. N Bende ntoii — wlniHTK 10 ncim, M-flte. +S1J.14. 

■ LEADING 40CXKTS; K Dnawwody — 9 wtniwn, 10 rtdes. 20.0H, 42H.00. W 
lterrtoa — 9 wirewsx :c rtdra. lTJna, -tllflill. AMswnliw — 9 wtnnrre. 50 rile*. 
16.1 s *. jgJI; C U wrtflyn — s wtamcn. 33 rtdea, 21 Jte, 
BgM fflnBTTM &nHu Cfat i-OO. 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DASS: None 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Lord Of Ht» West l2.‘tpi bssbm mi 11M miles fa J 
J OTifffl from Skrtum Wood End. rmlste: Ften CadH (2.001. SraOish Farit A 
QlwsTI Dsoffr 13. 00) jfta irCrndfshylf Rpf fr om Nlciwlsrim'np. Drroa. 

H no! ASH MARES NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) £3300 aridad 
L==3_l 2m Penalty Value £2902 

1 2FU leAVCKMEOBEN) |fa(MtHai RticnnofatelteJ name 113 .^WMosam 

2 213-21 ransrs SALE (Zf) IP) l! E Pancfl t) nasfcon 5 U 3 A Wefts 

3 04-5 BAY INR (2D E&MLTgxrv Panmahpi J fafavAUl 1 D._ MMwrda 

a 3 FNKASnjC [IB) lUTiPSnrta^l PlVrtbcf 5 IQ 10 JIMM 

5 SOX tAOT Four PBHTayStetixk>C Mar 4 10 ID JMfaWlfa 

6 O IBPIIMk MBS t2M)[PWO H®t»i UVOnCtte 410 ID lima— 

7 60-2 m DREAM (4C3 jPt man) u Rians io 10 Ifan 

8 200- QOA 1 RXR PIBE [3TT) rtcttrgj unmfi ) BaBontey 4 10 10 BBtaday 

9 04000 QUQCQU 0 IE (288) IM H 0 BaAaal Ms I Ifcnc 6 ID 10. LHarvay 

10 5 TO9«rc(2qiamKmiNQah*a41010 NWMwaoa 

-MdKtead- 

BETHIft7-4PaiHra«W,4-lMWtDChltatfB,S-lBvFalr l U0halMyUaa,7-lPV»Dnm, 
XU fafatadr Ndn 14-1 Ufa FeMy. 16-1 oBm. 

1995: Stfatnv lafa 4 11 0 J F Tak> 1 1 Abu H IV 4 IB) 1 C tan 
FORM GUIDE 

■fa® suaxastol bumper marc POTTER'S GALE made her huRteng drtxn at Ttmcesiw Usi 
monfa and won as an odds-on chance Wx&iid. taadox two out and ccnang doar tor a 
ooRtertabte fne-ten 0 h dedeatoi Martouacm u« net tuS-bnxhor, tha unvuns lam 9 aL*cftaa- 
esftooert 0 fa.«wtoofe a prospect am naa the scope hjtolow up in the setter con- , 
last Ma m ofa Un g l a haafoaosad a Kitdar path to Pwwrt Gam. aBhouffl she nao lo 
worti hatriar betoro beating Moor HaD Lafar a wofccaer on hm fni anarofa u«r hunm. 
She is another decent mare and. with snpro««nert tenon paxataaed. has to bn a tag 
d anger. Qnafllafr Pride «ws conwig with a dangBrous-tooiong nm ahen abnos an u» 
Doer at the second tost i*i sbfl Insned uron^y into fatro betted teopnets Honour hero i 
mm Bian a year agp: That tumod out to be good tonn and there wa& no doubt sha «s 
irtxfa. but she has not been out smcoona a remains robe seen wnethor shea capa- 
Me of reproduemg a. Bay Fabte aay«g«i Min beftftl Not For Tumng at Mampttn was 
a pmnamg firTT nffrnr nmhnWi'hrfTrr ihm r a nf a i thm‘s rntlmmsai ftinf nmtirfin ■ 
is pretonwi to the Hal swmer Plp’a Dream. Satacttoa: POTTER'S GALE 

Hf-oRl SPRUCE NOVICE CHASE (CLASS E) £4,500 Mdfted 2m 4f 
liSri UQyds Penalty Value £3£70 

1 4000 CHARTBtLAIE(2R(UsA£iimeOMr;LJnei61012 Dltefa 

2 066-564 OMRABH PtIW (IM) gM Bc*ewv| Lbs P ftckmxi 9 10 Ul BfalawlaO 

3 14F333 0 dNB«fa(U)lUtaianan)iJafa 5 71012 0 Matey 

4 42U UCH CARMAN IMA Pfa (Dan HU) P (ttBft 7 10 12 -TBw 

5 03 (MMSR»MlAD(m(|taChemC0HesiRBMey71012 MMona 

6 2133-23 SUNBSWm&mHanroPHrw^NItograeGlOU AfaMatan 

7 2»T HE BOOlfir HOUSE MiBodByanMar Seans tedn 0 V Soane 6 1012 —— 

BPaaaB . 

B OOOP- IWH00N(Mfa(llieQMluyRneuartiCanni61012 ^JlStenlt I 

9 ojo-sn BanCPMtK ROSE (20) (Ton Sefatt) P Rtdwns 8 10 7 5 Fax I 

M 9dflcfind - 

BeriWfe 74 Sfttefa. 94 tension tad. 7-lfaa Baotay Hbom, lack Oman Hotel, C-lOfah, 
12-1 tallmwli Rosa, 16J. Canate Palar, 33-1 adMts I 

1995: Chafan^r Du lac (F«1 5 11 0 D BMfaSEr 1-6 IM Pfa) 7 tan 

FORM GUIDE j 

SlteGtey just missed out to Bnfl Or 8 um over two mdes at WanucK on Ms chasing de- 
but and put 19 another aoddportbmdnca whan thrt behind fa* fabseuuan* wmner : 

nr Droni and Wae iMndy over fais tfatance at Hummfftan 15 dws a 0 >- He dd ntn qwu 
see out «emp but nastasargoum In tea law Ufa i re, fa te course, noweear. puces | 
man emohass on Ranana than Huntingdon and RAMSTOWN LAD may hem the ad- 
varxagB. temawnldd aorta poeMD-poMt fa Mandat the Rwng of tan jear and nos . 
not at ha best whan tailed oR on Ms only nan omr hurHes in Ufa countiy last season, 
faa s amn y eer-oM wouM ham Mashed a lot ctosar behind die stRaequernmnner Mam- I 

rW* Choice at Pbanjaon (2m 5(. good lo sotu last moroh on hte test anampt over faces 1 
6 ho had not aknast (teen at The gaeond tasL Hawig had so Bate racing, the chances 
ate ne wll one on appmOabiy for the tun and Ns ootnt-to-potrt win came on taster I 
goteid. The Baotay Henae won tea only start in a pow-to-point In Ireland in 1995 and | 
ms iwtoa tun out oUm decent noMceS 1 chases at Natbn0wn last season. He has cha^d > 
safctes and foflen on hes only oirang this season But has every chance on those Notnng- 
ftam tuna. Lodi Omama Hotel, yot another Hsftpotnr-B-point winner, was toft to dwse i 
home Don Du Catfean si Umweter. WNta he •« be a lot beaer for iho expettance. n ate 
taka a tae bit of bnpnwemera on that before he cored be consalered. That ako apples 
to fates. mug* up the rear bahnd Oh So RSfa at Ascot on Ms chasing dated, but 

he at leas «es a far hurtSer. Selection: RAMSTOWN LAD 

loOnl CHESTNUT CONDITIONAL JOCKEYS SELLING HURDLE 
1=5 lI (CLASS G) £2^00 added 2m Penalty VMue £2^12 

1 545045- BEBCWfiDfUBHZlfaCfaM Ifcbenanl WCfa510I2 Oltewjr 

2 53 TASM 6010(29(8 A SumaUM Uteri 1012 Flasfa 

3 40224 HHT CADET Sr John Ssenti HRpe 5 1012 GSfapisV j 

4 2-20323 i*RBHM««BfaldwyMRMKIIiB*y51012 BfateW , 

5 4B5U53 COURT Pfa (Mg J8Ber} Mas J Bate 5 ID 7 -Ktete 

6 PO KRSUNBUnEHRy»®aalnateifaRSBan4107 M tedb a m 

7 00- ROSAtSR0ni£PB4)0faOCRsariJlnng41D7 6 Hotel 

B 670 SC0II1SH PARK (58) (Mrtln Hpe tang Ufa M Rpe 7 ID T BlImR 

_ g **f\ f fm r J ■■ 

BETIMG: 54 Faatoo Opret, 114 ItatOM, 7J PM IteM, 4-1 MU QoM, H fate BM- 
trefa, 12-1 Bee d te M fav, 14-lotims 
MBS: Stoafar 1 10 9 M W Mam 16-1 (B Mrttohon) 5 tan 
FORM MADE 

PARISH WALK had a lot Of use made of Wm and tte not 0N home omr Towcestort sfrft 
an 5T in October. Sanbr tactics also l« him down omr 2m 3f UOyd ai tfaitei Rasen 
tm Friday but they could «■ succaad at Way's bw miles. Fenian Coon kept on tn 
aha trwfl In a weoten-ioofong mailen at far last uma out. Thai tt reasonable foim In 
ccnvertaon mth most of oteotrm ana • repeat of « act*) tea evay eftance. To- 

ds/s bettar ground »« suit Faettal Gold tar more than the tesongconiWiona at Newton 
Abb« laa ume- M fae same. Float Cwlars pertonrances « tha West courray earter in 
the season offer more hepa. wite stadtemaro Scottish Petit cored not be Med ait on 
her Hat form. Selection: PARISH WAIK 

10 Oh 1 SYCAAKJRE HAMNCAP CHASE (CLASS D) £5^00 added 
l==5lj 3m Penalty VUuq £4/150 

1 mill SN«iaVBfnGE(i9(Cfa|DMdMMIMan«MBUneeaWMare6U10 


2 223-122 FWJPSWXIOriMHKGdmdNHeRtaSOnBlllO JR to— fa 

3 5340-P3 WBJLB«HB>(12i(falMerJ0fKjRBucMsr9119 BPoete 

4 30P0-U UMDOFTHEWlgf MPHAnneDuchegtfWtspirosiBrt JJ0TM 7 10 UiS ol- —. 

5 26WS-2 THE SHF PADRE (2fa (Me KCnon ad DenfoCOteD Lfaj'teiOT 71D 0 ~ 

- — W Wnioe 

-Sdedwad- 

mitm i m m Jgs: lOst. TlueAanAaipMteC The Sfa Rate far 13B. 

ffimtC: 9-4 teparw Mntaga. 3-1 PHfate farofa. 7-2 lent of Ite teat, M tel Bdatad. 8^1 
fasSfal—s 

1BSS ftmmy CM 6 11 4 A P McCoy 7-2 (G B Baking) 5 ran 
FORM BUIDC 

lORDte-imwm,awnite<«iAoeupatenReBoe«iencadhandcappereinWallBriefad : 
and Pbfap’s Woody, could be ready tor the sup up In gyade. Ds termer pomt-to-pant , 
wnner tootei the more Dnoned wodo in «s second attempt at chasing after last season's 
dteasem. Ha promd miy gwne in getting up » beat previous wn*w Eastern Rmer under 
a teg at WdroeswlaKmie aixliwMieswaght on this occasion. WteABnefed has | 

•on omr trvae mies, even though two and a half seems more tea tnp. n ws omr that i 
dtetance at Newbuy 12 tfoys O 0 > ihdt he — bst of die tteee finehem batsnd Golden I 
Spsmer. thougi not before evirg a gpod account. The mne-iear-oid wouto be noro to | 
beat on «a best form. Pump's Woody should go wet Ha was placed lor the unpceanih 
consecubve bme when foteng by quita soma wny to Mm Time Enough 101b a Chehenham 
tan month and n may be that the nandicapper has hon at present as he seems «M 0 n- 
ad i&t up to hs best, imperial Waste has ste mns from teuen sorts to his name this 
season, fae ley s ins tesar ground and if ha can gel amy wth ssty mwahas, wfsch he 
has « l» more recant iscaa. froffl-nuinar b 0 *ig » be dritetA » peg PacU on tWy 

a Statelier mark than teseefa win here bat month. S rea cti on: LORD OF THE WEST 

lonnl BfftCH HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS D) £3,750 added 2m 
dfHOyds Penalty Value £3^28 

1 1541-32 LORD MONJRHOU9H (2fa U Nate) J horie 6 12 0 RFtaiMt 

2 22523QT- DWOU teMCBI (642) (fa 0 E Casd M Ppe 6 12 0 A P McCoy 

3 04-12P2 KAUSAD1(USA)PA)SAlisc^V5cera5U10 MffidantaB 

4 025210- smarm f 4 ifo(Din!aii tang cusDitecbcn 5 no ... AHte* 

5 14- wasSLSngBrpOaHfaplafatatfaiKHnmnAlDia H—emoe 

6 law B0Wt.cnnDI(26){faU(*nFBDt»rtei) Jflofflmfa710i2 SBtatey 

7 W CAPWtfMyCAFTWp46) IBattertel&drB aw Raowncn 8100 farm 

8 600545- VSCOUNriUUX( 2 gfa(CFChdsa 6 CJscieoniilOO MuSJtem 

•IMM- 

iMiwn wetfK 10* 7« landtop mope CAptei (fa 0— to 9sr 12tei Vbcan Trey 99 JOta. 
BEmm: MM McMmufah. 3-lOm^to, 7-2 totasadL UWM Street 7-1 DOol Dmoer, 
10-1 RayreCRlron, 20-1 cAfam 

UK: Pknoer fay (USA) 4 11 12 u A Rutetel S 1 (N Henaenom 9 nn 
FORM GUIDE 

LORD McMURROUGtrs third behind Ctw-Yb and Sten cw at Haydn* &m tune ore 
this season has pnwed lo be solid. reUabia form and he was uytag to concede 8 fo to a 
decent mare in Henmtta Howard at Hundnsfon teat ame. Both thorn races were at the 
mnmvn two rites off todBii's oflteM nanacan rating of lift last season ho won wer 
a foriong short olihta trip at Taunron in addition to Exetefa sutf wo and a quarter mdes 
and today 1 * longer iWfanca mm be in hs best inarest. ean^yDo has «n tour smta 
on the taiai Ireland smaller last run over huttos almost 14 mantis afp and ootid be 

Owdmi in on her fas eutng In ths countiy. Any money for her would cwruany teSSBS 
that end, with three of thoee wins being at two mtoB. todays trip of two and a ha* seams 
ideal. Waste Bran was not atom to repeat mb n wn ey Penh win cn soft gnund test 
season on Worcesters sounder sifece nan fane. He hss AM been are In sewn months 
and KataaadTs tuns <uth Vteror Tango n fbnweB end the eaey winner Copper Boy at 
Windsor gve non e better enmee. d ata cBa a: LOOT McMUOTOUGH 

ro"5Sl OAK HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS £) £3^200 added 2m 
Penalty Value £2^44 

1 411544 CtMUmmaSliefaDfaMliaRnntmHKteClamsBUlOJIrEMBBi 

2 4101-21 CRCUStilE(lD WWsPAHHSrtfal MWEasafa5llB MARBgsrtet 

3 0510- BJR0SWE8i(225)[fa(favfeaBFianHEAPWeBbe4u3 ItMOtae 

4 51546P- OUfaB| 219 ifa(lfaA 4 tefafMfas)SnA)rEUl RNan 

5 401232- HBUBIDS REST ( 210 ( 0 ) tlhe Odd DatailSMdiy 4 HQ — 5 Haa»(7) 

6 5U24-6 WUMRi(ll](fa(HaB«KWCMr7l011 — .... Afawafoe 

7 04355-3 imY MAC (25) [fa (Ms VOfaeiiD O’Basie 109 CUmefan 

8 004300 ALASWH H 0 R [ 2 Sfa [CfayBiroi) ASbeeterS 104 T 8 ay 

9 123W HNm«tl2)<fa6TdwnqTOonr^81Ql 6 Hog»B 

10 1O>30 SlEBW704fa|Cfa(ttsA«l88Bsd)BMel«ai510Q DMfentar 

-lOdodtnd- 

Mdnn aa^c Tiue tantfap «9te SetOtf SB 

BETIBB: 64 ttnalfofc 7-2 Coaana Boy. 7-1 Bao Sifter, tofa Mae, 15-2 Sbaytoacdi Sort, 
B-lNatari, 10*1 Efadag, 14-1 men 

1995: let And ftnty (fi) 4 11 9 Rkhard Get 5-1 Ofea M lApri 9 an 
FDRMGUDE 

if CteCus (EC ever foams to jiunp fiuenHy. he wofad be way (Moult to peg back in i 
taceeofthfonflnre-Hehaenotdoneifidbady. howewr, mawngeiotNewcasdetiwice) I 
and Hexham. He is euidenfar Butted by a Kfr cnite end mfa be able m gre away flan 
ids held, rather ee ho dd «toen moWng the more of the 2Ub he wee recteiigftora Dene 
MM at MHCBCfe 11 dfas agx Cowart* Soy went on » win sr Hareftw and over to- , 
Ufa's care and dance altar Ms opening tui tea season and he wet* wte ter a long 
wfa beiwid Telnehi si Humm^fon on Ha return las month. Vfflh CKus Une meR Maly 
» go off at front, the race could be run ro siit Wm end a repeat of tad Beeson is not out 
c# the question. He tt only 6 ft higher than ms win here. Kafa Mac area on tte soft Bt 
Windsor last season ends* touched off fa Supemack end the autaequentwwner Dont- 
dreMtei an rw on faster pound irrere on Ms taanebadi lag monm. He la nwwWiout hope 
an tha easier surface, r S e l e ction: -sJICUS UNE-t 
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From hobbies and queries to hard 
facts and current affairs. From 
mainstream subjects, to thjrigs 
for the, dare we say, slightly 
eccentric. We’U help you find 
whatever you’re into, all for the 
price of a local call. 


It’s just one of the great range of 
benefits you can enjoy with Virgin 
Net, the service that makes the 
Internet easy for everyone. At 
Virgin, we believe the Internet has 
something to offer each of us. You 
don’t need to know anything about 
computers. Virgin Net makes it 
easy to find whatever you want as 
soon as you want it. There’s no 
jargon and if s a lot of fun. 


Just ring us now, we’ll send you 
everything you need to get started. 
Ifs about as hard to get into as 
your favourite pullover. 


Suddenly, 
ifs easy 



For your free 
three month 
Internet trial, 
call free on 
0500558800. 


1N0412 
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sport 



Former world champion Jackie Stewart (right) and his son, Paul, flank the Stewart-Ford SF1, which was unvoted in London yesterday 


photograph: Peter Jay 


Bonny birth of Stewart’s new car 


The tartan and a lone piper her- 
alded a new Stewart period in 
Formula One. but the whiff of 
heather and tradition was waft- 
ed away with the unveiling of a 
sleek, white Ford-powered car 
yesterday. 

Claymores and Bravehearts 
belong to another age. as Jack- 
ie Stewart win testify, and his 
first rampaign as a team boss 
rather than a driver w31 be 
fought with the latest product 
of the computer era. 

The Stewart-Ford SF1, on 
show in London’s Grosvenor- 
Square yesterday, has been just 
nine months in the designing 
and making, a technical tri- 
umph which may be a sign of 
achievements to come. 

“The task of creating a new 
Formula One car from scratch 
in nine months is a formidable 
one,” said the man who won the 
world championship three times, 
in 1969, 1971 and 1973. “To the 
best of my knowledge, this is the 
first Formula One car to have 
been designed by computer 


Jackie Stewart’s Formula One debutants 
have designed and manufactured their first 
car in nine months. Derick Allsop reports 


from the outset” His son, Paul, 
managing director of the team, 
was even more fulsome. “In 
marry ways it has been nothing 
short of a miracle,” he said. 

“It has been an enormous 
challenge to plan the timetable, 
keep to tbe budget and assem- 
ble so much in a relatively short 
period of time. Only the best is 
good enough in Formula One 
and we are confident we are 
r eaching that benc hmar k." 

Stewart Sot warned against 
any great expectations for the 
new 1 team. *T would like to win 
one championship point - if we 
got more than that 1 would be 
thrilled," he said. “Tbp-10 fin- 
ishes and top-10 qualifying in 
our first year would be pretty im- 
pressive. Not many teams have 
ever done chat” 

The dan’s dream of running 
a grand prix operation drew 


closer with every success they 
attained in the lower formulae 
in tbe shape of Paul Stewart 
Racing and became a reality 
with the signing of a £20m, five- 
year works deal with the engine 
manufacturers Ford. 

Theo came the task of re- 
m ti ring personnel capable of ex- 
celling at this level, luring 
competitive drivers and attract- 
ing the necessary sponsorship to 
fund a £20m budget for the first 
season. Among tbe hacking is a 
£5m-a-year agreement with the 
HKSB financial corporation and 


Mabyaan Government.' 

Alan T onkins , the technical 
director, said: 4r We started lit- 
erally with an empty room. It 
was important to get key staff 
on board and we have attract- 
ed many talented people. 

“Unlike the established 
teams in Formula One, we did 


not have an existing car to pro- 
vide us with a point of reference, 
but that can also be viewed as 
an advantage since you are 
able to start with a dear com- 
puter screen. 

“It was inevitable that we 
could not hone the design de- 
tails straight away because of 
unkno wn variables such as tyre 
choice and driver preferences. 
Nonetheless, we were able to 
meet our schedule." 

Stewart, whose foam are to 
use Bridgestone tyres, will 
shortly send his drivers, Brazil’s 
Rubens Bamchello and the 
Dane, Jan Magnussen, testing 
in preparation for the new 
world championship season, 
which opens with the Australian 
Grand Prix, in Melbourne, on 
9 March. 

A five-year target to compete 
for the championship has been 
set, but there is another di- 
menskra to the venture. “This is 
more than motor racing to me,” 
Stewart said. “It’s also do with 
the Stewart family. When I re- 



Tirst FI car to be designed by computer from the outset* 


tired from racing in 1973, what 
we are doing today would have 
been, for me, not even a glimpse 
of what was on the horizon. 

“I have been very fortunate. 


BOOKS FOR CHRISTMAS: Folklore and fame on the fairways perused by Andy Farrell 


Secrets and lies about the Garbo of golf 


Golf instruction books have a tenden- 
cy towards hyperbole in their titles - 
Learn Golfin a Weekend and Break 100 
in 28 Days are the preposterous claims. 
One book, actually a biography, could 
claim to help you win tbe US Open. A 
week before Steve Jones did just that, 
a friend sent him a copy of Hogfm (Rut- 
ledge Hill Press, £16.95, from 
Sportspages). “When I started reading 
it," Jones said, “I couldn’t put it down.” 

There are fewer books abourBen 
Hogan than any other of the geeat play- 
ers of the game but his is an inspiring 
stoiy. Curt Sampson does a fine job of 
sl icing through the myth and misin- 
formation that surrounds the Garbo of 
golf much of h if not encouraged then 
certainly not denied or corrected by the 
man himself during his career. 

The outline of the story centres on 
the suicide of his father when Ben was 
nine years old, his work ethic on the 
practice range, the car crash in 1949 
in which be almost died and his 
monumental 1953 season in which he 
won the three majors he entered in- 
cluding the Open at Carnoustie. But 


the detail is terrific, too. At Oakland 
Hills in 195L Hogan had just won his 
third US Open when he was con- 
gratulated by Gayton Hea&er, his 
mam last-round challenger, who fin- 
ished tied for second two shots back. 

“Thanks, Gayton,” Hogan said, 

“How’dyou do?” 

“Ben was only focused cm himself,” 
Jones said, back at Oakland Hills for 
the US Open 45 years later. “I kept 
telling myself what Hogan said - to 
focus on each shot and not to worry 
about the outcome. I honestly don't 
think I could have won without read- 
ing that book.” 

There are further parallels with 
Hogan’s career. Late m 1991, Jones 
was involved in a bike accident which 
kept him off the tour for almost three 
years. A persistent finger injury led 
to him developing his reverse over- 
lap grip, hi January, Jones is favourite 
to receive the US tour’s comeback 
award. It is named after Hogan. 

The anecdotal style of instruction 
book was pfoneered by Harvey Penidc 
and his Little Green Book series. Two 


of Britain’s foremost golfing figures 
teamed up to produce Golf in a Nut- 
sfteff (Header & Stoughton. £A99).The 
wisdom and wit of John Jacobs, Ryder 
Cup player and captain, founder of the 
modem European tour and the guru 


with the help of another master of his 
craft, the late Peter Dobereiner. 

The subtitle is “Ihe flight of the baD 
tells it all" and despite its modest 
length and price, this book flies long 
and high, drawing in the browser for 
an extended visit The shortest pas- 
sage is headed “Hopeless cases” and 
reads: “The only people whose golf 
cannot be improved are those who 
won’t listen.” Jacobs once told a very 
young Seve Ballesteros to cure his 
“ rock- and- block” action or he would 
develop back trouble later on. 

Evidently the Spaniard took no no- 
tice and after winning three Opens 
and two Masters has suffered severely 
in the lumbar region. But had Balles- 
teros eradicated all the push-fades and 
the snap-hooks early on, we may not 
have been gifted with Trou 


ing {with Robert Green, Hodder & 
Stoughton, £14.99). 

Here are alj the old favourites -es- 
capes from trees and bushes, left- 
handed, back-handed and 
one-handed shots. But the eariier 
chapters may be of more use. The fun- 
damentals of grip, stance and align- 
ment are stressed and learning how 
to play from all manner of sloping lies 
and from sand will aid any go If game. 

Laura Davies Naturally ... (with 
LewineMair, Bloomsbury, £16.99) has 
both instructional and also biograph- 
ical sections, to the former the world 
No I describes what can be learnt from 


oot- 


latteroffers details of both golf and 
gambling. Davies also appears as one 
of 50 biographies in Liz Kahn's his- 
tory of the women’s game, The LPGA: 
The Unauthorized Version ( AA Pub- 
lishing, £16.99). Although the super- 
stars are all covered, the strength of 
the book isthe equal space given to 
the stories of the less heralded. 

Helen Dettweiller was a pilot in the 
Women’s Air Force during World 


War Two and became the first woman 
radio baseball commentator; Betty 
Dodd nursed Zaharias in the final years 
before her death from cancer aged 42; 
Sandra Haynic was Martina Navratilo- 
va's mentor when she won her first 
Wimbledon. Subjects as diverse as 
racism, Christianity, glamour and les- 
bianism are all sensitively handled. 

Also recommended: .4 Good Walk 
Spoiled by John Fcinstein (Little. 
Brown & Cb,£8.99. paperback version) 

- the opening two chapters provide 
stomach-churning insight into the Ry- 
der Cup; The Open Championship 
1996 (Hazleton Publishing, £14.99) - 
day-ty-day accounts and essays oq Tom 
Lehman’s triumph at Royal Lytham; 
The Lazy Golfer's Companion b v Pe- 
ter Alliss (Collins Willow, £12.99) - 
practical guide to getting the best out 
of your game; The Greatest of them All 

- The Legend of Bohby Jones by Mar- 
tin Davis (The American Golfer, £40) 
and Life & Tones of BobhyJones by Sid- 
ney L Matthew (Sleeping Bear Press, 
£35>- large-scale tributes to the great 
amateur with evocative photography. 


Academy vote 
still wide open 


Sports politics 


The Government yesterday 
kept its options wide open by 
placing erectly half of me bids 
to establish and run the British 
Academy of Sport on the sec- 
ond stage shortlist. 

It had been expected that the 
26 initial bids would be reduced 
to seven or eight. But the Sports 
Minister, Iain Sproat, and the 
United Kingdom Sports Coun- 
cil chairman, Lord MacLau rin of 
Knebworth, yesterday unveiled 
a surprisingly large list of 13. 

Among the favourites are 
the British Olympic Association 
bid. the Central Consortium and 
the “Athletes' Bid”. It is planned 
that the winning bid will be an- 
nounced early next year, when 
a forma] application for Lottery 
funding will be made. 

BflS SHORtUSC The NMMMT Hd MR Bah; 
Bhodngnam Waal Mdanda; BOA (Upper Key- 
tart); Central CoMotUvn (Ux&Ttxnuei. Ptt- 
pngwm. ana IHMheB; Be MomUnrt mwm y 
(Leicester, BecBotfK I km wcn Wang* (Hurt 
tngflon); Kent Hw w ite; MmhMan 


Mereaysfct; Sheffield; Sports Ctty Fouade- 
dan (Keanu*) ; UK Academy 2000 tYor*sf»re). 


WEEKEND FIXTURES AND 
POOLS GUIDE 


m 

1 Loads v Tottenham 


Also ptanrtng toot on coapora): LhopooJ v 

MJOdesOrougi. Y*nf**Jon V BtacWxm. Ptoj- 
ing Sunday: SurdertanO v Chelsea. Ploying 
■ r- OttTFf County V Eveiton. 


nmutiuoa 

2 Bamgay v Tranmere ..... 


31 Doww v Mathwieh - 2 

Also phyfctf (DC* oaj coupons): fiamtoatfi 
vStaW^GaBshsafv Bath. HsWtevMom- 
cambe, Herfrjesfcrt v Hayes, (Mdenrtnsffir 
v Keoemw, Ruehden v Bramaeore, Soum- 
pocr v Altrincham, StalyWdgo v MacOertWd. 
Stmanags v TeSoro. WeKtag v WoMng. 


3 Postponed: 'BmUngiam vWBA 1 

4 Postponed: -Bradford Cay vftsdng..! 

5 Charlton v Port Vate 1 

6 Norwich v Crystal Patoca X 


7 Oeotrt Utri v Sheffield Usd 2 

8 Portsmouth v Huddersfield . 2. 

9 Qffi v sownend ......... .1 

10 Stole v Swindon ...... 7 

11 Wolves wOdnam. — — _1 


DMefoo 

32 Aberdeen v Mothemei 

33H*xrtttanvDrtdeelitd 

34 wtnamodt v Hearts , 

36 Postponed: -Ratti v Celtic 

38 Ran&rsv DunftnrOne 

First DMstaa 

37 Dundee v swing-.— ...... 

38 FaMrit v Morton — 

39 St Mfcren v PsrtKk. 


X 

1—2 


12 Bournemouth v MflwaS 


Postponed: Airdrie v St Johnstone 


-...X 

— X 


13 Burley v Brantford 

14 GStngiam vftiy 

15 Luton v Crews ..... 


X 

......2 


16 Notts County v Rotherham . 1 

17 Plymouth v Shrewsbury ... .. JC 

U Stoeftport v Peterborough j. 

lswasai vwatford : x 

20 HQrantw v OwserJieJd 2 


Second Division 

40 Bedim vQueeridf the SOUOl 

41 Dumbarton v Hemfton X 

42 LAtteaon u Ayr X 


43 Penpoaa± ■Sartnaemur v Clyde -2 

44 Snraaar v Bern** ..... 1 


Alao ptaylng (not on coopons): Yoth v Wta- 
ham. Playtag Friday: Preston y Btocfeool. 
Ploying Sunday: Bristol City v Bristol Renas. 


IMrdDMskm 

21 Brighter * Hdl Ctty . 


22 canaugriuv W|gm x 

23 Chester v Denm^cn X 

24 Fuham v Leyton Orient — l 

25 I let el u if v CdiUe Jt 

28 Ixvofri Cby v Northampton 1 


27 Mansfield v Coichestsr. 

28 Rochdale vtartfepooi X 

29 Scurthon* v Etater X 

30 Torquay v Seatfwougi... - Jl 

Friday: Postponed: Donceeter v Caedrit. 


Tfckd Bhfiton 

48 P o stpo n e d; -Albion v Ross County — 2 

46 East Sorting vCowdanoearii 1 

47 Po s tpo n e d -Forfar uAfloa J. 

48 Inverness Cel Thaw v Montrose — ...1 

4B Queen's Part* v Arbroath ....X 

•Pools pond aefudeadara. 

A Ho pi aytfg (not on coapooo): lament* 
Scottish Cop drat round: Aftm Roven <r For. 
far. Huntiy v Clyde. 

ftw draw: Norrich v Crystal Palace. Bum- 
ley V Brantford. Unman v Dindee Untad, bv- 
htjprtonvAyr. 

Fhe ws Sheffield United, HuB (Sty. Hearts. 
Onan or the South, Cowdenbeath. 

Fawn*. Strarvaer, Inverness ff. Queen's Park. 


RACING RESULTS 



Motor racing has been my life 
and the sport has blessed me 
and my family wiilt prhilege. 
materia] benefits and opportu- 
nities to fulfil so many dreams." 


I 



HUNTWGDON 

1230: 1 SURREY DANCER (6 Led 6-4 
lay-. 2. Tdntmaym 7-1; 3. Added Dbnendon 
IB-1. 9 ran. iY>, 3V* (Mb M fewM* SW- 
buml. Me £2.00: £3-10. CL 40, £4.40. 
Dual Rwtwc £550. Computer StrttfttFfare-. 
case £11.44. Wo: £4740. 

100: 1 SUGAR HU. (P Uriel 9-2; 2. 
SUe«M8-l:a.AiiMrSprirtc3-lfaK 15 
ran. 3W, ahi-hd. U QWfard. Rndony. Mite: 
£&30; £3-50, £230, £2JD. CXral Fbracaet: 

£32JB0. CSft £3998. Woe £1910. NwiRm- 
rter FoBoo. 

130: 1. SHARP1CAL (M A FttjgerakC 5- 
1 ; 2. Moom 8-13 lav, 3- Penrose Led 12- 
1 18 ran. U/ s V*. (N Handeracn, LamOoum), ' 
^ fi7n,£7 7n rirtBre. 
case £5^0. CSR £9.62. Trio: £30.10, 
200: 1. 18VER ICVBI (RDumtxxW 3-1 
00 tav; 2. Amber Vtfoy 12-1; 3. Jynpm 
Johnqy 11-2. 7 tea 3-lco tar Brad Or But, 

3-1 co fev Serious. 9, Y>. (D GendoKo, Won- 

faDsI. Mk £420; £140, £3J0. [Xsal fi» 8 - 
cast £lSJ30. C5P £31.41. 

2Mt 1. MOST EQUAL {R Hugiesj 4-1: 
2. Meatae 9-1: 8. H e n e les e 9-2. 9 ion. 

15- S tav Vterius (4th). 19. (M Ptse. Wr&tg- 
txil. Wd£540: CL90, £3Ja £lJtt Dual 
forecast £2620. CSR £39.7Z Tncast 
£158.74. Tno: £3 5 9a 

300: LEAST HOUSTON (RUcdath) 4-1; 

LJucScfai Field 3-L3. Vleggio 2Q-1. 7 ran. 

9-4t» At The Grove tSafll. 21, 13, UJ OTWI, 
Penrith). Rmk £4.70: £2.10, £2D0. Dual 
Forecast £3 J90. CSR £15.5 r. 

130:1. STROM MNTIO Lee) evens far 
2. feebee Hire 14-1: 3. Bessie Browne 

16- 1. 16 ran. 2, 5. (Mre M Rewley; Sait- 

bum). Mk £ 2 . 00 ; £ 1 . 10 , £ 3 ^ 0 , £5.10. 
DR £24.00. CSR £2033. T no: £136.50. 
J ec fc po C £37,32520. QuadpoC 
Plaoepat £69-30. , 

Piece ® £5943. Place 5: 36^2. . 


PLUMPTON 

1240: L HSEHALD STATEMENT (G 
Hog»n) 4-7 far. 2. Sioux Tb Speak 8 -U 3. 
Merit ah 20- X 9. ran. 16, 'A. p Grlssri)). 
■Me £L60; £320. £L60, 13^0. Dug Fbra- 
cast £4.90. CSFi £6.67. Tna £1520. 

LKh L HJunAAT (A P McCoy) 9-4 tac 
2. safitoy SpacU 33 1 ; 3. Writer Itoiart 
13-2. 8 ran. 14. 12. (M Pipe). SotK £2.80; 
£130. £& 00 , £ 1 ^). Dual Forecast: £7840. 
CSR £49.52. Tricast £366.49. VnK £1180. 
Non Runners: Grtffln ’9 Gal. Ruth's Gvnble. 

140: L BERTSON (B Powet) 11-4; 2. Mr 
Matt 7-2; 3. Beau BabOard 5-2 few. 6 ran. 
9. 7. (R Budded. Mk £4.10; £L90. £L6a 
Dual Forecast: £7.10, CSF: £10.95. 

220:1. URBAN UUTO HanW 10-11 fea; 

2. MraWne 5-4; 3L Robin fetend 33-1. 5 
24, (Sst. (R Hajgs). M k EL0O; ELOO, 
£4.40. Dual forecast £1.70. CSR £226. 

240: UUMSOC CLASSIC IM ftcJwtej 
S-i^iKng Cortdtts 33 - 1 : 3. CaWe Mm 
11-4 UK 9 ran. 2, «st ftfts L Bdwda). 
Mk £&80: £1^0. £3.60. £I4a Dud fore- 
cast: £66.10. CSF: £128.92. TriCflsi: 
£900^3. MR £58.10. 

320: U COPPER COfl. U Rmeri 10*1: 
Z tough My 4-1 far. 3. Mte Secret 2S j. 
10 ran. 1 % 12. (W Turner}. Mk £12,80. 
£2.80. £1.40. £4.10. Dual Forecast 
£3320. CSR £4722. Tricast £90084. Tta 
£72.60. 

340: S. 1SMENO (A Dtctan) 8-1: 2. 
Stoney Valley 7-1; 3. General Mouktar 
4-6 ter. 7 ran. 4 . 5 . is Dow). W« U. 0 , 90 ; 
C4.80. £1.90. Dud Forecast £33.30. CSF 
£5556. 

We cepot £3420. Quadpot: £14.30. 
PMC* & £36.44. Place 5: 24.70. 


Baainereft 50- L 9 ran. 5. 24. (T late. TM- 
casten.Tate £220: OM. E2.U0. £2,’.7U 
Dual forecast: £6.40. CSR £6.0 L Wo. 
£114.50 (pan won). Non Runner Hqg Fhi. 

Utatr. X. PAPOUSMG (A Dcribmt B-U 
fer 2. Beal Glee 4-1; 3. End 16-1 . 9 ran. 
9. 7. (G Rnharos. Gieystohe). Me: £1.90: 
£1.10. £1.80. £390. Dual Forecast'. £3.00, 
CSF: £4.74. Tnp: £7.90. 

120: 1.TROODOS <i Suppler 9.4 (m: 2, 
Statcttbi 71. 3. Act The Wag 91 g rwv 
1'/:. 9. (Mrs A Swinhanh. Rtcrmcesfi. Me; 
CU« BL^ C£20L £2.20. D«4 FSwcwt 
£1020. ca 1 :!!,. 73. Incase £110.96 JHk 
£37.40. 

UMh 1. MISTER THICK {R Gamtiyt J . 

1; 2. AjrteaOwy Lad 33-i. 3.Saoora tTOr 
“ ««■ 3*1 fair Sprmpnll qu* ( 
14ttn . e. 1 a |L bingo. Canuthei-newit). 
Ma: £11.30: 13.50. £9.90. £7*0. Pu.e 
PwSMSt £100.70. CSF: £194.60. T w 




tv 


not won. 

IMm GEORGE (M Mobtwv) 
7 5 AJS - a- "we da We 

:? h f te- *»«. 7-S A tew One For Tl* P« 
d - 8 - lW Gmrtsv, Consenv te 

£600. CSF. U5.3J. locwt; 181 HQ 

jke Bex aaya-i.a.njHuu.^ I u 

S'* 1 of XK 15011 t. 3-. , tMr:, 

fRTn' ^ Don ' ***** 

fttmm £3t,, ' 4 ‘- 


.J 0 mmhmu-l m 


SEDGEFELb 


3220: 1. SUTHERLAND MOSS U 
Catalan) 13-Sfaw; 2. Ormts Cm 11^ 3 . 


"■h 3 “ ** wmnp. IW, XI IM 

n#w 4 . . Ptan as £>1.36. . 
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Knight gives England 
reasons for optimism 


Cricket 

DEREK PRINGLE 
reports from Bulawayo 
England 199-3 v 
Matabeleland 


A timely century by Nick Knight 
against Matabeleland, scoredin 
the last over of another rain- 
drenched day, will have given 
the England tourists a much 
needed fillip, in their faltering 
preparations for next week's in- 
ternationals against Zimbabwe. 


left them with cause for concern, 
on a damp day that saw England 
rattle up 199 for 3 from the 54 
overs of play possible. 

In the first-class cricket 
played so far on this tour, the 
England captain has faced 54 
fiballs and scored 13 runs. Not 
ideal, but then Atherton is very 
much a big match performer, 
who saves his sapping levels of 
concentration almost exclu- 
sively for Ifest matches. 

In truth, batting was never go- 
ing to be easy after overnight 
rain and a 9.40am start on a 
freshly cut pitch. Having been 
put in. the England batsmen bad 
to overcome some generous 
seam movement early on. 
Something Knight accom- 
plished with watchful aplomb, 
before asserting himself as both 
ball and pitch lost their venom. 

Starting his tally tentatively 
with an aiiy swat at Heniy 
Olooga's bouncer, he soon pro- 
gressed to the bold strokes that 
akr> define his paintings, though 
last Monday's effort - of Cecil 
Rhodes’ grave in the Matopo 
hills- is, he insists, “staying in 
the bag”. 


“I’m more positive in my at- 
titude now,” said Knight, who 
has now scored four hundreds in 
England colours over the last 
four months, inchidmg one in the 
Headingley'Iest against Pakistan 
where he batted at No 6. 

“When I went to Warwick- 
shire I got a lot of confidence 
out of what was going on there. 
I was encouraged to play my 
shots and I think I've developed 
a more attacking game which 
has worked for me." 

Occasionally though, be is 
prone to attack when set and in 
command, and be was twice 
dropped on 68 and 78, after 
scything at off-side deliveries 
from the luckless Mpomelelo 
Mbangwa. 

However, he was not the only 
bowler for Matabeleland who 
bowled veil and Okmga troubled 


England with his new ball spell 
whim he pitched the ball up. And 
three overs after winding Ather- 
ton ^ with a lifter that thudded into 
his ribcage, he plucked the Eng- 
land ririppef’smiddle stuenp out 
with a beauty, that swung late 
past the outside edge. 

Olonga, who has a curious 
golden Unted fringe of junior 
dreadlocks, may well open the 
bowling in the fnstlfesL He cer- 
tainty looked more dangerous 
than Heath Streak, his new ball 
partner here, who is only recently 
recovered from flu as well as a 


ideoce yesterday. Streak is 


and looks woefully short of 
match bowling in general. 

Alec Stewart, no doubt star- 
tled by his comparativety late ar- 
rival at the crease in the fifth 


Azharuddin in charge 


India 237 & 270-5 
South Africa 177 


An unbeaten 88 by Mo- 
hammed Azharuddin put India 
in charge as their overall lead 
swelled to 330 runs on the third 
day of the third and deciding 
Tfest a gains t South Africa in 
Kanpur yesterday. 

Azharuddin punished the 
South African attack, ham- 
mering 15 boundaries as India, 
starting the day at 7 for 1 for an 
overall lead of 67 tuns, readied 
270 for 5 at the close. South 
Africa scored 177 in reply to In- 
dia’s first-innings total of 237. 

Azharuddin, who scored a 
brisk hundred plus a half centiny 
m the second "fest, added 71 runs 


for the fifth wicket with his cap- 
tain, Sartmi Tendulkar. India, 
who have not lost a home series 
since their 19S6-S7 loss to Pak- 
istan, won the opening Tfest in 
Ahmedabad, but South Africa 
levelled the series with a crush- 
ing 329-nm victory in Calcutta. 

Thlrtf (toy: Ma won lore 

MDM - UK Mas* 2*7 (S R Tenkdor fit 

W V Raman 57; P R Adana 6-551 

SQUIH MM- W Jrrattf* OT £A Kumtxs 

4-71; J Smart) 3-421- 


(OwnlpiE fieri! 

tN R Mon#a bw b Nuwwr 08 

A Kumfcfe c Qfcbs b Da Viters 42 

S Ganger c McMflan b Spran 41 

*S R TereArtw c IMMM b Itwrar .-Jfi 

U AztaUttn not out- __ — 88 

RSDrereinotou 33 

Extras (b4 ntall 10 

Total (far 5. «4 overs] Z70 

Wk 1-2 2-41 3-91 4-121 5-132. 

Bawfttt (to daM); De Wan 21-10-49-2 
Orta); Kbaxw 22-662-2; MeMac 16636- 
0; Crone lD-a-lsO: Mna 12-067-0: Sjm- 
m 13-1-43-1. 

Unbares: S VankMBratfwen (M) art DR 
Snefftert (Eng). 


Ojomoh has to prove 
himself all over again 


Steve Ojomoh leads England A 
against their South African 
counterparts at Gloucester 
tonight, insisting thai he is still 
good enough for senior in- 
ternational rugby. 

Bath’s new pack leader has 
filled all three England bade row 
positions during an 1 1-cap Tfest 
career stretching bade to Feb- 
ruary 1994. But he has never 
strung more than three games 
together, often being the un- 
lucky “fourth man" behind 
Dean Richards, Ben Qarke, 
Tim Rodber, Lawrence Dal- 
^ lagUo and now, Chris Sheasby. 
™ The Saracens pair, Tony 
Diprose and Richard Hffl, are 
also lurking menacingly, leaving 
Ojomoh once again with every- 
thing to do. 

“I’ve been playing well all sea- 
son, but it is strange because I 
cannot realty understand what’s 
ggmg on.” he said. 

“I will play anywhere in the 
back row. That bit doesn’t both- 
er me. But 1 have to prove my- 
self again, even though 1 keep 
on doing so." 


Ojomoh, 26, is revelling in his 
role of leading the Bath for- 
wards , handed, to him for 
October’s Eunmean Cup draw- 
down with the French dub Dax 
once Andy Robinson could no 
longerpin dawn a regular first- 
team place. 

Those qualities will be re- 
quired when he captains a 
young, inexperienced shadow 
England side against South 
Africa’s highty competent A se- 
lection at Kmgshohn. 

It is a far cry from three 
summers ago, though, when 
Ojomoh emerged as England's 
outstanding forward during a 
drawn That series with the 


Only one Five Nations ap- 
pearance ensued the following 
season - as replacement for 
Richards against Scotland - 
then came a World Cup sup- 
porting role, and finally France 
m Paris last January-- a 15-12 de- 
feat He has won no caps since. 

“The back row is a funny old 
area. You’re only as good as 
your last game, especially in this 
country where there are so 
many guys to pick from," he 
said. 


Adams ready to go to court 

Cricket nothing to do with money. “I am 

ambitious and 1 want to play for 
The Derbyshire batsman Chris England," he said. “1 believe ft 
Adams yesterday threatened is far harder to be picked for 
to go to court to win his release England as a Derbyshire tets- 
from the county. . , man than ft is as a Derbyshne 

The 26-year-old has offered bowler. Kim Barnett is Der- 
to buy out the remaining two byshire’s greatest ba&tnan and 
years of his contract for £50JXX) John Moms the mo^rafontecL 
and, if Derbyshire reject his of- but they only played sevenTfests 
fer, he is prepared to go to the ^ tween “JJJjJ* . , , 

European courts in his quest to Ada™? 
move to another county- Vertbydaire ^ 

Adams insists his reasons for was told then that he had to see 
wanting to leave the county have out his contract 


“It is probably more com- 
petitive than ever at the mo- 
ment, but I refuse to accept that 
my international career is over." 

The Gloucester game is the 
second of three England A fix- 
tures in four days, their busy 
programme concluding against 
unbeaten Queensland at 
Gateshead on Friday night, 
when they win be without the 
Bristol captain, Martin Cony . 

The 23-year-old flanker, who 
limped off in the closing minutes 
of Bristol's 15-13 defeat against 
Wksps at Loftus Road on Sat- 
urday with an ankle injury, had 
already withdrawn from the 
England Aside to face Argenti- 
na a i Northampton last night. 

The inspirational dub captain 
could also be ruled out of Bos- 
toTs rescheduled league game at 
home to Leicester tomorrow 
week. His absence would be a 
major blow to the West Coun- 
try side who are struggling in the 

relegation zone, two points adrift 
of their neighbours Gloucester, 
who they race on December 29. 

“The good news is that it is 
just tendon trouble rather than 
ligament damage," Cony yes- 
terday. 


Amer ica n footbaH 

Jeff Hostetler threw three touchdown 
passes as the Oakland Raiders wet- 
whelmed Kansas CHy 26-7 on Monday 


off berth. Hostwter completed 13 of 27 
passes for ISO yams as the Raidas won 


TO DAY ’ S FIXTURES 


FootbaH 

"-3C mbs sored 

MI'S SCOTTISH LEAGUE 

PRam division 





•w# Wrt * Ram (T. 4 S) — 

RRST Dfl/tSiOM 

Bmraeviiatoe-, — 

**WevC|ydata* 

ffVWWHML CONFERENCE 
■"ttwaev BstaabMd (7.46) 

■gSBSaegSSBg 

ft ww an r» cni Bret-ro u nd replay: Hyth 
w*** i Spw^meor. 

>WIBB CUP 5eomd mwb OaOf * 
jySi Evesham v Moor Grw Sal- 
““ZyMwart Htt sma^oome v Bauodi 
Uonmfa Stemooft * Marpne. 

WEST COUNTIES LEAGUE noodat 

ggV MoU mnk Prescot CaWes «* 
25*5* RoBentte v Atherton CoBertes. 
”!ggNEASTBmLEACtgPrtg»krt»W- 
rySBhw n V WsMCft (7.451. 
^^mtonecr LE4CUE nemtor DM- 
Sf^vTawson t7,4SJ. 

.5” j gw iwin. HftMIMP tSWUB 

■•eooe mc cawnsribn <4> v 

Eg*W*C»MH09 w Carmarthen (11; Ton 
ggymiraa onFiyta). 

SS2f*«HtfiWUEfWOMjtai:Cr- 
. S^^ rw u cft^ p ^ DMBiocaoBpn 

SSSJvftVnw tome (T.O. l« «• 
’"^.QwiiarTLiKaaer [ 7 .0j » t*M**on 


Horoueft)- HudtferaieW v MtddMsOroum 
aroSSSTv Btadjwurb) « 

HaiesQuen Torm). S«W« I Dtvteto g Bun- 

17.151; HulvyWcf TOl./We r^ 

lirt u Man^isster Coy f7-0K Stoatpon v 

S »«oieO«W*Ui' 

com (7. oj; vn&n v Scanwowh i'jj) 

S «5» 

nMskK Chodron v Q)®® raace pi.u). 

Portamoutn v 

Swansea tat St Abana Cn g, wag 

v Brighton (2.0) (W 

r> ynuiH CW» Second ibbib: iwnw* 

EZfigtJSSSUtSi 

Bonon Wanderers (7.0). 

Rugby (Mon 

CUP P" 0 * lflndon 6rtsft 

Heretord (arMOSdqfl- — . 

fftpw MATCHES; ChelW«Win v RAF (7.0). 
RoK/trig v HlfP Wjwmdio (7.0). 

Bastotbafl lfcwi . 


record to 7-7 mdteep thdr cwn slim 
playoff hopes aflve. 

BasebaH 

Alex Famarelfiz. ©anted hb free agency 
by the sport's new coSectfoe Daosairv- 
Ing agreement signed a Due-year deal 
with toe Florida Martns on Moncfy be- 
feved to be worth about $3 5m. 

Basketball 

NBA: pnttvtatiNa ©4 Seattle 118; Vbocou- 
ter SI Cftariome 107. 

EASTERN CONFEREMS 
AnAKTtC UVBXM 

w l Pet se 

M -15 5 .7SO - 

Itn York 12 6 -867 a 

ot fl** ■ ° S -5°° * 

WasMncton 7 10 A12 W* 

, 7 12 .368 -p*i 

K 4 U Xt Vi 

Basiss 11 14 222 10 

CENTRAL DMSION 

o***o — 17 3 - 

IS 3^1 

■ » > «h ii 6 579 S*b’ 

>— » * ■■ 10 8 ^6 « 

CMoN 10 

hJana A 9 -471 W 

1Mb 7 12 368 9h. 


wraTHW CONFERENCE 

MfMNESTDMSION , 


Son Antonio - - 

V an c o wro r 

PAOWOMSION 


Chester Grants ffl.0). 


JBBB Vs 
389 Vh 
368 iO 
.187 13V: 
.182 7 

.143 15 


Swrtda IB 6 .727 - 

IAUKms IS 7 .SB 1 

Poituaq 12 S .600 3 

BddM ~Tli Si i 7 13 350 8 

7 13 350 8 

Plrortft - —A 14 322 ID 

Enflfflid’shopesofbfeadngBnelgit- 

«me losing stJMk a^inst Gemwiy on 
18 December have been hit bythetor- 
mef rffiA ptow John Amaecfti swtm- 
drawal from to 10-man squad for the 
European Championship semf-flna 
goup &me. However, Eng and, who 
camot now qualify for a place n n«* 
summer's final found in Spain, wa be 
boosted by the return of Spencer 
DunWey and tan Whyte. 


over, played almost as fluently 
as he did during the second half 
of last summer. At least be did 
until a flat-footed slash ended 
up in third slip’s hands. 

Olonga’s attempts to un- 
nerve the Surrey skipper with a 
fluny of bounens-mter an ea^ 
ty throat ball sal him on his 
backside - were met with sub- 
lime disdain and were closely 

of cricket^ ball on rustproof 
boundary boards. A vital 
necessity when half an inch of 
rain can fall in acoujde of hours 
turning dry outfield to marsh, as 
it did at Bulawayo Athletic dub 
yesterday. 

T hanl cfaltyas fo r PnglawT s 

preparation was concerned, the 
ground dried enough for play to 
resume and a further 35 overs 
were possible. Enough time for 
Nasser Hussain to remind us of 
his thrilling off-side repertoire, 
even if a repeat of one hand- 
somely struck cover driven 
boundary, found the edge, end- 
ing instead in the keeper’s, 
TOtyne James' gloves. 

England are stih not as con- 
vmdng as they might be with the 
bat. But thanks to Knight's 
well-judged knock on a restless 
pitch, they are at last looking 
free of their condemned-men 
demeanour. 

tFkstdayotlow;MMmlebnclwoniosai 

BMUUfo-FkstMnfe 

N V Knrtti not out IDO 

-M A Shorten 6 Ctonga 4 

TA J StMil C G J wmuu b Streak 38 

N Hirtafci c Jftmas b Otonp 38 

6 P Thorp* not ni 5 

Extres Cbl.b4.wl. nbT) 13 

Total (fora, S4 cwwa) - — 198 

Fa* 1-14, 2-100. 3-135. 

Tte bat J P Crowtay. R C Iran. R D B Croft. D 
Gougi, A R Crtdc*. P C R TutneL 
Bortkap Otono 10-2-42-2; Streak 10-1-39- 
1 ; G J Wbltaf8-3-180; M top a 13-2-46- 
0: ftonie 4-0-17-0: TtfnM 3-0-00: A ft 
wntufl 6 - 1 - 2 S- 0 . 

MADMBBAMDi G J Whtfuri, M H DeUter. M 
Mud. DVUnM IW R Jane*. M D Abrem* 
*1 A Remre. HH SMok H K OtanBk A R «WH- 
tsiL M Mbancao. 

Uo^tao: R twin wtd C Omerny. 
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Mike Atherton loses his middle stump yesterday 


Photograph: Chris Turvey 


sport 

Butcher 

misses 

century 

again 


MYLES HODGSON 

reports from Brisbane 
England 170-7 v Queensland 


Mark Butcher again failed in 
reach three figures as England 
A struggled to combat a lively 
Gabha pitch on the first day of 
their final tour malch yesterday. 

The Surrey left-hander, who 
has passed 5(1 seven limes in 13 
lour innings, had once agiiin 
looked set lo reach the mile- 
stone but his two-and-a-half 
hours of defiance was finally- 
ended at 72 with a bat-pad 
catch off the left-arm spinner 
Paul Jackson, before a violent 
storm abruptly ended play with 
an hour to go in the final session. 

The Yorkshire trio of Michael 
Vaughan, .Anthony McGrath 
and Craig WTulc fell in quick siK'- 
cesaon lo put the lourisLs in trou- 
ble at 39 for 3. But Jason Gallian. 
playing his first innings since 
cracking his right index finger 
three weeks ago, scored 26 be- 
fore becoming the third of four 
victims for paceman Brendan 
Crcevey on his fim-clats debut. 
The captain. Adam Hnllioukc. 
was trapped Ibw without scoring 
by seamer Scott Prestwidge. 

Fra i&>'. QueenUan] m uv. 

ENGLAND A -Flretlonkw* 

U A Butrtvr c CaracK b .Uckun 72 

M p vau0ion c Banby b Cmnty 0 

A UcGnatt c Law b MAe> 1 

C \vwn* c Seccunoe b Dewy 34 

J £ R GaUn bo D Qreroy -76 

•A J Hottoake bw b Pti^JirtJe? O 

M A Edon no) out 33 

twtvrrjxc L»ocrro«v - 3 

A F (Mr- not cm -.1 

Extras (b6b nb5> - 12 

Total (for 7. 86 wore) — .—170 

Fab 1-K 2 9. 339.4-99. 5- 114. 6-147, 7 1G4. 
To bat G Ou m. D ft Hcrtln. 

Bowflnr A*uror 17-5-4 11; OKWT 18-4-11- 
4: Piwftrtftf 12 2-45-1. Low S-2-144); Jock- 
son 14-6-23 1_ 

QUSNSiANk T J Darby. T J Dm. J P Mata. 
*SGU»». MPMoR, JLCcrl tWAStaonflie, 
SAResMXV.BNOwwv.PWJademSAMAn. 
Unpkw P D Farter and J F Twpry. 


Stewart delighted 
by Scotland call-up 


The Northampton tight-head 
prop Matt Stewart is still crying 
to come to terms with his sur- 
prise selection to the Scotland 
ride for Saturday’s Murrayfi eld 
meeting with Italy. 

The 23-year-old is one of 
three change to the team which 


Australia, with the British Lions 
lock Andy Heed making a re- 
turn after a two-year injury ab- 
sence, while the record cap 
holder, Scott Hastings, is re- 
called at centre. 

. An Army lance corporal, 
Stewart, who has been chosen 
primarily for his strength, was 
initially picked for the Scotland 
Development XV to play 
Queensland, but two days lat- 
er he was promoted to the se- 
nior squad. “I was delighted 
even when 1 was chosen for the 
Development side but over the 
moon when I was called up for 
the senior squad," be said. “I ful- 
ly expected to be on the bench. 
But winning a first cap is great," 
Stewart's attributes have 
been carefully noted by the 
Scotland selectors. The coach, 
Richi e Dixon, said: “Matt has 
been under our observation 
for some time. He is proving to 
be a solid tight-head and has 


shown good technique in the 
line-out." 

Bryan Redpath, who took 
over from the injured Gary 
Armstrong late in the second 
half against Australia, retains his 
place at scrum-half. There is 
also a positional change with the 
captain Gregor Townsend win- 
ning his 21st cap, albeit ax in- 
side centre, the first time be has 
worn the No 12 jersey. At out- 
side-centre Hastings, dropped 
for the Australia Test, will win 
his 63rd cap following an im- 
provement m form. 

Doddie Weir has been omit- 
ted after a poor display against 
Australia. Dixon said; “Doddfie’s 
work rate against Australia was 
not as great as it might have 
been. We talked to him about 
this and, like the player he is, be 
has taken our words on board." 

BCOTlAM> (V Mr. M— W— M. Smntoy): H 
ShrttNKl AWbaei: AStMffrftMcU.S IW- 
ha Cttftsonan&j. Q Townsend INo rtn empmn. 
capo. K (40M tStitreCoutifK C CWm OW- 
roert. B n ro frmtti AUas* D HBton (Bam). K 
McKBBie (Sortr* County). M Stsmut (NoRTh 
smfton). D Crodo (Wqx). A Hart (Wps). N 
VMfaeo (G H0V**nsxto>. E PStms 
(Bah), t Sath KaoueestBV RepNemntt: D 
Staik (Mefcosa. R Bfcsao tterton Scottsri), D 
P Hu n u a OrteWs m. « VMr (NmoeM). B 
Stawwt (Eanbu0i AertamcNsk fl Bfc (Cinrt. 
TOOT (fTOw»: Baeta; M CUiottB. D Oontnsrot I 
RanotoWGGuxkLkNntBn.FMszanol.NMK- 
zueas\ J Panne. ATroncsn. P vaecan. RswatriK 
0 Afwtta, A CasEtoeni. C Cbaccfcnaoj. W Cmto- 
(data, g croa M cwntB. M Gmswa (capo, a 
U oscank. C Orion*. F ftwo-Ort, A Sgonon. 


SPORTING DIGEST 


EMG1AI0 SQUAD ( T n rrme a a CtaaDctaniNfe 
■aHnriirtdtfiawftUDftUWB: 
N Aorta (Lfirtoiu, S Bodmal PnMSi. R Ban- 

.. -.OHM- 




manga v auey). 

BaaanQon)- 

Crickst 

Man Donald has tow Vtonttetehire that 
he eqjectsto befiity fit m wum to Ecjg- 
baston as the county's overseas pfay- 
ei next summer. The South African fast 
bowter confirmed he recovering well 
from the heel which forced him 
to withdraw from the final Test in the 
current series in India. 


thM dwettont: P«»tm 236 and 123: Big- 
ttod 230 ana 99 *r 3 o Safes 47). 


Cycling 

Russia’s felony Benin win attempt to 
beat Chris Boaraman's world one-hour 
record next year. Berzin's Batik team di- 
rector, Emanueie BombinL, sa Ur. *We 
don't know where we w® try and set 
the new record. It shoUd be at the end 
of August or early Septemoec The at- 
tsmpt win be in two stages, one out- 
doorandoneirirfot)c'BoariSmaris«hfe 
mark of 56.3750km In Manchester on 
6Septembet 

FootbaH 

Evenon’S FA Cup third -round match 
ngam al Swindon at Goodtson Park has 
been switched to Sunday 5 January to 
avoid a dash with the Liverpool v Wal- 
sall or Burnley tie the previous day. 
Doncaster Revere haw appointed tte 
former Northampton ana Blackpool 
managerGrahamCarraatheirrKwas- 
stetera manager to reptere Andy King, 
who left the dub last vreek. 

The wteran gjafiteeper John Bunidge 
hasjoinedScamoiou^onrBf«ortract 
toms. 

Barnsley have taken the Raith Rovers 
cajXam Shaun Denote to Ctakwefl for a 
week’s triaL The 2&iearoidcemi^ de- 
cider wants a more from Stark’s Park 
after 10 years wrth the Bell's Scottish 
League ride. 

BBUSSOOmattMUEfrure rtaaffK SK 
21 Dm Im^wa V Quart tt Bw Soubi f#o« 
28 Daft 


ASIAN CUP Orow A |Abn Dfcrtft: Umed Aral) 
EnWaos 2 IH Aimed 14. Ai Tafc** ® Inrtsna- 
da O: South Korea 0 Hu*aV 2 (M-Houmad 60. 
AMU AS 871 
FA CUP TMnUfOUrt 
rttwmCay:BeinstevvOk»w»nAihkteCtief««'- 
trod v tttnol Otf. Banwr or W|wW* wanowere 

Wakes v Poriamniih: P*yrrwm 

AM v ErrtaN or Hertaftrt Toarr 

w Yaik oqr; MftBastmgh v Cneaor otf- **«- 

ham cr Sanhoroa Uid * Wost Hwic linon TcMm 
* Bofton Wvdg rare; Shafts B Wednes d ay v 
GrmstyTowrc Uencheasr im vToBBton; Sm 
Oty vscocHpon Cixrray; 

HunaaWieu Town: Carony Cay •'Wokaig; 
Counrv Aaw vaa: Rearing v SournnpaxG Qw 
nv Pa»c» » Leeds unt Brnroe v Sw«w To*e: 
GBMwn v Dertiy Cony; Cnebm v West 
BronrtOi NHon; CwtM IW v Tiamnera Fttwers 
Brentfod a M mnnow tay Cuatwon AtWana v 
Naacasda Utt awMun FkMro v Wl Wale: Cmm 
Atsaardis w VAjTttBdon; Norandi Cny v SMtbela 
IM bvarpoel vHbisal » BUrt^; Letestar Cty 
< Souitiert UM; ARenal v SuvieiWno: WBttoto 
vQdxdUttfc Norodom Forea v Icwweti Town. 
Ites *9 fie p«jw/ 4 w 5 Jhretoy. 
PRBMERSWPANDHRSTDIVtSMM'SUSPEN- 
SKML Seodhrti eA 7 Adan (Asenan 1 maSr 
tarn 14 Decentter: U Vu Gobbet iSwawroo- 
ton) 1 mam tram 14 CWeanoer. A He»« i o o« a 
(Wmbtadon) 3 matefea bom 16 Dacerrtber.21 
Pnripr poWB J EM 0 «| dawnml 2 mabfr 
es tram 16 Decemtien F LateaHf (CtroieMi 3 
mwcties (ram 15 December; D HateMaon CSteS 
LMfi 2 matdis tom 1A Decemoae R tlanl (Bad- 
fatb 2 n e tt ) te a tram 14 December A Todd 
(Bum 2 mCKiies tram 14 Decamcer: G Tay- 
lor (Snaff Usd} 2 matetws nom 17 December. 
MtMWVreUOE RESULTS: FA CartoS Praoder* 
■Up; Naaatowm Forest 0 Nertasda in 0. Arte 


Virus throws 
Newbury into 
confusion 

The Rugby Football Union are 
expected to decide in the next 48 
hours whether Newbury's Pilk- 
ington Cup malch against Lyd- 
ney will go ahead on Saturday. 

The second-row forward 
Andy Newsbam yesterday be- 
came the eighth player at the 
Berkshire club to fall ill with a 
bacterial infection and the Di- 
vision Four South ride have be- 
come increasingly concerned 
about the outbreak. 

The lydney manager, Gordon 
Sargent, said: “The problem 
with postponing the match is that 
it would lead to a fixture pile-up. 

1 am sure Newbuiy would pre- 
fer the match to be played but 
our players' health has to be our 
first coocero and of course we will 
abide by the RFLTs decision." 

Newbury’s director of rugby, 
Terry Burwetl , added: “We , 
hoped we bad contained the I 
outbreak over the weekend but ! 
we now bear Andy is ill." 

The eight players, all for- 
wards, are suffering from the 
same strain of staphylococcus 
bacteria, which brings the victim 
out in boils. Newsharn and hook- 
er Julian Bra turner, who is also 
ill, both played for the Combined 
Services against the touring Ar- 
gentina ride last week. 


Rugby Union 

VMBmkBUrarMdart8to6:CrtMi^U6- 
w*tty (13) 23 OKforf Unhwmtty i7) 7. Ca«t»- 
brtdBa: Trtaa Sngv £ Com Swndgfi 2; Pane 
SUTftat Z Drop* Sn0v. OOor± Trtea 


Vogts must cope 
without Strunz 


Icetens and f$les are keeping the crews 
of the 14 yachts In the ST Challenge 
busy on the second leg from Rio to 
Wellington. The leg one winner, Mike 
GokSng (Group 4), continues to lead by 
10 miles from Andy Hindley l Save the 
Children). The top so ere separated by 
58 miles and first Bnd last-BonsWeb- 
ber ICourtaiActe) - by 241. Golding has 
3500 miles to go. 

Chnstophe AygJn, havir^seen both 15- 
abeUe Autissiet now restarted Item Cape 


SKI HOTLINE 


Football 


Germany's squad for Satur- 
day’s tricky World Cup qualifi- 
er in Bsrtiigal was hit by another 
withdrawal yesterday when the 
versatile Bayern Munich mid- 
fielder Thomas Strunz pulled 
out with influenza. 

The late withdrawal is a blow 
to the European champions, 
who will also be without the 
midfielders Mchmet Scholl and 
Thomas Hassler. defender 
Thomas Helmer. reserve goal- 
keeper Oliver Kahn and strik- 
er Oliver Bierboff - the hero of 
the Euro 96 final - in Lisbon. 
The squad, which is due to fly 
to R>miga) tomorrow, has been 
reduced to 19. 

The Portuguese have a spe- 
cial place in the history of Ger- 
man football. They are the only 
team ever to have beaten the 
Germans in a World Cup qual- 
ifier, winning 1-0 in Stuttgart in 
October 1985. The Germans 
have not lost to the Portuguese 
since and beat them 2-1 in a 
friendly in Porto in February. 

The libero Matthias Summer 
and wing-back Christian Ziege. 
who missed Germany’s frus- 
trating 1-1 draw at nomc lo 


Tbwn. and Yves Fhartier crippled by gear 
failure, is out on hrs own m the Vendee 
Globe smgjenanded non-stop round the 
vrorid reee. As fafier Bmps to Perth, Aus- 
tralia. Britan's Pete Goss (Aqua Quo- 
rum! te effectively seventh and. having 
been forced south in snow and poorvis- 
iWity. has now been able to turn east. 

Snooker 

GBMAM OPEN (OanatmjdOIrtUi rerttt A ro- 

bC3ux <Canr fit i FefBfcon lEng) SL 

Iannis 

7he Grand Siam Cup wrmec Borts Back- 
et was yesterday named to replace An- 
dre Agassi In the eight-man field for the 
Colonial Classic at Kooyong. scheduled 
for 8-11 January. 


Spend reports 


Northern Ireland last month, 
are now available. Bayern Mu- 
nich's in-form midfielder Mario 
Easier, who was port of tire Bov 
96 squad but did not make an 
impact because of injuiy. can 
now expect to be given an im- 
portant role in midfield. 

The superb form of the Bay- 
er Leverkusen striker Ulf 
Kirsten in the fiist half of the 
season has been rewarded with 
a place in the squad, but VfB 
Stuttgart's Frcdi Bobic is ex- 
pected to join the captain, Jur- 
gen Klinsmann, up from. 

Spain have an injury crisis in 
midfield prior to Saturday’s 
World Cup qualifier against 
Yugoslavia in Valencia. VWlh Al- 
letico Madrid's Jose Luis Cami- 
nero already out, the Spanish 
coach, Javier Clemente, is now- 
faced with losing Real Madrid's 
Fernando Hierro and Athletic 
Bilbao’s Julen Guerrero. 

Hierro, an auloma tic choice in 
Spain's midfield or defence for 
the past six years, limped off in 
Saturday's league game against 
Barcelona. Wnh Guerrero nurs- 
ing four stitches m a leg wound, 
there could a be starting role for 
Roberto Rios of Real Betis. Dc- 
portivo La Coruna’s Armando 
Alvarez has also been called up. 


TODAY'S 

NUMBER 


41 


The nianber of runs that Mike 
Atherton, the England cap- 
tan, has scored in five inning 
90 far while on tour in 
Zimbabwe. 


BrtM CBfrjam kAocrt], KoHhv Reuter, 3am- 

mm M BanBADomnnil. warn (Baiar Lu»- 
t— BartygteaaMifofcBtt 
MVtadBrBranwa.HtM^WamDianDaR- 
RtMS. Threat n^nsunl. Won (BoetwTU.ZtaBB 
(BaasS. RremrtcBDttB BUDOft Hanfch (DW- 
noA ItettaB OmriuirijSlfauMi (BBfeaD. 


num±Ctoem*MOPKsmn2.F*unmoTn. 
pliy TbM qoNliyine ramf; MFuuad: Bum 
vSrarthBm.ThWrt«f7«trtrt replay: O* 
wen 3 Dsnnw a. Ft etri&trti Vmb Saand 
mat Tow tow 5 Muren 2. iA lw»w Rrt 
OfeMoK Bo«w RE 01 4 CrttohOT 1. Drllaitona 
Laaeie Cup Sasand reuArt woteoier 1 Rac- 
lng5LiiWy%«a<l. Piinttw InaflmPiwnlarW. 
vMaK SW Cay 2 Ltepaof a Sacsad OMSote 
UanEfisNOOrnaby a laatus drew ftw 
Bamstay 1 HuddartAeU 0. Ann Muren 
Cu reh l M tloa Hrtt ITMUmr cna^ 3 Wdom 
ft LulOA 0 0a« UM i Qffi 0 AKttiN 7; Swin- 
don 1 Buses Rmere 3. FA Yowrti Cup Sweoud 
rente RusMen 2 Sounend 2 frepby 16 Oa- 
ffirnfiewrtfctai(ah»omO. Fra rt rti tt M re 
HbbAm 3 Sewla 0. AaMa Cw Groap C (AMta, 
UAE^ iapar 4 Utoafcaan 0; tun 3 Syia 0. 

Hockey 

CWumNS TROPHV (Murt^ raifeUl dw; 
Psresan S Spam i HuheriaotSs 1 hvfis K Ger- 
n«rv3 Aibwm 1. SUnrto^rtttrSreandK 
1 NtihBbnda 7ptK 2 Qenim 6: 3 Mb 4; 4 
PtfcSOn 4; S Spain 2: 6 AusaaBa l. 

RngbyLugie 

SaHbrel Reds have pcotEsted to the Rug- 
by ftwbaUL^gueouEr £10,000 owed 
by Wigan for toe Great Bntaln prop, Ten 
lyO'ComocWflMng^iedOtiDnnortAo 
years aei for £75.000, plus a further 
£30,000 alts r te debut for Great Bnmi 
which he made on this autumn’s 
southern hemisphere tout 


Latest snow and weather reports rmm comment Aren 

from 180+ resorts in Europe and open 

North America. Atgwgw 

Phone or fox; Pataerecara rreaiart pcnway ioo% 

, J. SdUtU Good Cover on wiper rum B5V 


0891 333 110 


SKI SNAPSHOT 


At-a-giance fox guide to snow 
conditions at 180+ resorts worid- 
wkte: 

0897500 601 


Where to find the 
best snow - by tax. 
CaDSKlFAX- the ski facts; 

0897 300 301 


SKICODES 


Braau Pomtfryuim 

F^nwaTil Drysnotv 

St Anton Goodstotfig, ftiaiea area 

CANADA 

Lake Louise .lease packed pouter 

WMtUer Sett parted aw* 

FRANCE 

la Pt^coe -Great conantons t«pi 

Us OetK Atpas.-Flrm poctefl snow 

VU dlsete -Packed (k> snow 

ITALY 

Ultra ite .Goad rty snow caer 

Hadoeoa —Dry. firmly packfld snow 

SWITZERLAND 

DsvM - -Eastern earfy season 

Qtadakrrtft Packed diy anw 

UNITED STATES 


For a fax list of 180+ unitep states 

resort codes: Copper Mbs -POMteffpockefl powter 85 

0990100 843 Created Butt* ....Pcnartwpacheo t»«ler 9C 

QkBg»wrareC»M^M^eg<raaiaeitigaaMP5reMwgWfrOaMgi 


Last Ur Up|> Forecast I 


10.12 80 130 More^now 

10.12 25 120 More snow 


8-12 30 50 Clear 

3.12 SO ISO P&rt Ctoucty 

2.12 7S SS Goody 


7.12 95 100 Clear 

10.12 185 195 Cfou&sncMr 


2.12 100 18S Unsedtod 

L 12 120 280 Cloudy 

2.12 105 250 UrWMfid 


2.12 90 230 aoudy 

29.11 30 180 Unsettled 


3.12 70 160 FWiemiDV 

3.12 40 80 D^ctoudy 


1032 100 110 Snow stare | 

10.12 95 120 Ctoudfenm | 

5S55S ■ retanc dmo 133 acl 
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A new arrival 

Derick Allsop at the launch of 
Jackie Stewart's FI car, page 22 


Robson gives 


Emerson vote 


of confidence 


A* 


Football 


NICK DUXBURY 


Middlesbrough's patience with 
the errant Emerson continued 
to show little sign of wearing 
thin yesterday, with Bryan Rob- 
son turning what was expected 
to be a carpeting session with 
the Brazilian into an attack on 
the player’s advisors. 

Not only had Emerson been 
badly advised during his three 
uoathorised absences abroad in 
the last month, but the Boro 


manager intends playing the 
Premie rshii 


midfielder in the Premiership 
game at Liverpool on Saturday. 

“Emerson has not had the 
right advice and I don't thmk he 
has handled the situation as well 
as he could have done," Rob- 
son said of the £4m signing Boro 
believe has been attempting to 
force a transfer to Barcelona or 
Parma. “But footballers are 

only h uman. As a club, we will 


dolour best to make Emerson 
and his wife happy in the area. 

fl had a brief dial with him 
today but we need to sit down 
wit^ him and his wife to iron out 
any: problems. The situation 
cannot be resolved today as 
there are a lot of factors in- 
volved." 

Emerson, who has reported- 
ly lost £90,000 in stopped wages, 
returned to t raining after ar- 
riving back on Teesside on Sun- 
day with his wife, Andrea. 

“The session went well. 
Emerson needs more tr ainin g 
to get into shape but has nat- 
ural fitness," Robson said “I will 
consider him for the weekend. 
I need to as we are running out 
of players through injuries." 

Emerson went back to Brazil 
last month because Andrea was 
homesick, and he threatened to 
quit English football for good. 
Then at the weekend, he indi- 
cated he would return to Eng- 
land once his wife had 


Notley faces FA’s wrath 


Jay Notley, the Chariton Athletic 
teenager, faces the wrath of the 
Football Association next Mon- 
day after testing positive for a 
cocktail of caxmabk cocaine and 
ecstacy when he gave a training- 
ground sample last month. 

Although the youngster is 
only a trainee at The Vhlley, he 
seems certain to face a heavy 
punishmenL 

The Huddersfield striker 
Craig Whitmgton was banned 
from the game for six months 
in April after testing positive for 
cannabis for the second time in 
a month. Two months earlier, 
the Orient defender Roger 
Stanislaus was given a year’s ban 
after a sample he gave produced 
a positive result for cocaine. 

Both were subsequently 
sacked by their clubs and Not- 
ley, suspended immediately 
pending the hearing after the 
test result was known, could suf- 
fer the same fate cm Monday at 
Lancaster Gate. Notley is not 


the first Charlton youngster to 
fall foul of the FA’s “drug- 
busters". In 1995, Lee Bowyer 
- now a £2_6m England Under- 
21 international with Leeds - 
and Dean Chandler failed 
cannabis tests. 

Chris Armstrong, the Tot- 
tenham striker, was left out of 
the Crystal Palace side on FA 
instruction in 1995 after testing 
positive for cannabis, while 
Paul Mereon spent six weeks in 
a rehabilitation clinic in 1994 af- 
ter his admission of cocaine- 
taking and alcoholism. 

The Atletioo Madrid mid- 
field player Diego Simeone 
could be banned for up to 12 
games if found guilty of violent 
play after stamping on Julen 
Guerrero’s leg during Sunday’s 
league match at Athletic Bil- 
bao.Guerrero needed four 
stitches in the wound after the 
incident, which has produced 
widespread condemnation of 
the Argentinian international. 


recovered from a bout of de- 
pression. 

He was as good as his word, 
and Andrea iis understood to be 
ready to fa mish medical records 
to prove she was ill if it helps 
her husband’s cause. 

The Middlesbrough chair- 
man, Steve Gibson, and Robson 
had stressed they are prepared 
to throw the book at the former 
Porto player if he does not see 
out his contract. 

Paulo Futre, West Ham’s 
Portuguese international strik- 
er, has been forced to retire af- 
ter being plagued by a persistent 
knee injury. 

The Hamm ers signed the 
30-year-old on a free transfer 
from Milan in the summer in 
the knowledge Futre was unfit. 
The former Porto, Sporting 
Lisbon, Benfica and Atletioo 
Madrid player has barely man- 
aging to play this season. 

“My sports career is over," 
Futre said. “I said many years 
ago that I would never drag my^ 
self around the soccer field." 

John Scales, Tottenham's 
£2.6m signing from Liverpool 
may play 45 minutes for the re- 
serves against Swansea tonight 
to see whether is is fit enough 
to make his full debut at Leeds 
United on Saturday. The cen- 
tral defender, who rejected 
Leeds at the last minute to join 
Spun, has a slight groin strain. 

“There is no question of 
pulling him out - if he’s fit, he 
plays," Gerry Francis, the Spurs 
manager, said, well aware of the 
hostile reception Scales can ex- 
pect at Elland Road." 

Scales has no regrets about 
his change of heart: “It was a 
tough decision between Spurs 
and Leeds, but I'm sure I've 
made the right choicer he said. 

Clive Whiter is staying at Wi> 
king. The FA Cup giant-killers 
have blocked his move to Con- 
ference rivals Rushden & Dia- 
monds, who bad offered the 
39-year-old striker a lucrative 
new two-and-a-half year con- 
tract and a coaching post 
Saints sell The Den, page 16; 

More football page 31 


Motor racing tempts Ginola 


A change of country and a 
change of career could spell the 
end of David Ginola’s time at 
Newcastle United. 

This season could be the 
Frenchman's last in the Prem- 
iership - should he swap flying 
down the wing for charging 
round a race track. 

The 29-year-old winger, who 
is [he star of a new television ad- 
vertisement for Renault entitled 
“Ginola Stays", said yesterday: 


“You should not read too much 
into the commercial's slogan, 
because you never know what 
might happen at the end of the 
season. 

“It is not easy to come to an- 
other country and work, because 
you miss your family and friends 
and your normal way of life," he 
added. “Sometimes I miss home 
- and I feel for the Brazilians 
at Middlesbrough because it is 
not easy." 


Ginola is also involved in 
talks with Renault about racing 
in next year's British Touring 
Car Championship, and is to 
test drive a car next week with 
the leading Swiss sports car 
racer. Alain Menu. 

.“I love motor racing and I 
want to do some pro driving,, but 
it depends on getting the go- 
ahead from Newcastle because 
of their insurance policy on 
me," Ginola said. 
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THE INDEPENDENT CROSSWORD 


By Aquiia 


Tbesday's Solution 



ACROSS 

South, for example, one of 
Cezanne’s subjects (4-6) 
Idle lump (4) 

10 Belter naif more affected 
- more distant? (7) 

1 1 Cut off one, in conse- 
quence, overdue (7) 

12 23 risk following motor- 
way south? (9) 

13 Overturn shape on wheel 
(5) 

14 Heavenly house with drea- 
riest interior (5) 

15 Make allowances for aunt, 
struggling in Exeter, a bit 
short (9) 

17 Enhanced effect of snow’ 
on grass, perhaps? (9) 

20 Affected by current, boy 
takes it back (5) 

21 Descartes with work to . 
take up agun (5) 


23 Bad luck with concrete po- 
etry? (4,5) 

25 Figure of Conservative vis- 
iting constituencies? (7) 

26 Iris - one turning out to 
be more strident (7) 

27 Stock check (4) 

28 Keep firm grip (10) 


8 Coast where fee may be 
ordered before long (9) 


DOWN 

1 American cannon using 
three balls in all? (5) 

2 Release engineers to lead 
assignment (9) 

3 Up the crow's-nest, in a 
storm, use force (3J,6,2) 


9 Luck has a strong impact 


4 Fix gunners up with place 


to practise ( 


5 National Trust to support 
which is 


English colliery 
famous (7) 

7 How happy people walk 
when broaiicasting (2J) 


in divination (7-7) 

14 Cab starts unexpectedly 
and steals away (9) 

16 Instruction to musaoD - 
as well as nation, possibly 
(?) 

18 Come into fashionable 
Erith, for a change (7) 

19 As music dies away, in- 
creased number nod off 

(7) 

22 Name in the past or now? 
Not now! (5) 

24 Run into Slough for a rib- 
bon (5) 
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Shining Knight 

Derek Pringle on England's progress 
against Matabeleland, page 23 






Phatneaph: David Ashdown 


Oxford's Kevin Spicer takes issue with PaU Suridge of Cambridge during yesterday’s Varsity match at Twickenham 

Light Blues stem emotional tide 


Rugby Union 


CHRIS HEWETT 
Oxford University 
Cambridge University 


7 

23 


In the end, the tears said it all. 
Any magic that might have sur- 
rounded the II 5th Vhrsfty 
match evaporated into thin air 
when Ian "Ricker, the Oxford 
University centre from Sydney, 
lost his life to the sport he loved 
six weeks ago, but it was not un- 
til an hour after the final whis- 
tle that the reality emerged. 

With the hype and hulla- 
baloo of the occasion finally be- 
hind him, Quentin de Bruyn, the 
Oxford captain, charged with 
the unenviable task of rebuild- 
ing his side in the face of 
tragedy, managed to combine 
eloquence with obvious emotion 
as he put recent events into 
much-needed perspective. 

“Ian was the best tackier in 
the side, the fittest and most mo- 
tivated guy we had," he said. 
“When we lost him, the emo- 
tional life of all of us stopped 
for three days. It was a matter 
of all being there for each oth- 
er; personally speaking, I 

luldn’t face spending a second 


coi 


alone. 1 couldn't go to sleep 
thinking that when I woke, 
everything would be OK. It 
wasn't like that. There was no 
end to the tunnel. 

“We had lost our best player 


and the effects of what happened 
meant that we played poor rug- 
by for two or three games. Poor 
rugby becomes a habit and it was 
only relatively recently that we 
were able to break it. Effective- 
ly, we had to prepare for this 
game in the space of three 
weeks, so Tm proud to thmk that 
we went out there and gave 
everything we possibly could in 
memory of Ian." 

It was a touching address, all 
the more impressive for the fact 
that it was ddh«red by a man suf- 
fering from concussion. De 
Bruyn, taken off on a stretcher 
with his head encased in a pro- 
tective brace after mis- timing a 
tackle on the Cambridge scrum- 
half Ben Ryan early in the sec- 
ond half, could remember 
nothing of the rircuxnstances of 
his own injury. But Steve HU, the 
Oxford coach, confessed to an 
'‘awful feeling in the p it of my 
stomach”, adding: “My thoughts 
went straight back to Ian when 
I saw Quentin lying there." 

Perhaps appropriately, there 
was little for the 74,000 Twick- 
enham crowd to enthuse about 
on so bleak and mournful an af- 
ternoon. Cambridge, led su- 
perbly by Richard Bramley, 
were so superior at scrum and 
tine-out that their opponents, 
starved of both possession and 
field position, were unable to 
add to Trevor Walsh’s charge- 
down try in the fourth minute. 

What little brilliance there 


was came from the Light Blues 
centre Matthew Singer who 
scored two tries of a quality that 
bore no relation to virtually 
everything else that happened 
in terms of attacking rugby. 
Ironically, the 24-year-old 
mathematician considers the 
midfield to be alien territory - 
Tm a full-back first and fore- 
most" he admitted afterwards 
-although the coaching staff at 
Saracens, where he has played 
since leaving Neath last year, 
may now address that apparent 
incongruity as a matter of 
urgency. 

His first try on 36 minutes, 
followed three minutes later by 
the sharpest of drop goals, 
came from a double dart off his 
left foot; the second, clinching 
scare seven minutes from time 
came off his right. With Brum- 
ley’s tight five in complete con- 
trol ft wa s more than enough. 

*T can honestly say that I 
wasn't too concerned when we 
went behind so early - the way 
■ we've started this season, I was 
surprised we held out so long,” 
joked Bramley, whose intense 
scrummaging bore the same 
stamp of ferocity as his single- 
minded captaincy. M I knew we 
had Oxford on the back foot in 
the set-pieces and while that ad- 
vantage seldom manifests itself 
early on, it really does tell in the 
last 10 minutes.” 

As acute tactical summaries 
go, it wa$ spot on. But just for 


once, an appreciation of the fin- 
er arts of bump and grind 
meant about as much as the fi- 
nal scoreline. That is to say, 
nothing at all. 

Oxford: Try Wate^Coram rat onAuans. Cam- 
bridge: Trto« Smg?r 2; CoowsJorw Surrnga 
2; MoaNas Sufridgp 2; Drop fml Stajpr. 
OXFORD UraVERSdY: R Mater (St frutxis 
Col. Sydney ana Uniwratty); C Smart iSte- 
bome and Tmiy). Q de Breyn (Diocesan CoB, 
Cape Town and Kettle, capo. T Water (SJ 
Joseph's Cal, Bnsbene and KeUe). R Browne 
(StUJcharfsCoBE#!, [a*nandl*M;JA«ite 
[Bristol Cathedral Sch and Si Cross). N 
Hoam (Teranure Con, DuUm and Morion): J 
Q o tb miU (Martoorougi anO Merron), N Hock- 
ley (Kng Edward s Sch, Orrrwgham and. 
MQRXdEri. D Penney iMt Pearl Sen Hqpi Sch, 
Newlbtntandand Wufton). rSMotamrCSt 
Ignatius Col. Sydney and St Arne's). K 
Sploer (Oon0Mes Wood Coll. DuUn and Si 


Anne's). M Orator iftrtfs cjnwiwy end 
Cmstchurch). C McCarthy iSt Manrt Cal. 
Dubln am Temoteron). J Ktadoa UMMa end 
Queen's). ReptMamont T Je n — n (St Ed 
murafs Cwtwra, St Aiwe’Sr for Ifc 


Stager (Wychffe Ca» and Homeron). N MR 
I St ipaiius, Sydney and St E^nurxfs). ■ 
Philips {Vs got Gyftm Uanhan and hww- 
ton); R Astdorth (Bradford GS and Parer- 
nousei. B Ryan (Wimbledon Cod and 
Homertont; Q Weynotde iChwhunt Srfi Arid 
Honernm. T mwpby iSi Joseph s Co>, 
Nudgee. AuStr—a and St EOmuotf *>. N Hot- 
gata lAimthcxpeCump, Doocaawapdftaun- 
son) R Brarakw (Q EWahetn GSWatetaW 


and St Edmund's capn. A crate Otar 
- - ‘ ‘ HalM* 


Boys CM. NZ and Hutfws HalM« Hyd* 
uvtfna Col, Sydney nod St Edmund's) . J tt * i 
rate (Crasiiey Heath. HoMm and St Ed 
muntfsi, ft Eomshaw iY#n> Sen and St 
John’s). 

Referee: j Pearson i Durham). 


The kings capitulate 


Cricket 


The West Indian tour of Aus- 
tralia grows more embarrassing 
every match. Yesterday it was 
the turn of a scratch invitation 
side led by a retired Tfest cap- 
tain to put the former “kings of 
cricker to the sword. 

The 58-run defeat against the 
Prime Minister's XI at Can- 
berra's Manuka Oval was the 
sixth straight defeat in Australia 
for the West Indies, who trail 
2-0 in the five-Test series against 
the host nation and have lost 
both their opening matches in 
the World Series limited-overs 
tournament. 

The Prime Ministers XI of 
Sheffield Shield players, led by 
the former Australian captain 
Allan Border, scored 258 for 8 
from their 50 overs. They then 
restricted ihe West Indies to 200 
for 9 from 43.4 overs. The last 
man, Patterson Thompson, was 
injured and unable to bat. 

Brad Young look 4 for 46 for 
the Prime Minister’s XI while 


the all-rounder Andrew Sy- 
mernds. who is at the centre of 
an eligibility row between Aus- 
tralia and England, made his 
contribution with 2 for 7 from 
10 balls at the end of the innings 
after earlier scoring 33 before 
being run oul 

Robert Samuels was the top 
scorer for the West Indies, 
making 45 using a runner, while 
Brian Lara managed 32 before 
being bowled by Young. 

Ian Harvey was named man- 
of-the-mateh after he scored 55 
not out from 41 balls and also 
took a wicket. The Australian 
Test aspirant Matthew Hayden 
made 45 and shared an open- 
ing partnership of 113 with 
Dene Hills, who scored 52. 

The West Indies captain, 
Courtney Walsh, was disap- 
pointed again with the quality 
of his side’s batting, claiming 
that players who reached twen- 
ty should have made fifty. 

“It was a good game of crick- 
et but we didn’t play well Our 
batting didn’t have any convic- 
tion or confidence," he said. 


The veteran fast bowler said 
his side conceded about 30 
runs because of poor fielding. 


“The way we are playing at the 
moment, we can’t afro 


ford to 
give anything away,” Walsh 
added. The West Indies next 
play Australia A in a day-night 
match in Melbourne on Friday. 
TOUR MATCH (Canbena, Ono day); Australian 
Pftnw WnWw’s a 258 for 8 150 ovas. I Har- 


WjrMnca: was Indtes 200 ^ 9 ( 03.4 were). 


> Minister's X) non by 58 nsna. 

■ A Test and County Cricket 
Board spokesman. Richard Lit- 
tle, yesierday confirmed the 
Lord’s view on the Symonds af- 
fair by insisting that, if the tal- 
ented youngster turns out for 
Australia A on Friday, it will 
prevent him playing for Glou- 
cestershire next season. Our 
view is that if he plays for Aus- 
tralia A be would then no 
longer meet the registration 
requirements that we have in 
this country,” Little said. ’’But 
it won’t really become an issue 
until he actually plays for Aus- 
tralia A It's down to him and 
he knows the situation only 
too weD.” 
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welcome to the future: Seiko 
quartz watch that turns . your movanfejit ,lr_ 
power. Every mowe you make is converted ^ 
electrical impulses by a tiny built-in powerhouse 
Ecological, reliable and efficient- wear it o^e -day 
to gain energy for at least two weeks, W$ar it 
daily - it win run continually. Made of 
light, yet strong and kind to your skin. 
water resistant. One-way rotating betel 
screw lock crown. Seiko Kinetic - lt’sbntittolast. : ; 
Someday aH watches will be made thl» way. 
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